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FREE-THINKER. 

N° 106. Friday, March 27. 17 19. 



■■ ■ miferi, qua tanta infanta , Civ is! * 
Credith eveftos Hoftes ? Aut vlla putatls 
Dona car ere dolls Danaum? Sic notus Ulyfles? 

VlRG, 



TH E Dcfign of the Free-Thinker is, not 
only to infpire Men with thofe great and 
manly Notions, .which may feem new, 
or. little known ; but alfo to recover fe- 
vcral antient, laudable Sentiments^ which are in a 
manner loft, or vifibly decaying amo/igtt us. Of 
the Latter Sort is that juft Indignation againft Popery 
with which my Proteftant Countrymen were for- 
merly fired univerfally ; and which now is in many 
grown languid, and in fome quite extiriguiftied : 
And (what is moil amazing) too great a Number 
of Thofe, who flxould approve themfelves the Beft 
Vol. III. A Friends, 
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Friends; and %ho aflaSt to be thought the mall 
Zealous "Champions mi our Religion, are (o mon- 
fttfgu% reconciled to the Church of ifow*, (not* 
wrtnftandmg their Sacred Engagements) that they 
feera only to wait for an Opportunity to deliver xxp 
* .both 0ur Liberties and our Worfc^p into the Hand* 
.of a pQptfb Ufurper* ' , 

This Week I received the Pleafure of a Vifit 
from a Friend, who- quitted Sp*/» upon the prefent 
Polkire of Afiairs. He was always a goo<J Prote- 
ftajit, and a True Lover of his Country ; but, by 
living in a Nation, where an Inquifition makes 
Slavery and Superfthion pais for the Rigbts and 
"Religion* of Mankind, his former Abhorrence of 
Tyranny of every fort was nobly improved. He 
exprefled an uncommon Surprife at the Favourable 
Opinion of Popery, which he found prevailing at 
home. His Converfatkm warmed my Heart ; and 
put me upon -enquiring whence thefe growing Pre- 
judices, in' favour of that once-exploded Religion, 
Should proceed ; and made jne Kkewife thoroughly 
fenfible, how neceflary it is for every Honeft Bri- 
ton, to affift in putting a flop to the spreading of fo 
analignant and ruinous * "Corrtagton. 

As foon as it was found, That the Pretender 
would not turn Proteftant; his Agents thought 
thebeft Expedient to remove that OWtecle, and 
to fmodth his Paflage to the Throne, would be to 
vcool the Nation's Averfion to Popery. This, for 
fome Years paft, has been gradually managed with 
great Art, and a Succefs now too manifeft to be 
difregarded. To promote this Defign, feveral dor- 
mant Opinions of thofe Authours, who in the 
Reign of King Charles I. were willing to advance, as 
hear as Protectants could, towards Popery, wore re- 
vived and improved. To foften the Abiurdity of 
Tranfubftantiation, a Sacrifice in the Eucharift isaf- 

ierted : 
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ferted : To flatter the JUtabitlous amongft the Cler- 
gy, the Pewer of the Church has 1>een carry'd to ex- 
travagant Heights ; Hopes were to be given them, 
that they ihould be a Body independent of the State ; 
Auricular Confeffion is urged as a neceflary Part of 
Chriftian Discipline ; And, to make them overlook 
the Real Dangers the Church is it* from the Papifts, 
they have been alarmed with Imaginary Fears of 
flie Diftenters. Hence the Diflenters have been 
painted in the mod odious Colours ; while fuch fa- 
vourable Reprefentations have been made of the 
> Papifts, that it is a received Maxim amongft the 
Populace, The t it is better t* be a Papi/t, than a 
Presbyterian $ notwithstanding the Former is a Su- 
perftitious Idolater, and the Latter owns all the 
Eflentials of Chriftianity, ctiflering from us only ia 
fome outward Forms and Modes. 

Several accidental Caufes have likewifc coa- 
fpired to facilitate thefe Defigns of our Enemies : 
As FtrJI ; a notorious Corruption of' Manners j 
which inclines the Loofe of both Sexes to look to- 
wards Popery, as the faireft Twig to catch at, to 
lave their finking Confctences. Tn the next Place; 
Party-Refentroent is fo ftrong in many, that to gra- 
tify their Revenge, they would rifque the Ruin of 
themfelves ^nd of the whole Conftitution, in hopes 
to overthrow their imaginary Adverfaries. Third- 
ly, Popery does not appear Bare-facerf in England '; 
the Terrours of it are veiled ; and it is under fuch 
Reftridions by our Laws, and reprefented fo harm- 
lefs through the Cunning of the Enemies to the 
Proteftant Succeffion ; that the Inconfiderate are 
put off their Guard, and infenfibly learn to play 
with their Danger, and at laft, even to court their 
Ruin. 

Laftty ; There is fuch a Diftance of Time from 
the Reign of King James II. when the Defigns 

A 2 . and 
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and Practices of the Papifta were open and noto- 
rious, that few of the prefent Generation have been 
. EyerWitnefles to them; and therefore they retain 
but faint, traditional Impreffions of the Odioufnefe 
jof Popery : And (which I am forry to mention) 
thofe Watch-Men, who fhould, from Time tq 
Time, have refiefhed the Memory of thofe Days* 
.and have kept alive in the Minds of Proteftants 
the audacious Attempts upon ouf Religion and Li- 
berties, have either carelefsly or wilfully neglected 
.to continue the Alarm. 

It is therefore high Time to awaken my Coun- 
trymen from this prevailing, fatal Lethargy ; It is 
high Time to cry aloud to them, tjiat Popery is 
an abfurd, fuperftitious, enthufiaftick, idolatrous^ 
cruel Inftitution: That it darkens the.Underftand- 
ing, and enflaves the Confciences, of its Votaries ; 
and is as much an Enemy to Vertue as to Truth : 
That it breaks afunder all the relative Ties of Men 
one to another 5 that it v utterly fubvertsall the Ad- 
vantages of Society ; and does effe&ually (what 
the firft Chriftians were falfly accufed of) turn the 
World upfide down. . 

I would have my Proteftant Countrymen 
farther convinced, that Popery is as reftlefs now 
to contrive, and as powerful to effect, our Ruin, 
as it was formerly ; that all her fpecious Pretences 
of Moderation and of Friendlhip are infidious :* 
And, to think of fetting a Popifli Prince over a 
Proteflant People, is as ftrong an Inftance of In- 
fatuation, as 'it would be to commit the Sheep to the 
keeping of the Wolf. 

These Gonfiderations are fo evident and gla- 
ring, that I need not here enlarge upon them. I 
fhall therefore, at prefent, only endeavour to renew 
in my Fellow-Subje&s their wonted Averfion td 
Popery, by a lively and fine Allufion, which terms 
Idolatry a Spiritual JVhoredom. And if we look upon 

the 

Digitized by VjOOQLC 



N a 107. The Free-Thinkek. g 

the Romijh Church in this Light, a general Horrour 
of Popery in a Proteftant Country (to purfue the 
fame Allufion) *is a National Modefty^ necefTary to 
preferye its Purity : It is fome Degree of Prostitu- 
tion in Proteftants to hear Popery favourably named, 
without a Blufh, and manifeft Tokens of Indigna- 
tion : Not to ftartle, is to comply ; not to con- 
demn, is to approve of, and encourage, the mer- 
cilefs Ravifher of our-Liberty and our Religion* 



N° 107. Monday* March, 30. 17 19. 



Et qu0s y SJauri, carpam^ &f r>, proximq?nyrU ; 
Sic pofeta quoniam fuaves mifcetis odores* v 

Viro. 



AT la ft, through the Contributions of my 
Friends, I have gathered fuch a Variety of 
Materials, as will make a Patch- work Paper 5 which 
may be perufed, to advantage,, with little Attention ; 
and may pleafe, from its Novelty, more than an 
Uniform Piece. I give it to the Publick (in the 
Holidays) as a Half-Jheet Mifcellany^ in which eVery 
Reader may, find fomething to pleafe his Fancy. 

Th e Firft Performance is a very Familiar Off- 
hand Epiftle, dated the Twenty-fixth of January 
laft, from « young Gentleman to his Friend, who 
had written te him in Verfe : And I am of opi- 
nion, it will be relifhed by the fprightly young Fel- 
lows, who drink Cbampagn*. 

A 3 DEAR 

Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



6 jr&FREE-T HI»KER. N° IO/, 

T\ E AR Tom, thy motly Lines difcover 
-*** At once the Poet and the Lover ; ' % 
Titles, all Pretty Fellows drive at, 
And very Few, or JSfone, arrive at : 
For, Hearts, that prove Jincerefy True, 7 

And Heads that diclate Something New, ^ 

Are Talents, Nature grants tb Few. 3 

And yet, when Beaus at Beauty nibble, 
7hey all turn IVits, and needs mnjl J cribble. 

But you (forgive fo jttft a Praife) 
Have won tbeiS/lyitle and the Bays : 
The Myrtle with the Bays entwined 
(A double-Wreath) your Brows fttall bind. , 
The Onefift Sapphicksyft*// infpire, 
And tune to Love the moving Lyre : 
The Other make you ridicule 
The Knave, the Pert, the tazvdry Fool; 
In Comedy or Satire Jhine, 
As gently Keen in every Line, 
Asivhenfair Amoret is J**n, 
Half in Good Humour, half in Spleen. 

Poets, 'tis tme, in Ancient limes, 
Did to their Subjecls Jet their Chimes : 
Hence Satire in Iamb'ck bites ; 
And Praife attempts Pindarick Flights : 
Smart Epigram, as Fancy runs, 
Mayfport in Quibbles or in Puns ; 
IVhile Love, and Grief, and every Pain, 
In mournful Elegy complain. 

Now, of all Thefe you make a Mixture 
Might prove (you think) a Love -Elixir. 
Rut if, aias, it Jbould not cure 
Tour Heart's relentlefs Calenture, ' , 

Take 



rpic^ 2£* F ree-Thin rb R* 7 

Take my Advice ; Leave it to Time ; 
Try any Remedy, but Rhim : 
For, the Mufes, hnptof Jove, 
.//n? wanton Wenches, Pimps to Love T \ 
And Helicon, that qwackiflr Liquor, 
Makes the Fools, who drink it, Jfcker, 

Tcan no more: Dear Tom, Adieu ; 
And think on him< that thinks on Ton. 

The Lover, to whom I gave my Advice on 
the Twenty-Third of February, has fent me a 
very obliging Letter of Thanks ; in which he en- 
, clofes the following Verfes, deliring the Fre* Thinker 
to convey them to his Fair Acquaintance, being at** 
erefent unfortunately feptf ated front her. 

r. 

The Bird, thai hears her Nejilings cry, 

And flies abroad for Food, 
Returns, impatient, through the &fy 9 

To nurfe the callow Broed* 

The tender Mother knows no Joy t 

But bodes a thou/and Harms, 
And fie kens for the Darling Boy, 

While abfent from her Arms* 

3- 

Such Fondnefs, with Impatience join' *d> 

My faithful Bofom fires, 
Now fore 7 d to leave my Fair .behind \ 

The $>ueen of my. Defires ! 
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The Powers of Ferfe too languid prove > 

All Similes, are vain, 
Tojhew how ardently 1 ' love 9 - 

Or to relieve my Pain. 

s : 

The Saint, with fervent Zeal infpir^d 

For Heaven and Joys Divine, 
The Saint is not with Raptures fir^d 

More pure, more warm than mine* 

6. 

I take 'what Liberty I dare 5 

9 Twere impious to fay more: 
Convey my Longings to the Fair, 

The Goddefs r I adore* < 

The next Piece is a Thought elegantly wrought 
out from a Greek Epigram, by a Gentleman of Ox- 
ford ; and is a Genteel Reprimand to all the beau- 
tiful Coquettes in the Nation. 

Charming is ypur Shape and Air, 
And your Face as Morning fair t 
Coral Lip, and Neck of Snow ; 
Cheeks, where opening Rofes blow, t 
TFhen you fpeak, or f mile, or move ', 
All is Rapture, All is Love. . , 

2. 

But thofe Eyts, Atits, I hate h 
, Eyes, that heedlefs of my Fate* 
Shine with undifcerning Rays $ 
On the Foplin idly gaze, 

Watch 
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Watch the, Glances of the Vain ; 
Meeting mine with cold Difdain. 

I recommend the fucceeding Little Ode to 
thofe of iriy own Sex, who have wafted their 
whole Time from their Youth in accumulating 
Wealth ; and may ftand in need, in their latter 
days of a Wife ; in hopes to clofe the laft Scene 
of Life as agreeably, as they pafied their more 
vigorous Time laboriously. It is the Courtfhip of 
an old Man to a young Virgin, imitated frohi 
Anacreon ; and may infptre a hail Citizen with, 
many witty Conceits in making Love. 

And why fo Coy> my blooming Maid ? 
Is Innocence of Age afraid? 
Thy Cheek may with the Rofe compare > 
My Head is, as the Lilly fair : ' 
What lovely Garlands Maids compofe % 
Who weave the Lilly with the Rofe / 

To conclude my Colle&Ion, I ,have a fhort O- 
riginal Epigram j. written in Good Humour : And 
yet, I forefee, it will not make fome of my Rea- 
ders laugh, though their Spirits are: brisker, and 
their Hearts more jocund, now, than they have 
been iince the Defeat of the Spanish Fleet in the 
Mediterranean* 

George came to the Grown without Jlriking a 

Blow: 
Ah y quoth the Pretender, would I could dofo ! 



As N* 
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Indoflus cfuid emmfaperet lifer que btbarumi 
RujUcm urban* emfujus y turpi* bmefte ? 



How* 



To'the FREE-THINKER. 

S I R, ^ , Eaftir Monday 1718, 

"if muft be con&ffed, you arc the mefl: trie- 
*' * fill, as^vell a* the moft re^fenable, Englijh 
Ci Philosopher, our Age has produced : But never- 
ir tbeleis, I can affiire yo&, that for one Drfciple 
u you have amongft trie Fair Sex, the Swifs-Sage 
" may count an Hundred : And yet, I dare fay, 
*? your Perfon is to the full engaging as hie. In fpight 
"of your feafonaMe Ank&adverfions on * Maf- 
** queradesy I find the Iniquity of them is to be re* 
44 newed. On< Tlmrfday next, between tlie Hoars 
<c of Ten and Twelve at Night, will begin 
** another pablick Sale by Inch of Candle, 
"at the Great Petticoat- Warehoufe in the Hay- 
" Market y for the Benefit of Mr. Heidegger \ the 
c * Auction to continue till Sun-rifing ; and the 
<* Conditions of Sale, as ufual :• Neither do I be- 
i 6 lieve, this Collection of Figures, will bs tbe Laft, 
« to be expofed thirSeafon. 

"For 

♦N C 6S\ 
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" For my part, Mr. Free-Thinker* I {ball never 
* c forgive the Ingenuity of this Switzer; finee 
" hb Inventions have deprived me of the 
€i greateft Happinefs, I gropofed 'in Life. You 
<s muft know, Sir, I had made my Addrefles to 
" Imotnda with, all the Succefs, a Lover could wifli 
" for : The Day of Marriage was appointed j 
44 and the- Father had contented to give me Five 
44 Thoufand Pounds with his favourite Daughter. 
" lathe meantime^ it happened, that (without her 
" Knowledge) I difcovered her, Three Rendezi- 
44 vouiing Nights fuceefiively r at the Haunted 
" Houfe, when the Crowing of the Cock had 
" warned the Spefinres to retire ; The firSt time^ 
<c flie appeared as a Sultan ; the next Night, (he 
44 walk'd as aMiik^Maid, till Five in the Morning * 
" and the. third time, I found her tripping after a 
44 Lord, in, the Habit of a Running Footman* 
44 Hereupon,. I demanded Five Thoufand Pounds 
04 more of the Father, for Masquerade Money : 
" Hcwaspleafed (with Tears in Ws Eyes) to think 
44 my Demand reafonaWe, confidering how one 
44 Extravagance makes way for another : But, his 
" Qrcumttancesnot enabling him to advance Hal/ 
" the Sums I was* forced in common Prudence,/ 
44 to renounce the intended Marriage, much againft 
** my Inclinations. 

4< Such of our Gentry as have a Genius for 
<c Intriguii^ and others, who are only difpofed 
* c to he innocently Merry, may certainly contrive 
• 4 to gratify their Humours at a cheaper Rate, than 
44 by fuifering R/lr. Heidegger to tax their Pleafures* 
** I own, I am fo dull of App*ehen{ion, that I can 
c# difcover no Ingenuity, no Advantage or Improve-" 
*• ment, in all thisExpenfive, Publick Folly ; unlefs 
« 4 it be, that fome Families may he bkft whh an 

" Heir, 
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" Heir without the Trouble of fending their Ladies 
" fofar as the Bath, this Summer. I am, 

SIR, ' 

Tour True Difcipte, 

U-RBANUS.: 

The Extravagancy, complained of in this : Let- 
ter, is grown too Fafhionable to be difcountenan- 
ced by Kidicule ; and too Notorious,, not to deferve 
the moft Publick Reproofs of every Good Mam 
The Infection fpreads like a Peftilence, in fuch a 
vaft populous City as this is ; efpecially where 
the People of every Rank are fo Free, that no one,* 
who .can procure* a Ticket for Love of Money, _ 
can be denied Admittance % and where likewife 
the Diverfion is fo New, that their very Curiofity 
excites Hundreds to croud to it. Upon this ac- 
count, I .have all along wondred, how Perfbns of 
Quafity could be brought to think, there can be 
any Politenefs or Decency in an Amufement, 
wherein they debafe Themfelves to mix, at un- 
feafonable Hours, in Difguife with the vile and the 
profligate of both Sexes, 

I have, long fince, reprefented the evil Con- 
fequences of * Luxury in a Nation : And (I be- 
lieve) I need not prove, that Publick Mafquerading 
is not only a new, additional Branch of Luxury 
among us -, but likewife, that it tends more im- 
mediately to corrupt the Sobriety and Chaftenefs 
of the People's Morals, than any other Folly here- 
tofore introduced : And, as for the Elegance orthis 
Popiih Paftime, ft is at beft but a Corruption of 
Blind Man' s Buff. 

Therb 
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There is a Libertinifm and a Wanton ri eft 
imply'd in the very Deiign of Mafquerades : And, 
if the Company met in their ftrange Habits with 
no other Intention, but to fpeak and aft as they 
do upon other Occafions in Publick ; the fame 
Perfon would hardly be twice at the Trouble and 
Expence, whrch is well known to Mrs. Long i I 
cannot help obferving to my Country- Women, 
that there is fomething Hardy and Mannifli in 
blending frankly with a Multitude of borrowed 
Faces : This alone (to fuppofe nothing worfe) does 
by degrees wear out that Femak Shynefs and Ti- 
midity, and the Delicacy of that natural Modefty, 
which is the fecureft Guard of a Lady's Innocence 
and Vertuc. The Diftin£tion of Sexes is confoun- 
ed : A Countefs Mens to the Gallantry of a 
Chamber-Maid ; and a Lord is fired with the 
Coquettry of a Page. Husbands make unconfcious 
Love to their Wives, and Wives feduce their Hus- 
bands ; a Brother dies for his Siller, and a Father 
has been known to tempt his Daughter : In a word, 
fuch Difcoveries are made in this Love-Lottery, 
as create a mutual Diflatisfadtion : And the natural 
Confequence 6f all this blind Liberty, is Jealoufies^ 
Breaches, Saparations and Divorces, in Families, 
which might ha,ve preferv'd their Quiet, their Re- 
putation, their Fortunes, had the Theatre in the /foy- 
Market never been perverted to wrong Purpofes. 

To. fhe\fr. how this Extravagancy flackens the 
Induftry, and breaks mupon the Frugality of young 
Merchants and Tradefmen ; I fhall recolleft an 
Inftance, I remember fince laft Year, Ahout this 
time twelve- month, as I came from the Exchange ; 
by Stocks-Market (between Ten and Eleven in the 
Morning) 1 met a Cardinal in his Scarlet Robe% 
in a Hackney Chair, with the Glafles down, and 
his Face uncovered. He looked -*ery pale and fa- 
tigued % 
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tigped ; fa that,, in the midft of my Surprize at fo 
atfonifhing a Sight in the City, I began to pity the 
poor Man { till I bethought myfelf, that his Emi- 
nency came from the Duties of the concluding 
Mafquerade for that Year. Upon Enquiry, I am 
uifornaed, he was never known, from that Day 
forward, to appear upon the Exchange amongft his 
Fellow-Citizens. 



London, March > 21, 17*8* 

Dear Fr e e-Th i if k e a, 

* c T Am pleafed, you have allured my Lovers, 
* c * that my * FirA Letter was not feigned ; 
c< arid I defire you to make my Compliments to 
" all the Gentlemen, who toaft me fa affefiio*. 
' * c nately. 1 intend foon to reveal myfelf. to the 
<c Batcbejoxir Candidates, in- a. p»dper Manner j 
cc and (hall not be long in determining my Choice : 
" In the mean time, I do not forbid the Addreflea 
* of, any of the Perlbns*, you mention, excepting 
" Bah Smart. J thank Mr. R. L. for his. excellent 
€i Verfes dedicated to me;; and upon examining 
* c my Heart, I can with Modefty pretend to the 
«« Vertues, he requires in a Wife* I am* 

SIR, 

"^ - Yaur mtcb obliged Pupil % 

MlRANI>A, 

« P. S. I defire to know, whether Mr. Free- 
" Thinker be a Batchelour. 

I 
* N° 95 ? 103. 
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I Must inform the Reader, that both the E- 
piftles from Miranda are in the fame Chara&er, 
and net written in a Maiv's Hand. In breaking 
open the Seqond Letter, I obferved, it was fealcd 
with a ThimWe, the Coat of Arms of a Houfewife. , 
The Queftion, {he is pleafed to put to me in the 
Poftfcript,. may probably raife a Jealoufy in her Ad- 
mirers, and make feveral of my Difciples envy the 
Happinefs of their Teacher : NevertheWfe, I muft 
acquaint my Ward, that I am a Fatchelour (as 
fee is a Spinfter) through the Infuificiency of Love- 
Prdmifes : But then, I do not come within the Li- 
mitation of Years determined by Miranda ; though 
I muft add, for the Credit T>f my Profeffion, That 
.many a fine Gentleman of the Town is t not fo 
Youthful at Five and Twenty, as a found Philofo- 
pher }s at Forty. But then again, I am fcf wholly 
taken up with my Concern, for the Publick, that 
I am noprt leiflire to attend to the endearing' Cares 
of 2 Family, arid the engaging Amufements of 
Wedlock, 




N° 
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There's Joy^ when to wild Will you Laws prefer the 5 
/?^*« jwtt £/</ Fortune carry back her Bribe : 
A joy y which None^ butgreatefi Minds can tafle ; 
A Fame y which will to endlefs Ages laji. 

Dryden^ 



^P"H E Long Nights are paffed j and, in a few 
•■• Days, the Fire- fide will not be the Scene of 
^Converfation : Therefore, I (hall difmifs my* Win- 
ter-Evening Tales for this Seafon, with the follow* 
ing Story ; which (through the Length of it) I (hall 
not be able to conclude in one Paper. And here 
I muft fignify to my Readers, that I ftudy never 
to amufe them with a Tale, which does not con- 
vey a Moral, and {pme.ufeful Knowledge of Life ; 
that young Minds' may be improved, while they 
are delighted, as the Body is agreeably ftrengthned 
by gentle Exercifes.. 

TT HERE was a yong Man of^ extraordinary 
^ Beauty whofe Name was jRfcraj who wa& 
as remarkable for his Vertue and Ingenuity, as his* 
Elder Brother Brarmnto was noted for Deformity,, 
and a brutal, wicked Difpbfition. The Mother,, 
who doated upon her fecond Son, looked on the ', 

other 
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other with Horrour. The Eldeft, ftung with Jea- 
loufy and Envy, devifed a monftrous Calumny to 
ruin his Brother. He made his Father believe, that 
Florio went often by ftealth to a Neighbour's, who 
was his avowed Enemy ; that he informed him of 
all the Family-Concerns, and had entered into Mea- 
fures with him.to poifon his Father. Hereupon the 
Father, in his fury, beat his Innocent Son moft 
cruelly ; imprifoned him in a damp Dungeon, three 
days ; and then baniihed him from his Houfe, with 
Menaces to kill him if ever he returned. The affli&ed 
Mother was terrified ; though {he did not dare to 
vent her Anguifh, but in fecret Sighs. The unhap- 
py Youth went from his Father's Houfe, not know- 
ing which way to direft his wandering Steps. He 
joumey'd onward, as the Country lay before him - 9 
and towards Evening, he pafled through a dark Fo~. 
reft. The Night overtqok hira, as he came under 
(helter of a great- Rock ; there he laid himfelf 
down, at the Entrance of a Cave, on a Bed of 
Mofs, near which ran a Rill of pure Water ; and 
he foon fell into a Sleep, through the Laffitude of 
bis Spirits, notwithftanding his Sorrow. 

When he waked to the early Mufick of the 
Birds, he faw a beautiful Woman mounted on a 
Milk-white Steed with Trappings of Gold, who 
feemed to follow the Chace* Have you not. feen 
(faid (he) a Stag pafsthis way ; purfued by Hounds? 
Neither Stag nor Hounds have I feen, reply'd the 
Youth. You feem (faid the Lady then) to be 
greatly affli&ed : What is your Diitrefs? Be com- 
forted, young 'Man $ and take this Ring, which will 
make you the moft happy and the moft powerful 
Mortal* provided you never aba fe my Gift. When 

{ou turn the Diamond inward, you will become 
nvifibls ; when, you turn.it outward, you will be 
Vifible: When you Ihall put the Ring upon you t 
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little Finger, you- will he taken for the Son of the 
King, and be attended by a magnificent Train of 
Courtiers, and if you fhift it to your fourth Fin- 
ger, you will appea* in your natural Figure. She* 
laid no more; but in an inftant, plunged out of 
fight into- the Wood : When, the young Man foor** 
apprehended, thaft the Lady, who fpoke thus t»' 
him, was a Fairy* 

Transport id wkh his good Fortune, Fhrir 
jefolved to return to his FatherVHoufe ; impatient 
to make trial of his Ring. He few and he heard ' 
every thing he defired, without being dtfcovered ; 
and had it in his Power to avenge himfelf of h» 
Brother, without being expofed to any Danger,. 
Neverthdefs, he could not refrain from drfdofmg^ 
himfelf to his difcanfohrt* Mother ; whom- be en-* 
ttufted with* his flrange Adventure. This done, Ke* 
removed his enchanted Ring to his little Finger, 
and at once appeared entrkig the Houfe like the* 
Prince, the Son of the King, attended by a Num- 
ber of Officers, rfchry cloathed, with an Hundred* 
£ed-Horfe$ in his Train. 

His Father was aftonifhed to fee the King's Son* 
irr hisKttle Houfe; and was at a lofi to know how 
he might behave himfelf towards him, with proper 
Refped. Flario demanded of hi m, how many Sons 
he had ? To which he anfwered, Two. I defire 
to fee them ; bring them inftantly before me : I 
have a mind to carry them both to the Court, and 
make their Fortunes, continued he. The Father*, 
fiefitatrng through his Guilt, faid : This is my Ekteft^ 
whom I now prefent to you. Where then. >is the- 
youngeft ? I muft fee himJikewife, reply'd Ffcrio.- 
He is not at home, faid the Father : 1- chaftifed, 
him for a Fault 5 and he is run away* But, anfwer- 
ed Florh; you mould have endeavoured. to amirrd 
him by your Inftrucluons, and not .have driven him 

fronv* 
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from your Houfe. Nevertheless* ghre mc the EMeft - w 
and let him follow me: And do you ((jpeaking ta 
his Father) ge along with two of my Guards* 
who will. conduct you to the Place I (hall ap- 
point. Immediately two of the Guards took the 
Father under their Care; And now the Fairy al- 
ready mentioned, coming up to him in a Forcft, 
fmote -him on the Shoulder with a golden Wand* 
and compelled him to go down into a deep dark. 
Cavern ; where he remained under the Enchant- 
ment. Abide there (faid flie) till your Son comes 
to deliver you. 

In the mean time, Fhrio went to the JKng's 
Court; when, the young Prince was erabasked withi 
Troops, -to carry on a War in a diftant Ifland. He: 
had been driven by the Winds on a ftrange Coaft *. 
where fufltring Shipwreck, he was detained a Cap~ 
tive, amongft a barbarous People. Fltrw made hi* 
Appearance in the Court, as if he was the very 
Prince, whofe Lofe was univerfally lamented. He 
faid, he fhould nfcver have feen his own Counts^ 
again, had he not been afitfte£by fome Merchants. 
He was the public k Joy : The King received him 
with Fatherly Transports, which, appeared in the. 
Silence of his clofe and eager Embraces: The 
Queen felt all the tender Raptures of a fond Mo- 
ther: And publick Rejoycings and Feftivak were 
ordered, throughout the Kingdom. 

On e day, this young Man, who pafled for thft 
Prince, faid to his own Brother , Bramhtte, you fee 
I have brought you from a Village to the Court, 
in order to make you a Great Man ; but I know* 
you are a Lyar* and that, by your Calumnies, you 
have brought Mifcry upon your Brother Fhri*. Nc- 
verthelefs, he now. lies concealed in the Palace ^ 
and I will have you fpeak with him, and give him 
an Opportunity to make you fenftble of your wic-. 
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kcd Pra&ices. Braminto trembling, caff himfelf at : 
his Feet, and confeffed his- Fault. But this (fays 
Fhrio) does not fatisfy me ; I muft have you fpeak 
to your Brother, and ask his- Pardon. He rrraft be 
very Generous to forgive you ; for, you do not de- 
ferve it. He is* in my Clofet ; where you (hall fee 
him prefently : In the meantime, I will remove 
into the next Apartment, to leave you more at 
liberty with him. 

Hereupon, Fhri* withdrew into theadjoin- 
ing Room, and ihifting his Ring, pafled by a Back- 
door into the Clofet, in his natural Shape ; when' 
Braminto (after a Paufe arifing from his Guilt) 
ventured to open the Clofet Door, that lay before 
him ; and was ftruck with Shame and Confufion 
at the Sight, of hisBrother. He asked his Pardon, 
and promifed to amend all his Faults. Fhrio em* 
braced him with Tears of Tendernefe ; affured him 
of a hearty Forgfvenef*; and faid, I am in high- 
favour with the Prince : I can, if I pleafe, have 
you put to death, or have you imprifoned for Life : 
Btft, I will approve myfelf as indulgent to you, as 
you have {hewn yourfelf unkind to me. Braminto, 
abafhed and confounded at fuch Goodnefs, expref- 
fed the utmoft Submiifion ; not daring to lift up - 
bis Eyes, nor to call him Brother. 

The Day after this Interview, Florio pretended, 
that he muft abfent himfelf from the Court, and * 
make a Journey fecretly to marry a Princefs of a . 
neighbouring Kingdom. But under this Pretence, 
he went to vifit his Mother ; to whom he related j 
what he had done at Court; and he.fapplyM heiy 
at the fame time, with a convenient Sum of 
Money, knowing fhe ftood in need of it. For the* 
King allowed him to demand of his Treafurer whatr 
Silver and Gold he pleafed : But, his Demands- 
were always very moderate. 
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?fc* Continuation of the Tats. 

T N the mean time, a War broke put between 
■• the King and a neighbouring Potentate, who 
was an unjuft, Trtjce-brealung Prince. Florio went 
to the Court of-this faithlefs Monarch ; and, re- 
maining invifible by means of his King, he difco- 
vered aflhis moft fecret Counfels. When he was 
throughly apprifed of all the Defigns of the Enemy, 
he entered upon proper Meafurestodifconcert them. 
He commanded the Army of his own King ; entire- 
ly defeated his Enemies in a bloody Battle ; and 
concluded a glorious Peace upon equitable Condi- 
tions. 

The King "was now determined to marry him 
to a Princefs, who was the Heirefs of an adjoin-, 
ing Kingdom ; and whole Beauty was admired by 
all the Princes of the Eaft. It happened, one day, 
that Florio went out to hunt in the Foreft, where 
he was firft benighted in. his Troubles. When, by 
his eager Purfui.t of a Stag, he was feparated from 
the Company; the Fairy prefented her felf to him 
again, and faid : I warn you not to think of mar- 
rying, as if you were the rrince : Remember, you 
are to deceive no Man : It is juft, that the Prince, 
whom you perfoliate, (hould return and fucceed to 
*heKin£ his Father. I enjoin you thciefore to 1 
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find him out in an Ifland, whether the Winds (hall 
convey your Ship by my Influence ; make no de- 
lay* to perform this Service, due to your Mafter ; 
-and then refolve to return like an honeft Man into 
your proper Condition, without liftening to the Flat- 
tery of Ambition. Should you negleft your Duty 
on this Occafion, you will be di&oneft, and prove, . 
in the end, Unhappy : for, I (hall abandon you to 
your formef Mfleries. Having fpoke thus with an 
% Air of Severity, fhe difappeared ; and her fage Ad- 
vice funk deep into the young Man's Heart. 

He demanded the King's Permiflion to go 
alone upon a fecret Negotiation, which (he 
{aid) he had a mind to tranfaft with a powerful 
State, for the Advantage of the Kingdom. Under 
this Pretext, he embarked privately in a fmall Ship* 
and the Winds bore hiih dire&ly to the Ifland, 
where theTairy told him he Ihould find the King's 
Son. Accordingly, he found the Prince, a Cap- 
tive in a barbarous Nation ; where he was employ- 
ed to tend Sheep. Florio went invisible to the fo- 
litary Valley, where he tended the Flocks ; and 
throwing his own invifible Qoak over him, he de- 
livered him from the favage People. They em- 
barked together ; and the Fairy fent favourable 
Winds to bear them borne. They landed private- ■ 
ly ; went dire&ly to the Court ; and entred the 
King's Apartment together: When Florio advancing 
lip to the King, faid ; You have believed me to be 
your Son ; and yet I am not : But now, I prefent 
hira to you; behold your Son indeed. 

The King, greatly aftoniftted, addrefled himfelf 
to the true Prince, faying; Is it not you, my Son, 
who have vanquished my Enemies in Battle, and 
who have concluded for me a glorious Peace ? Or 
rather, is it true, that you have fuffered Shipwreck; 
that you were in Captivity ; and that Florio has 
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<felivcred you ? Even fo, mv Father, replies the 
Prince : FUrio came into tne Country, where 
J was detained in Bondage : To him I owe my 
Deliverance j to Uim I owe the Satisfaction of fee- 
ing yon again: And it is to Florio* not to M% 
vou ftand indebted for your ViSory, and your 
Peace. The Amazement, which was manifeft ia 
Jthe Countenance of the King, fhewed (that he be- 
Jieved not what Tie heard ; Whereupon, Florh (hift- 
ing Iris Rigg, appeared iij the LikeneJs of the 
Prince ; <a*td the King^ yet mote amazed for a 
vial^vfewat once two Per fon$. each ieemmgly his 
Son. * 

T« b Kipg, at laft fully fetfefy*d, offered im~ 
anenfc Riches to Florio for his great Servtecs ; which 
he modeftly refufed; and only requefted of the 
£iqg, the Favour of permitting Jiia BrotherBraminto 
-to continue in ihe Employment, he held in bi$ 
Court. As for Himfelf, he wasgppreben&ve of the 
Incanihncy of Fortune, <tf the Envy .of Mankind, 
juad of his own Weakaeffes : And therefore he de- 
iired, he might have leave to retire to his native 
Village, and live with his Mother ; where he ap* 
^ly'd Jiimfelf to till the Ground* 

As he was labouring in the FieWs, the Fairy 
•came to him again : She (hewed him the Cavern, 
Inhere his Father Uy confined j and taught him cer- 
tain Words which he fcould pronounce to break 
the Enchantment, and deliver him. . He pronoun* 
ced the Words with a fenfible Pleaitre; he deliver- 
ed his Father* whom he had long wtfhed 'to fee 
Free, with the utmorV Impatience : Moreover, he 
gave Jhoi wherewithal to pais J*is Qld Age corn*, 
fertably. He was likewife kind to all his Roja* 
lions t and had thePleafuve of fhewing Jbimfelf * 
Benefe&or to every Man, who had endeavoured to 

injusc hun. 
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Notwithstanding Florio had performed the 
Tnoft fignal Services for the Court, he petitioned 
for no other Recompence, but the Liberty to live 
"a Stranger to its Vices and Corruptions. And, as 
*he moft extraordinary Inftance of his WifJom, 
he was afraid left his Ring (hould tempt him to 
•quit his Privacy, and engage him again in Puhlick 
Affairs. Under this Uneafinefs he return'd to the 
Wood, where the Fairy had appeared fo favoura- 
ble to him ; in hopes to find her, he went Day af* 
%er Day to the Cave, where he-firft faw her, in 
the Morning. At laft, (he prefented hetfelf to him ; 
and he gave back the Enchanted Ring, to her. I 
return you (faid he) your Gift, which is as dange- 
rous, as it is valuable ; a Gift, which (I fear) it ft 
^mpoflible not to abufe. I (hall never think my 
Happinefs fecured, while I wear a Temptation to 
tjuit my Solitude, with fo ample a Power to gra- 
tify all my Paffions. 

In the mean time Braminto^ whofe wicked 
Difpofition was not changed, abandoned himfelf to 
the Malice of his Heart ; and ufed evefy Artifice 
to engage the young Prince (who now was King) 
to persecute Florio in his Retirement. The Fairy, 
knowing hisPra&ices, faid, Your incorrigible Bro- 
ther ftudie* to render you fufpeded to the new 
King, and to Work your Ruin* He deferves ttf 
be punifhed ; and he (hall perifh in his Wickednefs. 
I will give Mm the Ring which you return to me. 
Florio bewailed the Iniquity of his Brother ; and faid 
to the Fairy : How do you propofe to punifh him, 
when you give him fo miraculous a Prefent ? He 
.will abufe it, anfwered the Fairy : He will employ 
the Vertues of it to diftrefs all good Men, and to 
acquire unlimited Power. The Gifts (continued 
file) which are a Blcfling to fome, prove a Cuife 
40 others : Profperity is the Source of Misfortunes 

to 
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to the Vicious : The raoft effe&ual Means to pu- 
ttifh an Unjuft Man feverely, and to haften his 
Deftruftion, is to raife him to an eminent Degree 
of Poorer. 

- The Fairy went inftantly to the Palace ; where 
flie found Braminto, meditating Mifchief, in his 
Clofet. Shedifclofed her felf to him under the 
Appearance of an old Woman, poorly habited ; 
and faid to him : I have convey'd away from your 
Brother the Miraculous Ring I lent him, with which 
he performed fuch Wonders, and acquired fo much 
Glory : I beftow it on you ; and advife you to 
make a proper Ufe of it. Braminto reply'd with 
a Smile ; I fhall not abufe your Gift, like my Bro- 
ther, who fooli&ly employ'd it tofeftore the Prince, 
"frben he might have reigned in his place. 

Braminto, now in Poffeflion of the Ring, ap- 
ply'd himfelf to difcover the Secrets of Families, 
to perpetrate Treafons, Murders, Villanies ; to 
over- hear the Counfels of the King, and to de- 
fraud private Perfons of their Treafures. His in- 
vifible Crimes aftoniftied the whole Nation. The 
King perceiving all his Secrets difcovered, was at 
a lofs to know how to remedy the Incohveniency : 
But, the furprifing Affluence, and the uncontrollable 
Infolence, of Braminto, made him fufpe£t, that 
he had his Brother's Enchanted Ring. He, 
therefore, employed a Foreigner of a Hoftile Na- 
tion to dete& him -, whom he encouraged with a 
confiderable Bribe. This Man came to Braminto 
by Night ; he offered him immenfe Riches, and 
the higheft Honours in the Enemy's Country, if 
he would employ proper Spies to betray the Coun- 
fels of the King. 

Braminto readily aflented ,to the Propofal ; 
and was carried privately to a Merchant (em- 
ploy'd for the Purpofe) who advanced him an 
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Hundred Thoufand Pieces of Gold, for hiV in-. 

, tended Treafons. Uraminto, to convince them of 

the Services he was able to perform, boafted that 

he *had a Ring, which rendered him Invifible* 

when he pleafed. The next Morning, the King 

-fent for him ; and, as foon as he came into hi* 

Prefence, ordered : him to be feized. The Ring 

was immediately taken from him j ai*J Paper* 

found upon him, that proved many of his Crimes* 

Florl$ came to the Court to intercede for his Bro- 

. ther's Pardon ; but could not prevail. Bra mint* 

was,put to death : fo that the Ring proved more 

fatal to him than it had been advantegeous to hie 

Brother. 

The King, thinking to comfort Florio for the 
Juftice executed on his wicked Brother, reftored 
the Ring to him, as the molt inestimable Prefent 
he could make him: The afflicted Florio judged 
otherwife; and went again to feek after the Fairy 
,in the Foreft. Receive (faid he) your Ring : The 
Fate of my Brother has fully explained to me what 
I did not fo clearly comprehend from your Words. 
Keep for ever from me the deteftaWe Inftrument 
of my Brother's Ruin. Alas \ he might ftill have 
lived i he would not have over-whelmed his Fa- 
ther and his Mother with Sorrow and Difgrace in 
their old Age ; he might perhaps, in time, have! 
grown a wife and a happy Man ; had he never had 
it in his Power to gratify his unreafonable Deiiresw 
Jrlow dangerous a Truft is unbounded Power ! Take ' 
back your Ring: Wretched are they, on whom 
you (hall beftow it ! One Favour only I earneftljr 
,xequeft j never give it to .an/ of nly Friends. 
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Jffo/V enumerem Atttum multitudinem, fine qnibus 
vita omntno nulla ejfe potuijfet £ S^uis enim atgris 
Jubvenljfety qua ejjet oble&atto vafentium, qui 
vifttts aut tultus ; nlfi tarn mult a nobis artes mi- 
nijlrarentur ? Hfyuibus tebus ex cult a bomrnum.vita 
tan turn dejlitit a cultu 6f viftu bejliarum, 

Cicer. de Off. 1. 2. 



T Have, in .four of my * Supplemental Leflurei 9 
* attempted to vindicate Knowledge and Learn- 
ing, in general, from the mod remarkable Dis- 
couragements and Mifreprefentations, under which 
they labour very undefervedly : But, I fhould be 
Wanting to my Subjeft, ~a£ well as deficient in the 
Care of my young, hopeful Difciples, if I did not 
proceed to confider the Objections perpetually ur* 
ged, by the Ignorant, againft feveral particular 
Branches of Knowledge. . Therefore, I {hall in this 
Paper purfue my Defign, already more than half 
compleated. ' 

I have obferved, that one of- the moft prevail- 
ing Obje&ibns againft Knowledge in general is, 
that it proves of little or no profit to • the Poflef- - 
for of it: But this is an Imputation, which fells 
much heavier on fome parts of Learning, than 
it cap juftly be faid to fall upon others. 

B 2 It . 
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It cannot be faid, for inftance, that Divinity, 
Law, orThyfick^which are the three great learn- 
ed Profeffions) want Encouragement,- in thisNation : 
Though, it raujt be acknowledged, the greateft 
Dignities and Preferments, as well as the greateft 
Gains, attending thefe> Profeffions, do. not always. 
fall to the (hire of the mod deferving*. But then, 
there are ft ill Opportunities for a fober, induftri- 
ous Man, to maintain himfelf and his Family com- 
fortably, by teaching the Rudiments pf Learning : 
or by perfecting Gentlemen in particular Arts, arid 
Sciences. Beyond this, i. confers, the Lucre ari- 
fing from Learning is very precarious ; and, in all 
appearance very inconfiderable. The Profit gene- 
rally accruing from the Labour of writing the 
jnoft commendable and ufeful Books (the Time 
and Pains confidered) is hardly worth mentioning 
here ; fince many a learned Compofition, which 
has proved the Admiration of Pofterity, has not" 
procured twenty Pounds to the living Authour. 
But, if a Scholar by an unwearied -Application of 
Mind Ihould be able to acquire a fcanty Subfift- 
•uice by his repeated Productions ; yet, what a dis- 
heartening Confideration muft it be to a. Man of 
Worth and Capacity, to find himfelf neceffitated 
to drudge daily for his Bread ; and to have, in 
fpight of all his Knowledge and Ingenuity, the 
Difad vantage in this point, of a Writing- Clerk-; 
whofe Head holds no Communication with his 
Hand? 

There is no doubt, but this Difcouragement 
has deprived the World of the Advantage of marry 
Rn Extraordinary Genius, and reduced Perfons of 
great Abilities and Accomplifliments to fordid Me- 
thods of Gain 5 who, had it been their good For- 
tune to meet with a generous Patronage, would 
have obliged Mankind with fuch noble pifcove*- 
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ries, and fuch valuable Writings, as would hav£ 
been * lading Monuments of Glory to themfelvesi 
their Patriots and their Country. 
. It is therefore to be wiflied, for the common 
Benefit of Mankind, that either by the care of the 
Government^ or by the Favour and Liberality of 
the Powerful and the Wealthy, proper Encou- 
ragements were fettled to recompence the Perfons, 
who in any way diftinguHh themfelves by their 
learned Performances ; whether by bringing new 
Truths to light, or by facilitating and recommend- 
ing Truths already kndwn, or by contributing int 
any wife to perfect or refine either the ufeful Im- 
provements, or the innocent Diverfions of Life : 
That it may no longer (in a fjpurifliing Nation) 
fere. with many Men of excellent Literature, as it 
has fared with the firft Projectors of the moil ufe- 
ful Inventions $ who have been reduced to Poverty 
by the Expence of difcovering and promoting 
fuch Defigns, as have afterwards proved an Advan- 
tage, as well as an Ornament to the Publick. 

Another Difcouragement, feveral Branches 
of Knowledge labour under, is a fafhonable Con- 
tempt fixed upon them, by our gay Readers of 
Men. The Unlearned, for the moft part*, look on 
all Sciences converfant about abftra&ed Subje&s, 
or Speculations remote from common Life, to be 
matters of mere Curiofity, or vain, unprofitable 
Enquiries ; which, indeed, in an Inftance or two* 
may be true : Then they are apt to confider all 
rudimental Knowlede, as mean, trifling, and ufe- 
kfs. Whereas, to one, who underftands thofc fub- 
lime Truths, and comprehends at a View the long 
Chain of Reafoning, by which fome abftrufe Pro* 
pofitions are made evident ; it is Matter of Admi- 
ration that the Capacity of Human Nature fliould 
be abl$ to extend itfelf to fuch lengths of pro- 
B 3 , greffive 
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greflivc Deductions. Neither, ought *ny Rudi* 
ments to be defpifed* or accounted inean and irw 
Bing, or ufelefs, without the AUftance of wbk?h 
•we can never climb up to the fuperior Heights of 
Knowledge. 

If the felf-fufficient Contemners of Knowledge 
were lefs conceited in their Ignorance, alitteraoN 
deft Refle&ion would incline] them to think, they 
fcould not raihly judge any Part of Learning to he 
fin?erflu6us, becaufe they may not know the ufe- 
fulnefs of it ; any more than they would think it 
reafonable for a Perfon, who is no Artut, t& pro* 
nounce fome of the various Tools of a great Ar- 
tificer to be unneceflary, becaufe he is not able to 
jue£ to what ufe they are to be apply'd. 

To a Plowman no Occupation can ieem mora 
infignificant, than when he fees a Scholar employ- 
ing his Time early and late inxontemplating Line) 
and Figures ; And yet, moft of the Inftruments and 
Engines, that ferve to our Neceffities and our Plea* 
fures, are the Refult of Geometry. To thefe feem-r 
ingly idle Speculations we owe the Art of Survey* 
ing, of Gauging, of Gunnery, of Fortification, Ar- 
chitecture, and many other Improvements ; with- 
out which we fhould be accounted barbarous a-» 
mongft the European Nations, and unable to de- 
fend our felves again ft their Attempts upon us* 
Jftronomy, though immediately converfant only a* 
bout the Motions of the heavenly Bodies, has ma* 
jpifeftly contributed to enlarge our Trade and Na-> 
yigation. From this fingle Propofition, feemingiy 
cf no Confequencet That Water will rife aimoji r> 
the Height of thi Fountain-Head in a crooked Tuk< % . 
have we learnt fo eafily tb fupply the Houfes of 
this vaft and populous City plentifully with Water y 
and know, that a whole River caa now be con- 
tey'd thro' Piges„ crofc «*ny VaUeyj whicJ* th*r 

Romans 
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Romans and other Nations could not perform 
-without the immenfe Expence of building Aque- 
du&Sy and raifing Arches upon ^rches. 

Besides, it has happened, that feme Truths have 
been known many Ages, before they have .been 
apply'd to any practical Ufe. Thus, many Pro- 
perties of the Loadftone were long difcover'd, be- 
fore the Mariner's Compafs was invented ; which - 
has fo greatly improved the Navigation of the 
whole World. Thus likewife the Skill of the En- 
graver had brought Seals into general Ufe, two 
thoufand Years before the Ingenuity of ^Man (at 
kaft in Europe), not only found out Printing, but 
apply'd Engravery to the ftampiag of a Picture. 

Moreover, fo fruitful in concealed Know- 
ledge are many Proportions, that it would be Ra(h- 
neui in the moft learned Man to be pofitive he 
knew all their poflible Confequences, Applications, 
and Ufes > much left fhould the illiterate cenfure, 
asufelefs, particular Speculations, which to Pofterity 
may prove proliiick in advantages ; and, in the ' 
mean Time, are no way detrimental to the prefent 
Age. 

Lastly, the accurate Knowledge of Gram- 
tjtar, however trifling and puerile the Methods of 
Declining and Conjugating, and the Rules of Syn- 
tax may be thought, is the neceflary Foundation 
of Propriety and PerfpLcuity of Speech, as well as 
of Elegancy in Writing or Speaking: Neither can 
the Pedbn, who is deficient in thefe Rudiments, 
ever form a right Judgment, or acquire a true Tafte, 
of the Stiles of the moft admired Authouri* 



B 4 • N« 

Digitized by CjOOQ lC 



32 T^F ree-Thinker. N° iizi 
N° 112. Friday April 17. 17 19. 



■ Afcffr 0^» 1 j tf£*r, »«#r 0/w»/V parturit arbos ; . 
Nunc frondent Sylva i nunc for mojijjimus annul. 

' VlRG. 



TJAVTNG lately entered upon the Projeft of 
-** a* Poetical Miscellany for the En* 
tertainment of my Difciples of either Sex ; I pur- 
pofe to continue it, at proper Intervals, as. I re- 
ceive frefli Supplies* of Poetry. I make no queftion 
but my ingenious Correfpondents, throughout the 
Nation, will enable me to anfwer a Demand of 
this nature, to the Publick ; and I hope, none of 
them will ever have Reafon to complain, that their 
Compofitions are the worfe, for paffing through 
my Hands : And here I muft take notice of the 
Candour of Mr. R. L. who has fent me a Letter 
of Thanks for the Liberty, I took with his f Ver«- 
fes to Miranda. 

The following Lines are by the Oxford Gen- 
tleman, whom I mentioned in my firft Mifcellany. 

On reading her Name in a Lampoon. 

1. ^ 

rHB Village Lurcher idleftrays, ' ' ' \ 

At Cynthia barking allthe Night : 
While Cynthia Jheds her Silver Rays, 
t And brightens at his harmlefs Spight* 

9. Like 
* N Q 107. f N? 103. 
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2. 

Like the fair Regent of the Skies y 
The fair ejl Nymph of all the Plain 

The Rage of Satire may defpife \ 

And fweetlyf mile. with calm Difdain. 

3- 

My Idol 9 all the Graces arm ; 

Gayly avenge the dull Offence > 
Shine out in each reftftlefs Charm ; 

And look the Scribbler into Senfe. 

I have received an obliging (hort Epiftle, dated 
the third Inftarit, from a Lady, who fubfcribes her 
felf Aurelia ; in which (he enclofes the fubfequent 
Epigram^ defiring it may go to the Prefs, as the Per- 
formance of a Gentleman, who is her humble 
Servant. 

Written under the Picture of a beautiful Woman, 
Praying. 

OUCH Piety \ fuch Beauty join f d; 
^ . So fair aPaxe, fa pure a Mind! . 
Some Angel piftur'd here I fee : 
A'Mortal 9 fure 9 it cannot be ! 

The three next occaflonal Pieces are a Pre- 
fent from a Perfon, who is very much efteemed 
and admired by all, who know him ; and to whom 
the Free-Thinker has feveral Obligations. 



.£>•* 



/ 



Verses written in a Lady's Table-Book, under 
a Prayer to the Virgin Mary. 

T N thefmooth Plane your Hand engrave *j, 
You read your Wijbes, and your Slave* s. " 
You to the Saints to You Ibow\ 
Nor fear a fuperflitious Vow. 

B 5 Verses 
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Verses under a Lady's Pu^itfe'. 

rjlHE Poet and the Pairtter fafely dare 
-*■ To form an Image of tbeproudefi Fair: 
Your brighter Chafms, bylavi/h Nature wr ought l , 
Tranfcend the Painter's Skill, and Poet's Thought. 

Verses upon prefenting a Lady with a Handfu/ 
of Violets. 

rHE willing Flowers firfoke the Morning Dew y 
Jnd lavijk all their purple Pride for you. 
Y*ur Bofom can the fragrant Mornjupply; 
Jnd a neiv Spring is kindled from your Eye : 
Tranfplanted here the Violets f%ejher fmile, 
And breathe pure Odours in the beauteous Soil. 

They who admire the Peculiarity of Mr. 
Waller's gallant Manner of Thinking, will read tlje 
following Lines with Satisfaction. 

Lying at her Fe e t. 

rHIS JPoJlure and thefe Tears, which Heaven 
might move, 
In vain I ufe in favour of my Love. 
While proflrate at Amelia'* Feet I lie, 
Unmov'djhejlands; as Rocks, that, towering, high* 
Regard not thofe foft Murmurs, which below ' 
The plaintive Rivulets utter as they floiv. J 

"Mr. Weljlei, who lately gave me an Opportu*- 
. nlty to entertain the Town, with an * excellent 
Poem, has tWs Week been pleafed to oblige me 
with another Specimen of his Abilities, not infe- 
rior (I may fay) to his firft Performance. , It is 
a Piece of Spring- Poetry % very fuitable to thia 

Month* 
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Month ; with which I fliall ck>fc this Half-Sheet. 
Everyone, who perufes it, will be apt to take it 
in the, particular View, in which it delighted me, 
when I determined to call it the Picture of a Fine 
April- Morning ; which no Painter can exprefs in 
fach lively Images, through all its Changes. The 
Strokes in it are very mfcfterlyj and the whole 
Defign is new. 

*TiHE Snows are melted, and t\e Frofls arepaji ; " . 
■*■ Nor do we longer dread the wintery Blafl. 
What Garland Jhall Arayntor noiv deftgn, , 

What Wreath 9 Zelinda, round thyftemples twine f 
Fbr, Wreaths of every kind the Sea/on yields ; 
And Garlands rife in Plenty through the Fields. 

The dawning Year revives the Poets Fire ; 
Soft Strains of Love returning Suns infpire : 
In every Woody behold, in every Glade, 
The unfullfd Verdure, and the growing Shade ! 
All Nature, like a Bride, emerges bright ; 
And her Lap teems, luxuriant with Delight. 

. O'er tepid Plains the tempering Zephyrs pafs, 
Call forth the burfling Leaves, andfpring the Grafs : 
Afrefb the painted Paniie rears its Head ; 
The whitened Meadow ft arry Dailies fpread : 
The Birds fweet-warble from thefappy Boughs ; 
And Swains in tuneful Sighs renew their Vows. 

Infpire, O blooming Maid, my artlefs Lay, 
While I recall our firfl aujpuious Day j 
The Dawn {my Fair) when early I addreft 
My tender Suit,^ andfigtfd upon thy Breafl K * 
Zelinda blujh'd: A Blujh the Morning wore, 
Zelinda fmiN; Nor w at it Day before. 
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^fhe Sun a radiant Luftre holds a -while ; 
The Image of Zclinda'j g lea my Smile : 
A feeble Shine does on the Water play, 
And difappear by turns a fickle Ray. 
Zelinda wept : Whenfoon the changing Skies 
Grow black with gathering Clouds \ thatwcfiwardrife± 
Thin-fcatter'dnow the Drops, like Gems, defend; 
Now, with thefreauent Shower the Lillies bend. 
How calm the Air 1 A pleating Stillnefs reigns ; 
And the moijl Verdure brightens through the Plains. 
Soft- finking falls the Siher Rain : When Lol 
Athwart the Horizon ftretcV d, the watry Bow 
Swells its proud Arch, with braided Colours gay, 
Thatfhift their Dyes, and Jhtf ting fwift, decay. 
The Clouds difperfe : The Sun purfues on high 
His vaulted Courfe, and glows along the Sky : 
The Linnets in the dewy Bujhes fing ; 
And every Field is redolent with Spring. 

Such was the Morn* Zelihda ; may it prove 
A happy Emblem of Amyntor'j Love 5 
Begun by fmiling Hopes,' buffoon o*ercaJl : 
Our jealous Fears, like Clouds, dijpers'd at loft. 
Penjive I hung my Head, like drooping Flowers ; 
And Tears my Bofom dew*d, like gentle Showers ? 
Butfoon with fettled Joys my Soul is blejl ; 
Thy Face, my Heaven, in la/ling Smiles is drefi. 
Let fond Dijlrujl no morepafl Pains renew : 
JVhile thou art kind, Ainyntor will be true. 
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K° li$. Monday, April 20. 1719. 

Hesiod. 



/"\N Monday laft, I took notice of the Difcou- 
^^ ragements feveral Kinds of Knowledge buf- 
fer, chiefly from the Ignorant: I come now to 
confider the unworthy Treatment Learning meets 
►with frbm Men of Letters; whofe Paflions and 
Prejudices lead them to join with the Unlearned, 
In betraying their own Reputation and Intereft : 
A Folly, I hope to make them fenfible of, in the 
Compafs of two fhort Chapters. 

I. There is a manifeft Prejudice rifes,*in the 
Minds of moft Men, in favour of the particular 
Study, in which they excel : And. a Colle&or of 
Shells, or a Hunter after Butterflies, thinlts himfelf 
of the utmoft Importance. This Partiality inclines 
us to difefteem other Knowledges, in proportion 
as we are fondly pofleft in favour of our own. This 
Vanity (hews itfelf in the prevailing Contempt 
with which moft Proficients in the nobler Parts of 
Learning regard Perforis, who are eminent in in- 
feriour Arts or Sciences 5 never cbnfidering, that 
without fuch Scaffoldings, they could not have been 
able to raife their magnificent and lofty Piles of 
Knowledge : And while they owe the Foundation 
of their Glory to the Compilers of Rudiments, they 
defptfe their BenefaQors as laborious Men of mo- 
derate Capacities,' inftead of gratefully refpe&ing 
them for their neceflary Aififtances. 

No 
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No Perfon is more prone to fpeak contemp- 
tibly of a Grammarian, a Rheterkian, or a Lexic*- 
grapber, than one, whp by the JJxaSnefc and Po- 
Jitenefs of his Stile (hews, that he has made a pro- 
per Ufe of their Writing?. Neither is any Man 
more ready to'difcredit the Art of Logick y than the 
Anthoiuy who, by bis Accuracy in Reafpning, and 
his Dexterity in difentangling a perplexed Queftion, 
difcovers that he has, by ftudying; the Rules of 
Logic k^ acquire an habitual' Exadhtude of Judg- 
ment. Thus likewife, the great Jftronomer dcfpiftis 
the diligent Obfervtr* from whofe Labours he forms 
bis furprifing Theories: The Natural Pbilofopher 
contemns the ArtUans, whofe various Experiments 
enable him to know the Powers of Nature : And w 
the learned Phyfician difdains the meer Pra&itioner, 
notwithftanding the Experience of the one very 
much enables the other to fuccee'd in the Cure of 
Difeafes. Now, though the intrinfick Value of the 
feve'ral Arts and Sciences muft be acknowledged 
to be very d ^proportioned upon a juft Computation, 
either as their Subje&s are of greater Ufe and, 
Dignity, or as they require a more extenlive Ca- 
pacity of Mind to comprehend them; yet, is not 
any Part of Knowledge mean and infignificant ; 
and the Time and Pains, beftowed in t^e Advance- 
ment of any Science for the Advantage of others, 
pught to be thankfully acknowledged, 'as an uni- 
verfai Benefit to Society. 

Together with this Partiality, which Men 
of Letters entertain in favour of their own Pro- 
r vince of Learning, there is another Prejudice, which 
frequently arifes from the different Caft of their 
Minds, np lefe detrimental to Knowledge in ge- 
neral. It requires (for Inftance) a peculiar Genius* 
to excel in any particular Part of Learning; though 
it may be difficult to fay, wherein that Peculiarity 

of 
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of Genius confifts. Hence it comes to pafs, that 
we are too apt to undervalue in others thofe Ex- 
cellencies, which are in a manner inconfiftent with 
our own Abilities; which Difpofition proceeds either 
from an- invidious Temper, or from our not being 
able to comprehend the Ufefulnefs of an Accomplifh- 
ment, for which we are naturally unqualified. 
And on this account, we find diftinft Claffes of 
learned Men, maintaining a mutual Contempt 
towards each other. 

To exemplify this Obfervation ; it feldom hap- 
pens^ that the fame Perfon excels in MetaphyficH 
and in Mathematicks : Hence, the Metaphyfician 
ufually defpifes the Mathematician , as only conver- 
fent about Lines and Figures, which are the Acci- 
dents of Bodies; while he is employed in contem- 
plating the,moftabftra&ed and rmmaterial Notions. 
The Mathematicians as heartily contemns the 
Metaphyfician^ as a romantick Philofopher, ena- 
moured with fubtle and abftrufe Speculations, and 
bewildered in a vifioriary Labyrinth of Uncer- 
tainties. In the like manner, this Dffciple of Eu- 
cfid looks down with Scorn upon Moral Phihfophy y 
Polttichy and the feveral EmbelKfhments of Life, 
as Specious Trifles, founded at beft on probable 
Conje&ures, and utterly deftrtute of the Cogency 
of Demonftration. And both thefe Antagonifts 
join in decrying Oratory and Poetry, as the Spar k- 
Kngs of a fiery Imagination, and not the Refolt of * 
well-regulated Underftanding. 
* Or* the other hand, the Orator and the Poet ge- 
nerally efteem Metaphyficks and Mathematicks to 
be dry, krfipid Studies, fit Amufements only for the 
dull Race of Thinkers ; but wholly inconfiftent 
with a lively Spirit. The Moralifts and the Poli- 
ticians look on the Metaphyficians as employed on 
chimerical Speculations j and regard the Mathema- 
ticians: 
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ticians only as a Species of whimfical Mechanicks : 
Whereas, they are taken up in regulating the Paf- 
fions, improving the Manners of Men, and in fe~ 
curing and promoting the publick and private Wel- 
fare of Mankind. 'The Scholar, whofe Talent is 
Memory, thinks no Man learned, who is not per- 
fect in many Languages, punctual in Hiftoiical 
Fac~te, and able off-hand to recapitulate the various 
Opinions of the mod eminent Phiiofophers and 
Divines, in all Ages : Whilft others, of a found Judg- 
ment and a moderate Faculty of Reminifcence, look 
on a mere Memorialift'as an ill-digefted Common- 
place Book, or at beft but a walking Rcgifter, to be 
confulred by tofenof a Superiour Genius. 

The Men of Letters, in whom Imagination is 
predominant, naturally apply themfelves to polite 
Literature, and too often neglect all profound and 
ferious Studies. Hence the Generality, of their 
Writings are but a Varnifh of Words, without Senfe ; 
or at moft, aTiffae of elegant Expreflions and lively 
Turns of Wit, to fet off the moft obvious Trifles : 
Whereas, the noted Authours, they would be thought 
to rival, were as great Matters of Things as of 
Words ; and excelled in Knowledge, as eminently 
as in Style. There are others, in wjhoirr the imagi- 
native Faculty feems entirely extinguiflied ; and on 
whom the Force of Metaphors has no effect. They 
difclaim all Harmony and Elegancy of Speech, as 
childifll Ornaments, that rather obfeure than illus- 
trate found Senfe. But their Difdain of Eloquence 
is amply avenged by the Impropriety and Harflv- 
nefs of their Diction ; which makes their Works 
lie neglected, though often ftored with very valu- 
able Knowledge. 

II. Notwithstanding thefe Prepoffef- 
fions, which prevail amongft learned Men of dif- 
ferent Profeffions ; yet, their Conduct feems to pro- 
ceed 
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ceed only from an over-weening Fondnefs to a favou- 
rite Study. In all they fay and do, the immediate 
Injury is intended only to the Science they under- 
value ; without any Ill-will to the Profeflburs of it. 
From this I come to my fecond Confideration^ 
which is much more to be lamented, than the for- 
mer. Perfons, who purfue the fame Courfe of Stu- 
dies, who apply themfelves to the fame Profeffion, 
and are equally confcious of the Value and Ufe- 
fulnefe of the fame Diftrict of Knowledge, are ne- 
yerthelefs fhamefully and imprudently induftrious to 
difcredit, to obftruft, to deprefs one another. This 
Work they might well leave to the common Enemy :. 
But, Men of Learning have their Failings and their 
Paflions, as well 'as the Ignorant; and, notwithftan- 
ding their real Intereft mould incline them to unite 
upon all Occafions, they choofe rather to live at 
Variance, and* make their own Perfon* and Cha- 
racters cheap in the l^fteem of the People. 

Ambition and private Intereft works in the 
Scholar, as ftrongly as in the Courtier. The Phy- 
fician, the Lawyer, the Divine, have their Animo- 
lities and Competitions: Several Men happen to 
have equal Expectations of the fame Preferment ; 
in which cafe, the Lefs-deferving are apt to we%* 
ken the Competition, by endeavouring to abate the 
Reputation of the Man of diftingui(hed Merit ; ei- 
ther by detracting from his Learning ; or by load- 
ing his great Abilities with fuch Calumnies, as may 
bring a popular Clamour upon him, or at leaft ren- 
der him fufpe&ed to his Patron. There are others, 
who are very difinterefted in their Malice, and un- 
dermine the Credit of a Brother-Scholar, only up- 
on a Motive of. pure Envy : Sometimes, dwarfing 
his Reputation by Parties, and Cabals ; and fome- 
times finking a rifing Genius, either by with-holding 
his juft Applaufe, or by detracting from it > or (if 

"he 
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he happens to ask Advice) by engaging him ilk d* 
wrong Method of Studying 5 or by encour$gtft&* 
him to enter upon fome Work qrifuitable to b» 
Abilities; or, laftly, by diftreffing him in his Cir- 
Cum fiances j fo as to force him, through Want, to-* 
quit the Study in which he began to excel. J ,ha ve 
©nly hinted at the di(honourable Pra£tice$, by 
which every Age has loft the Pleafure and Advan- 
tage of many a growing Writer 5 and am heartily ■ 
ferry I cannot acquit the prefent Age of fo foul a. 
Reproach.. 



N° 114* Friday, April 24L 17.19. 



Homer. 



IHave been impatient for an Opportunity of re- 
turning Thanks to the ingenious -Gentleman, 
Who fent me the following ferious Entertainment j 
which has lain by me, ever fince the Nineteenth of 
February. The uncommon Caft of Invention, and 
the Freedom of Imagination, which fhine through 
this arrrufing little Piece, will recommend it to 
PerfonVof a livery Thoughts To engaee their At- 
tention yet more earneftly, I may juftly fay, that 
the Author's bold AUufion conveys an Inftru&ion 
of the greateft Moment ; a Leflbn, the moft ef- 
fe&ual of any in the Compafs of Philofophy, to 
humble the. Vanity and. Ambition of .Men- 

« CICE- 
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** SVCERO, in the firft Book of his Tufctdan 
*' « ^ueftlonsy finely expofes the vain Judgment, 
" we are apt to form of the Duration of human 
c< Life, compared to Eternity. In illuftrating this 
c< Argument, he quotes a Paflage of natural Hi* 
" ftory from Ariflotle> concerning a Species of In- 
«« fc&s on the Banks of the River Hypanis y that ne- 
4< ver outlive the Day y wherein they are born. 

" To purfue the Thought of this elegant Wri* 
€ \ ter ; Let us fuppofe one of the moft robuft of 
c< thefe Hypanians (fo famed in Hiftory) was in a 
" "manner coeval with Time itfelf j that he began 
cc to exift at the Break of Day j and that from tha 
" uncommon Strength of his Conftitution, he hat 
<€ been able to fliew himfelf active in Life through 
<i c the numberlefs Minutes of ten or twelve Hour**. 
Cc Through fo long a Series of Seconds^ he muft haw 
<c acquired vaft Wifdom in his way, from Obfer* 
" vation and Experience. He looks upon his FcU 
cc low-Creatures, who died about Noon, to be hap- 
" pily delivered from the many Inconveniencies of 
" Old Age j and can perhaps recount to his great 
<c Grandfon a furprifirig Tradition of A6Mons, be* 
« c fore any Records of their Nation were extant. 
' * The young Swarm, who may be advanced ona 
«' Hour in Life, approach his Perfon with Refpc&, 
" and lillen to his improving Difcourfe. Every 
*< Thing he fays will feem wonderful to thi&(hort^ 
u - lived Generation. The Compafs of a Day will 
u be efteemed the whole Duration of Time ; and 
" the firft Dawn of Light will, in their Chronolo* 
" gJS be ftykd the great /Era of their Creation. 

*' Letus now fuppofe this venerable Infeft, th®. 
€< Ne/?or of Hypanis fhould, a little before his 
,c Death, and about Sun-fet, fend for all his De- 
w fcendants, his Friends a^d his Acquaintance* out 

" of. 

Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



4+ The Free-Thinker. N q il£. 

" of tjie Dcjire he may have to impart his laft 
c< Thoughts to them, an to admonifh them witH 
<c his departing Breath. They meet, perhaps, un- 
<c der thefpacious Shelter of a Mufhroom ; and the 
<c dying Sage addreffes himfelf to them", after the 
4< following Manner. 

*^ Friends and Fellow-Citizens; I perceive 
f< the longeft Life muft have an End : The Period 
" of mine is, now, at hand : Neither, do I repine 
" at myFate ; fince my great Age is- become a Bur- 
<c den ; and there is nothing new, to me, under the 
<e Sun. The Calamities and Revolutions I have 
cc feen in my Country ; the manifold private Mis- 
c< fortunes to which we are all liable; and the fa- 
cc tal Difeafes incident to our Race ; have abun- 
'* dantly taught me this Leflbn : That no Happi* 
**^ riefs can be fecure nor lafting, which is placed irt 
" Things that are out of our power. Great is the 
* c Uncertainty of Life ! A whole Brood of Infants 
** has periflied in a Moment by a keen Blaft : Shoals' 
M of our ftraggling Youth have been fwept into the 
« Waves, by an unexpected Breeze : What waftc- 
c< ful Deluges have we fuffered from a fuddeii 
w Shower ? Our ftrongeft Holds are not proof a- 
€Q gainft a Storm of Hail : And even a dark Cloud 
" makes the ftouteft Hearts to quail. 

<c I have lived in the firft Ages, and" converfed 
c< with Infects of a larger Size and ftronger Make, 
" and (I muft add) of greater Vertue, than any 
" can bbaft of, in the prefent Generation. I muft 
" conjure you to give yet farther Credit to my lateft' 
" Words, when I affure you ; that yonder Sun, 
" which now appears Weftvoard beyond the Wa- 
" ter, and feems not to be far diftant from the 
" Earth, in my Remembrance flood in the mid- 
" die of the Sky ; and fhot his Beams dire&y down. 
" upon us. The World Was much more en- 

•" lightened 
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** - lightened in thofe Ages ; and the Air much warm- 
** er. Think it not Dotage in me, if I affirm ; that 
** glorious Being moves. I faw his firfl fetting-our, 
" in the Eaji ; and I began my Race of Life near 
" the Time when he began his immenfe Carreer. 
", He has for feveral Ages advanced along the Sky 
<c with vaft Heat, and unparallell'd Rrightnefs; but 
<l now, b^iis Declenuon, and a ienfible Decay 
" (more efpecially of late) in his Vigour ; I foiefee, 
" that all Nature muft fail in a little time; and 
* c that the Creation will He burial inDarknefs, in 
" lefs than a Century oi Minutes. 

u Alas, my Friends! How did I once flatter 
u my felf with the Hopes of abiding here for ever ! 
% <c How magnificent are the Cells, which I hollowed 
" out for my felf ! What Confidence did I repofe 
c< in the Firmnefs and Spring of my Joints, and 
u in the Strength of my Pinions! But, I have lived 
<c enough to Nature ; and even ~ to Glory : Nei- 
*" therwill any of you, whom I leave behind, have 
" equal Satisfaction in Life in the dark, declining 
* c Age, which I fee is already begun/* 

Thus far, my unknown Correspondent purfues 
his Fi&ion upon the Thought of Cicero : Neither 
will it feem extravagant to thofe, who are acquain- 
ted with the Manner of Inftru&ion pra&ifed by 
the early Teachers of Mankind. Solomon fends the 
* Sluggard to the Ant: And, after his Example, we 
may fend the ambitious or the covetous Man, who 
feems to overlook the Shprtnefs and Uncertainty of 
Life, to the little Animals upon the Banks of the 
Hfpanis : Let him confider their tranfitory State; 
and be wife. We, like the Ephemeri^ have but a 
Day to live : The Morning, the Noon, and the 
Evening of Life, is trie whole Portion of our Time : 
Many perifli in the very Dawn ; and the Man (out 

of 
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of a Million) who lingers on to the Evening Twi- 
light, is not accounted happy. 

The right Ufe of this Refle&ion is, not to make 
Man regardlefs of Pofterity;, nor to flacken their 
Diligence in the Purfuit of any kind of Knowledge, - 
that becomes a reafonable Mind $ nor yet, to abate 
their Induftry, in endeavouring by ho^ft Means, 
to acquire a comfortable Subfiftance for themfelves 
and their. Children : On the contrary; our very 
Nature prompts us to Aflion and Contemplation 5 
and the indolent, liftlefs Perfon, who delivers him- 
felf up to idlenefi, and whofe whole Time is a 
Blank, grows tired of himfelf ; and is every Hour 
opprefled with his own Lazinefs. What tnen are 
we to learn from #ur precarious, tranfitory Con- 
dition ? The moil important Precept of Wifdom ; 
the great Document of human Prudence j which 
we mould perpetually inculcate to our felves, from 
Youth to Age; and imprint it on our Hearts, as., 
the peculiar and lifting Signature of found Serine : 
namely, That there is no Confideration in Life, 
fuflicient to tempt a wife Man to facrifice one 
Truth, or one Vertue, to the Folly of Avarice, or 
the Madnefs of Ambition. 

This has been the fettled Judgment of th6 Men 
moft renowned for their Underftanding, in all Ages : 
And, as it is finely expreffed* in the Wifdom of So- ' 
lomon ; I cannot recommend it wit^h greater En* 
ergy and Authority, than by giving it to the Rea- 
der in his own Words. What hath Pride profited 
us ? Or what good have Riches, with our vaunting, 
hrcnght us ? All thofe Things are paffed away like a 
Shadow, and as a Poft, that hajled by \ and as a 
Skip, that pajfeth over the Waves of the Water, 
which, When it is gone by, the Trace thereof cannot 
he found, neither the Path-Way of the Keel in the 
. Waves : Or as when a Bird hath flown through the 

Air, 
- 
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j#r, /A*r* is no token of her Way to be found ; but 
the light Air being beaten with the Strtke of her 
Wings x and parted with the violent Noife and Mo- 
tion of tbew 9 is faffed through ; and therein after* 
wards no Sign, where Jhe wsnt, is to be found: Or 
hie as when an Arrow isjhot >at a Mark, it part- 
eth the Air, >whicb immediately cometh together a- 
gain\ fo that a Man cannot know where it went 
through : Evenfo we y in like manner ', as focn as we 
were born* began to draw to our End> and hadm 
Sign *f Vertue to Jhew ; but were con fumed in our 
mmWickednefs. 

N° 115. Monday April 27. 1719. 

Eft etfam ilia Platonis vera vox ; omnem doclrinam 
harum ingenuarum & humanarum artium uno quo- 
dam focietatis vinc/ih contineri. 

Cicer. deOrat. 1. 3. 

T AST Week, I endeavoured to create a right 
~ Understanding between the Men of Letters 
in their different Capacities ; by (hewing the Unrea- 
fonablenefs of their great Partiality for any one Art 
or Science, to the manifeft Detriment of another. 
And indeed, fo notorious is this Prepofleffion ; that 
even they, who are eminent only in fome Branch 
of rudirjaental Knowledge, (hall often defpife Stu- 
dies of a higher nature, which alone render their 
introductory Leflbns valuable. But, that I may 
more cffe&ualty refcue Learning of every kind from 
the Malice and Perverfenefs of the Learned and 
the Unlearned 3 I (hall proceed to confider the great 

Afliftance, 
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Affiftance, which the feveral Parts of Knowledge 
afford to each other. 

Before I exemplify this Confideratlon in the 
more material Branches of Knowledge ; I fhall make 
feme Remarks, to (hew of what fignificancy Things, 
that in themfelves appear. Trifles, often prove in 
Matters of the greateft Importance. 

In order to obtain a compleat Knowledge of any 
Science or Profeffion, many trivial Notices muft be 
taken in ; as a Man, who isdefirous to amafs Wealth, 
muft.not negle& fmall Sums. To acquire a tolerable 
Infight into natural "Caufes and Effe&s, innumerable 
trite and feemingly fignificant Obfervations are re- 
quifite. And to manage any Government skilfully, 
the inferiour Parts -of the Adminiftration muft not 
be overlooked. • , -, 

What Difficulties and Obfcurities are we often 
perplexed with in Hijiory, only becaufe an Authour 
has thought it needlefs to mention feyeral little 
Circumftances or Cuftoms, univerfally known to 
his Contemporaries : without which difregarded 
Knowledge, the Narration muft have appeared as 
intricate, and doubtful in fome Pafiages to them, as 
it now appears to Us. Hence it is, that we are more 
enlighten'd in the Roman Antiquities, from the 
Greek Writers, than from all the Latin Hiftorians ; 
hecaufe it was natural in them to explain the Cu- 
ftoms of the Romans , differing from thofe of Greece. 
Moreover, the Men verfed in ancient Literature 
do very well know, that Pailages which have ton- 
founded the ableft Criticks for fome Ages, have at 
laft been cleared up by a faiall (and otherwife in- 
confiderable) Fragment of Antiquity, that has 
efcaped the Ruins of Time. 

I need not, under this Head, repeat what I have 

explained befor* ♦ j That many Truths, treated se 

„' ' Trifles 

* N° hi. 
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Trifles, have in time proved of very great Ufe: 
Therefore, to clofe this firft Part of my prefent 
Lecture, I (hall farther illuftrate what I have ad- 
vanced, with an Example from Hiftory. Xenophon 
gives an account of feveral Accomplrthments, which 
Socrates required in a General; amongft which 
he infifts upon a Skill in Ajironcmy, tc* be able to 
forefee the feveral Seafons of the Year, and to knour 
the Age of the Moon at any convenient Diftance 
of Time. I am fatisfy'd, moft of my Readers will 
immediately be apt to queftion the good Senfe of 
Socrates* for making fo trivial a piece of Know- 
ledge neceflkry to a Commander of an Army. But 
a Scholar, who has carefully read the Hiftories of 
early Ages ; and has, in his reading, found feveral 
well- concerted Defigns mifcarry, for want of rightly 
calculating the Rife or Setting of the Moon ; ei- 
ther as a fecret March has been difcovered by the 
Moon fhining, before the Army could reach the 
intended Place ; or as a hafty March has been cut 
off, by the Moon going down fooner than was ex^ 
pe&ed ; fuchaPerfon (I fay) will readily conceive 
the Importance of this^Advice, given by Socrates in 
an Age, when Almanacks were not yet publifted to 
the World, 

Let us, in the next place, confider the Affif- 
tances, which the feveral Parts of Learning lend to 
each other* And here, I would be underflood to 
fpeak of the Method of forming a Man of great 
Genius and Capacity, in any learned Profetfon ; 
and fuch a Perfon was never yet formed, by the moft 
i accurate Study of any one Part of Knowledge. 
- The Man, who afpires to be truly great in any 
'way, fhould have a Laigencfs of Soul, and be as 
free, as it is poffible, from Prejudices j that he may 
ke able to judge, without reftrainj, of the Weight 
and Confequence, of Things.. Now, thisGreatnefs 
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of Capacity can be acquired only by giving to the 
Mind a Compafs of Thought ; and by turning its 
Attention to a Variety of Obje#s. The more our 
Views are bounded, the more limited will our 
Ohfervations be ; and our Underftanding contrac- 
ted, in proportion. Take a Man of little Learn- 
ing and of a narrow Conversion ; what fcanty 
Motions j and what unripened Conceptions, does he 
betray ! How fariguinly he believes Inconfiften- 
cies 5 how paffionately he admires Nonfenfe ; and 
how devoutly he renounces the fublimeft Truths! 
Juft as the Opinions of the little Clan of Men and 
Books of his Acquaintance happen to prepoffefs 
him. Take a Man of a more ample Extent of 
Knowledge- and Converfation ; but. yet, who has 
neither travelled ; nor read the authentick Accounts 
and Hiftories of Foreign Countries ; and you will 
find him perpetually furprifed at the Strangenefs 
of Events, which have from Time to Time hap- 
pened, in every Age: You will likewife hear him 
.condemning, as abiurd and barbarous, the Cuftorns 
and the Dreffes of other Nations, as polite perhaps 
as his own. 

The unhappy Caufe of this Contra&ion of 
"Mind iii thefe Perfons, is their being (as it were) 
tied down, from their Youth, to a ftinted Set of 
Thoughts and Opinions $ without ever having an 
Opportunity give^fh^m to exert their Faculties, at 
large. To apply this Refle&ion to my Purpofe 5 
the like Narrownefs of Soul will grow upon us by 
adhering to a certain Clafs of Books, and ftriflly 
confining our Studies to one Science. By this mean9 
we imperceptibly acquire a Singularity in Think- 
ing ; we cramp the Freedom of' the Mind $ and 
gradually bring our Apprehenfion, by too clofely 
attaching it to one Make of Obje<3s, to fee them 
in a disproportionate Grandeur, hrcomparifon of 

other 
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other Things, towards which we have never made 
the leaft Approach. When we apply our whole 
Force precifely to one Study, it infenfibly becomes 
the Favourite of our Underftanding ; in Time, we 
make it theTeit, by which' we adjudge the Value 
of every other Kind of Learning; efteemihg only 
what teems, in fome degree, to correfpond with 
one peculiar Knowledge ; and depreciating what 
has no relation to it. And this Selfifiinefs prevails 
fometimes fo extravagantly, as to carry Men to 
reafon from Principles of their own Science, upon 
Subjefts of a quite different Nature. Thus, Ar- 
guments have been brought againft the Motion of 
the Earth, and a Plurality of Worlds, from Theo- 
logical Confiderations ; and the Caufes of Natural 
Appearances have been fettled consequentially to 
the Speculations of Divinity. He therefore, who 
defiresto prefcrve himfelf from this.ridiculousNar- 
xownefe.of Mind, muft turn his Thoughts (at his 
Leifure) to different Kinds of Learning. 

I do not mean, that a Scholar flioukl endeavour 
to be cbmpleat, in all or many Parts of Literature. 
Hippocrates^ in his Time, obferved ; that the Short- 
nefs of Life bears no proportion to the vaft Extent 
of Knowledge. The Years, and the Abilities of 
Man are too confined for him to hope, he may 
arrive to an Eminency in many Sciences. Befides, 
by his Profeflion, and the neceflary Cares of Life, 
or by the particular Liking* he may take to one 
Study ; he is either obliged, or tempted, to beftow v 
more Time and Application in fome one Purfuit, 
than will allow him diligently to profecute another. 
But neverthelefs, to prevent the Mind from taking 
a peculiar Ply too ilrongly, by which our Facul- 
ties do (as it were) contraft a Stiffnefs or Lamenefs ; 
he pught to fet apart fome fpare Hours, for a ge- 
neral infight into Studies, foreign to his Profeffion : 
C 2 And 
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And the greater Cpmpafs he is able to take in, the 
freer will he be from grofs Prejudices : His Mind 
will be more open ; and he will be enabled more 
impartially to judge of the various Matters, which 
may occasionally come under his Confideration. 

Bur to go on with the Connexion there is be- 
tween the feveral Arts and Sciences, and the mu- 
tual Aids, they afford one to the other : I have al- 
ready (in the Courfe of my Supplement) obferved ; 
That Grammar and Rhetorick are abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to every Gentleman, who pretends tp write 
or fpeak above the Vulgar ; or even to relifh the 
Propriety and Elegancy of a fine Writer. After 
this? to grow up to a Perfection and flourifli in 
almoft any Province of Learning ; the Latin 
Tongue muft indifpenfiWy be acquired : Since the 
moft full and accurate Treatifes upon moft (if not 
all) of the Sciences, are written in that Language. 
Then the Perfpn who would enjoy the refined Plea- 
fure of an exquifite Tafte fon polite Compofitions, 
.and judge of the Abilities of a great Hittorian, ah 
Oratpur, or a Poet, fliould learn the Greek Lan- 
guage. ; as likewife, that he may be able to perufe 
the moft finifhed Models of Style and Invention ; 
after which the beft of the Roman Authours have 
been proud to copy ; enriching their Writings with 
the Spoils of Greece. 

I find, myprefent Subject will exceed the Li- 
mits.of this Paper ; and -even fill another. In the 
mean time, I muft here.infinuate, that I have not 
the leaft Intention, by what has been.faid, to dif- 
courage my Englijh Difciples from labouring af- 
ter an Improvement in found Senfe and Know- 
ledge. We have in our native Language fo many- 
excellent Books on feveral Subjects of Learning^ 
more particularly in Mathematich and Divinity ; 
and fome Performances in Oratory and Poetry, fo> 

good * 

Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



N*ii6. The F ree-Th inker. 53* 

good ; that they need not defpair of making con- 
fiderable Advances in Knowledge, nor of acqui- 
ring a Tafte of Elegancy 2 though they may not 
perhaps, arrive at the higheft Perfect ion. For their 
farther Encouragement, I can aflurc them 5 I have 
converfed with Perfons, who from a good Choice 
of Englijb Authours, with the Affiitance of their* 
own Natural Parts, reafon and difcourfe more per- 
tinently on many weighty Topicks, than feveral 
pompous Scholars, who are Mafters of the learned 
Languages, and have read over many balky Folios 
of Science ; the Refult of -all their ill-digefted Stu- 
dies having, furniflieo' them with little more, than 
the Knowledge of what other Men think in con- 
troverted Points ; and a Habit of magifterially im- 
pofing upon their Hearers, what they themfelves do 
not underftand* 



N # 116. Friday, May 1. 1719.' 



Non ignara malt, miferis fuccurrere d'tfco. 

Virg. 



HP^ E Flrjl of May has been, and will be &- 
* cred to Love in aH polite Nations : Refolving 
therefore, to -countenance all innocent and focial 
Weaknefles, I have fet apart this Day from fe- 
verer. Studies ; and pronounce all philofophy im- 
pertinent, when it pretends to rife above Huma- 
nity, and to dcftroy thofe Paffions, without which, 
C 3 Life 
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Life has no relilb, and Society cannot be main- 
tained. % 



To the Free-Thinker. 



S I R, March 14, 1718. 

1 T Apply my fclfto you, in behalf of a Friend; 
6 *• and hoj>e- you wiH give him your Advice, 
: with your ufual Candour and Impartiality. With-- 
1 out farther Ceremony ; I ihall ftate his Cafe, as 
i briefly as I can. 

" A Gentleman, not defpkaple in his Perfon, 
; and of a liberal Education, falls in love with an 

• agreeable, beautiful young Lady, every way ac- 

• compliflied to make a Man happy. There is a 
: fmall Difproportion in their Circumftances ; 

the Advantage on her fide : Yet, fo free is the 
: Lady from Pride ; that he has frequently the Plea? 
fure of receiving Marks of her Favour. Ne- 
verthefcfs, my Friend dares not venture to come 
to an open Declaration, till he has prepared to 
anfwer the Obje&ions, which he apprehends fhe 
will make. 

" The Virgin, you muft know, owes her For- 
tune to an old Gentle woman, not her Mother ; 
the Obligation, therefore, the greater. My Friend 
has no Hopes of ever gaining the old Lady's 
Confent : And, the young Lady's Heart is fo full 
. of Gratitude, that (he will not readily difobligp 
the Perfon, to whom (he Hands indebted for her 
Fortune. 

*' You fee, Sir, here is the old Struggle be- 
tween Love and Honour ; in which your Arbi* 
tration is earneftly defired ; that we may know, 
whether the Lady may marry againft Confent : 

« And, 
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<c And, I am perfuaded, the Lover will abide by 
4< your equitable Determination * 

lam, SIR, 

four mojt ohedimt Servant, 

' ' * and Admirer, 

Philamy. 

Whether I pfeafe or difpleafe; if I fpeak* 
I muft fpeak freely. In the prefent difficulty there* 
fpre^ toy Opinion (as a Cafuift) is, that the Gen* 
tleman fhould not encourage the Lady in any In- 
gratitude (efpecially if the Obligation was prior to hi* 
l*ove) towards, her {Jenefafltrefc j left, by the fame 
Liberty of Confcicnc^, ihe (hould hereafter make 
np Scruple of Infidelity towards her Husband, If - 
therefore;, the Parties are perfuaded, the intendeJiw 
Marriage would prove an infupportable Difap- 
pointment to the old Lady 5 I advife them to de- 
fer if, till (he is above the Vexations of this World. 
At the fame Time, I wifh it \nere in my power. 
to perfuade the Good Matron to recolleft the Days 
of her Youth 5 * to confider, that Time is precious* 
aad Love is impatient. Let her not be Generous 
by halves ; but confent to the Match, and huke 
her Bounty a double Bleffing. 

The following Letter comes from a Lover* 
accompanied with a Piecfe of.Rural Poetry, very 
proper to be prefented on a JUay-Day, by defpah> 
ing Shephe/ds, %o their cruel Nymphs. 

SIR, - ' Feb. 26. 1718. 

* 4 r t y H E (hewing yourfetf a difinterefted Patrga 
" ■■• of the Diftreffed, will draw upon you more 
** Trouble, than you imagine. It is natural for 
V us* under any Uneafinefs, to have recourfe to 
C 4 - « a 
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<c a Perfon, who is as abje as he is willing, to re- 
" lieve us. However, to ballance this Vexation, 
" you will have the Satisfaction of reducing the 
c< Minds of many of your Difciples to a fettled 
<c Tranquillity, who, through the Prevalency of 
" fome Paffion, may for a time be rendered 
" wholly incapable of the Freedom of Thought. 
** Amongft others, I muft acknowledge, you have 
" a Right to my good Wifhes ; as I have receiv'd 
" great Benefit from your Philosophical Reflexions : 
<c But, I muft in a more particular Manner thank 
* 4 you, for the Remedies you prefcribed to the 
" Lce-fick Gentleman, in your Paper of the 
•* twenty-third Inftant. 

c< Love has, for fome time, tyrannized over 
" me without Controul. Fears, Jealoufies, Anxie- 
c< ties and extravagant WHhes, have interrupted my 
44 Purfuits after Knowledge and Truth : But, your 
ic Prefcriptions will (I hope) reftore me to a Phi- 
" lofophical Health of Mind : For, I find myfelf 
" in the very Circumftances fpecified by that Gen* 
** tleman, in his Letter. Allured, therefore, of a 
" perfe& Recovery (if I am not failing to myfelf) 
" I fend you, for want of a more valuable Fee, a„ 
" Hamp/hire Love- Ballad; that I may, in fome 
iC meafure at leaft, teftify my Gratitude to mf 
" kind Phyfician, lam, - 

SIR, 

Tour mo/I obliged, and moft humble Servant ', 

Lysander. 

* 

.' HOW 
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TLJOW fmoothly the Minutes, dear Celadon, /*«/, 
«* •* When, calm andferene, no PaJJion we know ! 
The Morning, the Evening, its Pleafure does bring, 
If we read, or we talk ; if we pipe, or wefing. 
But, when the Boy Cupid once twangeth his Bow, 
And pierceth our Hearts with his Arrows of Woe ; 
We lofe all Delight, and we forfeit all Eafe : 
Nor Reading, nor Talking, nor Muftck canpleafe, 

2. 

My Leifure in fanciful Mujings Ifpent, 
And looked without Pain on the Lajfes of Kent : 
No Virgin with Feature, with Voice, or with Aire, 
No Virgin was able my Heart to enfnare. 
Ah, why did I 3 foolijh, abandon tbofe Plains, 

To join in the Revels of L n Swains ! 

Where heedlefs, young Chloe, unprattifed in Arts, 
Entices to Love the mofl indolent Hearts* 

3- ^ 

My Books were my Charmers, my Thoughts my 
Dehght, 
In the Cool of the Morn, in the Stillnefs of Night : 
My Books and my Thoughts each othen relieved p 
And the Minutes, J oft gliding, were fweetly deceived. 
No PaJJion difturb'd me j my Joys were my own : 
But nozv Iamfo alter 9 d, as never was known / 
My Heart from its Owner is quite gone a-Jlray ; 
And Chloe torments' it, by Night and by Day. 

4. 
My Friend fill was welcome, whenever he came ;' 
My Friend fa w my Countenance always the fame : 
O'er a Pot of Bohea, we grew merry and- wife \ 
And laugh' d at the Torments, fond Lovers devife : 
C 5 But, 
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But, wounded by Chloe, / live in the Spleen : 
My Friend, with Surprife,fees a Change in my Mien; 
I bid him be gone \ for his Wit and hjs Jejf^ 
But make him the more infupportable Guefi. 

How once every Objccl a Pleafure did yield! 
Jf I walked in the Garden, or t raver s'd the Field: 
On beautiful Landskips, Ifeajled my Sight ; 
TVhen the Nightingal fung, I could lift en all Night. 
But now, as I rove through the Valley or Glade, 
The beautiful Landskips before my Eye fade : 
In 'the NighthgaV s Note, no Mufick I find ; 
For, Nothing but Chloe Jlill runs in my Mind. 

6. 

- If my Spirits, in Solitude, wanted Relief*, 
With my Flute, by a Brook, Icouldfolace my Grief: . 
Or, fleep to the Lullaby Noife of the Stream ; 
And wake to new Life from a rapturous Dream. '" 
But now, all Endeavours in vain I apply : 
Since for Chloe / languijh, for Chloe / die y 
To nopurpofe I try on my Flute every Strain ; 
And the ftrook o'er the Pebbles^ now murmurs in 
vain. 

. t 7- 

Beware, filly Shepherds, how Love you defy $ 
Beivare of the defperate Glance of her Eye. 
In Freedom I triumph* d; and flouted the Swains y 
Who fold themf elves Captives, and forged their awH 

Chains. 
But fine el beheld her, alas, I am undone I 
Since Jirft Ifazu Chloe, my Freedom is gone. 
I have f org' d my own Chains j and I conftantly cty 9 
Was ever poor Shepherd fo wretched, as I! 

How 
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How, Celadon, Jhall I my PaJJion reveal? 
Or, muft J for ever my Tormtnt conceal? 
Tlw Troejhe creates, has jhe Pity to hear ? 
Ah, No ! She is cruel, as charming, I fear. 
Afftft me, by Reafon to ranfome my Heart j 
Or teach me to gain her ; Oh, teach me the Art f 
Te merciful Powers : to you I complain j 
Give Love to the Nymph ; or give Eafe to the Swain. 



N°ii7. Monday, May 4. 1719. 



Vbi enim perfpeSta vis eft ratianis ejus, qua cMu- 
f<e rerum atque exifus cognofcuntur, m\rus qui- 
dam omnium quafi canfenfus doclrixarumconcen* 
tufque reperitur. 

Cicer. de Orat. L. 3, 



THH IS Motto is immediately connected in Cice- 
*■- ret, with the Sentence prefixed to Monday's 
Paper : And the Reader will find as ftricl a Con- 
nection in my Difcourfe with what preceded ; 
which I (hall now bring to a Conclufion. . 

Logick, rightly underftood, is of angular 
fervice to teach us the Art of Reafoning juitly ; 
by enabling us to difcover the Weaknefs or Fal- 
lacy of an Argument ; to* dinnta-ngle the Intricacy 
of a Queftion ; and to proceed, in- our Enquiries 
after Truth> in a proper and regular Method. 

And 
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And, though a mere Englijh Reader may, per- 
haps, not comprehend the precife Signification of 
every Term ufed in the common Sty/terns of Logick j 
and might not poffibly, if he did comprehend 
them, be much the wifer : Yet, he may be able 
to learn the true and general Grounds of right 
Reafoning ; fo as readily, and by certain Rules, 
to judge of the Soundnefs of aPiopofition, or the 
Validity of an Argument. 

The Study of Morality opens to us the large 
Field of Knowledge, in which the common Senfe 
of Mankind (bines out in its full Glory. This 
Science informs us, wherein human Happrncfe 
(ftri&ty fpeaking) confifts, and by what Means it 
may be promoted ; by fetting Bounds to tlje Paf- 
fions ; by determining what is abfolutely neCeflary 
to be done, and what to be avoided ; jby marking 
out the Blemiflies and the Beauties of Life ; what 
is Blameable, what Praife- worthy ; what will fet a 
Man at peace with himfelf, and recommend him 
to the Love and efteem of others. 

From the Confideration of the Offices of a 
private Life ; we may go on, with Succefs, to en- 
quire into the Nature and the End of Govern- 
ment: We (hall fee the Foundation of it laid in 
the Wants and Neceffities of our Condition j and 
we (ball be convinced, the only great andjuftifr- 
able Defign of it is to preferve (as far as poffible) 
the Welfare and the Peace of every Member of 
a Society, and to maintain Juftice and Order in 
the World. And, could I but prevail upon many 
of my Countrymen to proceed thus gradually, from 
the plain Truths of Morality, to enquire into the 
Fundamental Principles of Politicks \ they would 
not fo eafily be mifled into the Chimerical No- 
tions of Government, that tend to endanger their 

own 
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own Property^ as well as to fubvert the ancient 
Liberty of their Country. 

By the Study of Natural Philofophy\ we become 
knowing in the Structure and Mechanifm of out 
own Bodies; we are acquainted with what panes 
in this vifible World about us ; we fee much of 
the wonderful Wifdom of Nature \ and we forti- 
fy our Minds againft the idle Fears and Superftitions 
of the Vulgar, by learning, that thofe extraordi- 
nary Appearances^ from which they forebode the 
moft dire Events, are as certain (though not as 
frequent) Effe&s in the Courfe of Things, as E- 
clipfes of the Sun or Moon. 

Metaphysj/cks ferve to clear up and refine the 
Understanding \ to fubtilize the Mind, by accu- 
iloming it to compare Intelle&ual Notions,' as di- 
ftin&ly as if they were Material Obje&s $ to en- 
large the Comprehenfion of the Soul, and to enable 
it to mufter the various and numerous Kinds of 
particular Truths under their proper .Heads, fo 
as, to confider them in one General View. 

In Mathematich there is fuch an Exa&itude of 
Reafoning obferved, by admitting Nothing as a 
Principle, which is not evidently True, and by al- 
lowing of no Conclufion, which does not plainly 
follow from fomething felf-evident, or from Pro- 
portions already demonft rated j that Perfons, of a 
Profeffion very foreign to this Science, have been 
advifed by very great Men to Matbematixe a lit- 
tle, in order to acquire an habitual Caution in o- 
ther Studies; that they might not be liable too 
rafkly to advance any Thing as an undoubted 
Principle ; nor too eafily to admit of Conclufions, 
as neceffary Gonfequences from the Principles 
they have eftablMhed. And, fo fcnfible was Plato 
of this great advantage of Mathematich ; that he 
infilled on a Skill in Geometry ', as a neceffary Qua- 
lification 
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Kfication in every Scholar, who defired to attend 
his Le&ures. 

My youthful Difciples would be apt to think 
me tedious, and perhaps partial, if I Qjould enu- 
merate the various Advantages arifing from the 
feveral Parts of Mathematical Learning.: ^ut, I 
cannot quit the Subjeft, before I earnjfrffly recom- 
mend the Study of jircbiuftnn and Perfp*8ive t 
to as many of them as intend (in the Courfe of 
their Education) io vifit foreign Countries ; that 
they may be duly prepared to admire the m^fterly 
Performances in Building and Paintings which they 
will meet with in their Travels $ and that their 
Admiration may rife from Judgment and the Prin- 
ciples of Science, as well as from the powerful 
Impreffions, with which the moft finished Obje&s 
ufually ftrike the Imagination. 

Some Perfons defpife Hijlory , as not conver- 
fant about Eternal Truths ; and others $fteem ifc 
but an idle Amufement, at belt: Neverthelefs* 
One of the great Men of Antiquity was of a dif- 
ferent Opinion ; and looked upon Thofe, as mere 
Children, who knew nothing of Affairs, which had 
pafled in the World, before they came into it. 
Without queftion, an obfervin^ Reader may, from 
good Hiftories, be furniflied with very ufcful Re* 
fledions for the Condu<ft of private Life* may 
acquire a more perfeS Knowledge of Mankind, 
than his own Experience can fupply him with ; 
may precaution himfelf, from the Follies and Mis- 
carriages of others $ and may find Examples of 
Wifdom and Prudence, and of every manly Ver- 
tue, ftrongly recommended to his imitation. But, 
as HiftoriariS dwell more upon publick than pri- 
vate Occurrences ; the Benefit to be reaped from 
them, by Perfons in Power and high Stations, is 

ftill 
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ft ill greater ; which I have fhewn in a * former 
Le&ure. 

Now, there can be little Satisfa&ion or Im- 

f movement in the Study of Hiftory, nor a Poffibi- 
ity of methodizing in the Memory what we read, 
without the Affiftances of Chronology and Geo- 
graphy. 

Chronology digefts Aftions and Events under 
their proper Years ; places them in a regular Suc- 
cefEon, fo as to give us a whole Century at a View ; 
and marks out the great Periods of Time : It fliews 
us, who were Contemporaries ; who of the Cele- 
brated Men were of an earlier, who of a later 
Date; as likewife, how preceding Tranfa&ions 
were the ^eeds of future Events. And indeed, 
without this Science, Hiftorical Narrations are 
meer Tales, of Things, that happened Once upon a 
Time. 

As Chronology points out the Time, 7b Geogra- 
phy fets before us the Place, in which an A&ion 
happened^ : and the Man, who reads on, without 
knowing either . the one or the other, pafles hood- 
winked through Hiftory. In the Relation of a 
War, can he comprehend the Defign and Confe- 
quence of each March, of an Encampment, a 
Battle, or a Siege, who has no Notion of the 
Country, which is the Scene of A&ion ? Can he 
judge of the Intereft of one Prince with refpedt 
to another, and of the Grounds of their Quarrels, 
who- does not underftand how their Dominions 
are fituated, nor know the Intercourfe they may 
Kave with each other, as well as with neighbouring 
or diftant 'States? 

But I hope, I need not largely recommend 
the Study of Geography, in a Nation, whofe ex- 
tenfive Commerce and numerous Alliances make 
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it the Intereft of the Subjects, at the fame time 
that their great Tendency to News and Politicks 
will make it their Diverfion, to know what is 
tranfa&ing in the remoteft Parts of the Earth. 
At leaft, I defire all frequenters of Coffee-Houfes 
to perufe Maps, as well as News- Papers ; left they 
fliould be apt in Difcourfe to place Buda on the 
Rhine, and Quebec k in the Neighbourhood of 
Flanders \ or dream of Invafions from Piedmont* 
and Defcents from Conftantinople. 

From the foregoing Particulars it will be eaiy 
to conceive how the feveral Arts and Sciences 
caft a Light upon each other ; and that any one 
of them, ftanding alone, would be dark and con* 
fufed. For Example ; The immediate Fountain 
of our Law is in the Books of Common Law, the 
Year- Books, the Reports, and the A£b of Parlia- 
ment : And the Study of thefe Volumes, together 
with a Knowledge of the Practice of the feveral 
Courts, will make a Man properly a Lawyer. But 
then, it rnuft be allowed, that the Man, whofe 
Knowledge goes no fartRer, is not fo well qualified 
readily to difcern where the Strefs of a Caufe lies, nor 
fo dextroufly to anfwer or evade the Force of his Ad- 
verfary's Arguments i as one, who, tcrthe Perufal 
of , the fame Books, has joined the Skill andPra&ice 
of Logick; Nor will this meer Lawyer be fo able to. 
know the Reafons, the Extent, and the proper Ap- 
plications of General Rules, nor. the true Meaning 
and Latitude of a Law ; neither will he fo happily 

" or equitably reconcile contrary Laws ; as a more lear- 
ned Barrifter, who (befides a direct Skill inhisPro- 
feffion) has ftudied the Law of Nature and of 
Nations, and is knowing in the Hiflory and Con-' 

*ftitution of his own and other Countries/ 

In lik • manner, the Writings of the Old and 
New Tejiament are the proper Source of Know- 
ledge 
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ledge for a Divine. But ftill the Perfon, who en- 
ters upon the Study of thofe Books with a Skill 
in Languages and Criticifm, in the Antiquities of 
the ancient Nations, In Morality, as refulting from 
the Light of Nature^ and in the Art of Reafoning ; 
He will, by the help of thefe Auxiliaries, conquer 
moft Difficulties; he will, upon all Occaficns, have 
a clearer Infight into his Text ; illuftrate a Point 
of Doctrine more rationally, and more judicioufly 
determine a Cafe of Confcience ; than a pur-blind 
Scriptuarian, who fancies Divinity wants not the 
Illuminations of Prophane Learning. And if, to 
the Advantages mentioned, pur Divine (hall add 
the Accomplifh merit of a manly Eloquence, his 
Thoughts will (hine out in their full Perfpicuity, 
and the Hearts of his Hearers (hall bum within 
them, while he fpeaks ; whereas the Preacher, who 
is ignorant of the Elegancy and Propriety of his 
Language, and unacquainted with the Powers of 
Rhetorick, talks in a Mift, .and his Words defcend 
upon the Congregation like a Frofi\ 

Having now entirely compleated the Supple- 
ment to my Preliminary Difcourfes ; I beg leave 
to renew upon the Minds of my Difciples the Ad- 
vice which refults from this whole Eflay. Let -it 
not be thought, that Truth and Knowledge of any 
kind is dangerous to Society ; but that FaHhood 
and Ignorance are the formidable Enemies of Ver» 
tue, of Religion, and all .good Government, Let 
not the Illiterate Man of Bufinefs, nor the empty 
Man of Pleafure, glory in the Fafliionablenefs of 
their narrow Education j and trample upon Lite- 
rature, which affifts the one to read tolerably and 
caft Accompts, and mini fters to the Diverfions of 
the other. But above all, let the Learned avoid . 
the Sufpicion'of a Narrownefs of Mind, of Con- 
ceit and Prejudice, in depreciating thofe Arts and 

Sciences, 
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Sciences, with which they are unacquainted : Ra- 
ther, let me advife them, by ajuft Applaufe and 
mutual Encouragement, to recommend one ano- 
ther's Perfons and Studies to the Love and Admi- 
ration of the Ignorant. And; if to this inter- 
changeable Benevolence towards Themfelves, they 
would join a civil and modefl Behaviour towards, 
the Left-knowing, laying a fide all Contempt of 
their Capacities or Attainments, rather gently per- 
fuading, chart infolently driving them out of their 
weak Opinions ; They would (as a Recom pence 
t& their Candour) fee Learning ftourifh under a 
more general Efteem in the World ; the Followers 
and the Patrons of Knowledge would daily increafe 
in number ; Ignorance would by degrees become ^ 
unfafhjonable ; and a tine Scholar would (hine in 
a- Circle al Court, beyond -the Man wha relies 
upon the Coftlinefe of his Equipage and the Skill 
of his Embroiderer. 



N° 118. Friday, May 8. 1719. 

Strenua nos exercet inertia—* 

' Hor. 



T Am forry to hear, that numbers of #ty Difcn 
■*■ pies complain of late, for want of compleat Sets. 
of my Lectures, and grow impatient for Vo- 
lumes ; when it is not in my power to anfwer 
their Defines. Forefeeing this Inconveniency, I 
gave them timely * Notice, not to loft their Mafr 
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kct : To which Notice I refer them for fome of 
the principal Reafons which oblige me ftill to per- 
fift in my firft Refolution. However, if I have 
any Credit with my more diligent Obfervers, I ad- 
vife them to lay up the Growth of this running 
Half-year, and to gather it as it rifes ; fince I (hall 
(my Supplement being now finifhed) faon open a 
frefb Parcel of Knowledge. 

When I had, in my very firft Half-fteet, 
(hewn my felf a hardy Philofopher, by attempting 
to vindicate the Dignity of human Nature from 
Abufe on one hand, and from Contempt on the 
other; I proceeded, in my Second and- Third 
Papers, to give Aflurances to both Sexes of many 
Free-Thinking Feats, which it was, then, generally 
fufpe&ed I never intended to perform. 

In the mean time, I have gradually profecuted 
my fettle3 Purpofe with fuch Refolution and Im- 
partiality, that in little more than the Space of one 
Year, my Readers of every Denomination are 
almoft univerfally perfuaded, (many with Pleafare, 
and fome with Regret) that the Free-Thinker is in 
earneft, as to the Extent of his Defign ; that he 
will neither philofbphize Trimmingly, to indulge 
the falfe Prudence of fome ; nor reafon Intem- 
perately, to countenance the Raihnefs of others ; 
npr yet, precipitate his Work to gratify the Im- 
patience of a few. 

In the fecond Paper, amongft feveral Particu- 
larities in the Character of a True Free-T!Anker 9 
it was hinted ; It is not unlikely , that mo ft Things 
will appear to iim under a different Shape and Co- 
lour y to what they Jhew to the Generality of Man- 
kind. The Publick, I- dare fay, is by this time 
AHficiently fatisfied of the Notorioufnefs of this 
Chara&eriftick ; and I (hall, this Day, make the 
Mark yet more vifible, by the Singularity of the 
fubfequent Paragraphs, W« 
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We may obferve, that mod Gentlemen beftow 
more Care and Expence in punctually providing 
for the Amufements and Extravagancies of Life, 
than they are willing to employ in Concerns of 
the greateft Confequence, either to Themfelves 
their Families, or their Country. Hence it is, 
that no Profufion of Money is thought unreafon- 
able to maintain Mr. Heidegger's Puppet-Jhew ; nor 
any Thrift too great in promoting a publick Good : 
The _SbeW) it muft be owned, is carried to a 
great Perfection ; the Figures- are as large as the 
Life j and the Wires, by which this Artift dances 
them, are not difcernable, but to a very obferv- 
ingEye: But then, after all, they are but Puppets \ 
and of little or no Ufe, when Heidegger has done 
with them. . 

I made this and fbme other OccafionaJ Reflec- 
tions upon Reading the underwritten Advertife- 
ment in the Courant of laft Saturday. 

ENQUIRY FOR A SETTING- 
DOG. 

Any Per/on, who has a Setting- Dog of a good 
Size andjtrong Make y that quarters his Ground, 
carries his Head in a good Place, and does all other 
Parts of his Bujinefs very well ; if he will Jhew 
him in any open Country this Pairing Seafon, with* 
in Twelve Miles of London, may Jhew the Dog 9 
and hear of a Cujlomer at Mr. Evans'x, a Net-. 
maker, in Sheig-Lane, Picadilly, 

This is the only Way to be well-ferved, upon 
all Occafions : Obferve the Nicety, the Prudence 
and Circumfpeftion of this Sportfman. What rare 
natural Endowments, what acquired Knowledge 
and Difigence, does he require in thislittle Mt- 
nifter of his PJieafures ! The moft publick Notice 

a 
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is Jikewife given that no Choice may be wanting: 

fcft]y, he will not take the Abilities of the Spa- 
/"upon r I>uft ; but will judge of them, in an 
open Ground. No Intereft (I am perfwaded) no 
Recommen<2ation, no Bribe, could prevail upon 
this Gentleman, to prefer an Animal to be Ran- 
ger of his Fields, who knows nothing of his Bu- 
finefs, and to entruft the publick Care of his 
Game to a eiddy, fbatter- brained Curr. An Ex- 
ample worffiy the Imitation of all Perfons, who 
have the Direction of the Affairs of the Nation ! 

In vain is any Artificer skilful in his Trade, 
if he makes ufe of bad Implements, or if he 
works with Tools* that are not of a proper Make 
and Size. Mr. Gibbons could not have, carved his 
Niceties with a Hatchet ; neither can Mr. Tborn- 
- hill paint the Cupolo of Paul's with a Trowel. In 
vain likewife are the Abilities of a great Minifter, if 
iie takes no care in the Choice of his Journey-Men, 
who are to manage thefeveral Wheels and Springs of 
'Government, that are under his Direction. There- 
Yore, laying afide all other Confutations, when a 
Vacancy happens in an Office or a Poft, let proper 
^Enquiry be made for a Perfon duly qualify'd to 
*fitt it, to this or the like EfTe& : Any Perfon who 
knows of a true-bred Excife- man (for inftance) that 
will tfot betray the Government he ferves, that 
quarters his Ground, who carries his Head in a good 
Place j and does all other Parts of his Buftmfsvery. 
well') ifhewilljhew him, &c. 

Another occafional Reflection, I made, 
was qn the Happinefs of a good Education. Sup- 
pofe, you have a Litter of Puppies of the fined 
Breed, and^He beft natural Parts. Let them run 
idly about the Houfe for fome Months, and they 
will be perpetually playing one unlucky Trick or 

another 
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another in the Kitchen : When they are grown 
up to Maturity, turn them out into the Fielft; 
and they (hail be good for nothing, but to deftroy 
the Poultry, to drive, away the Game, to worry 
the Sheep, and come to be hanged in the end. 
Whereas, if you take one 6f them from the Dam, 
and feriti him young to a careful Preceptour, 'who 
(hall keep him to his Studies, improve his natural 
Talents, and give him proper Cor^fiion ;' how 
much in Value will he rife above the illiterate 
Multitude and, the Dunces of his Species! His 
Fortune is made : He (hall be fought after by Per- 
form of Diftinflion : He will become the Favourite 
of fome Great Man : He will have a convenient 
Apartment, with clean Straw ; or fleep upon his 
Patron's Bed: He (hall have a Servant to wait 
upon him : and (hall want for nothing, that any 
reafonable Dog can defire : And when he dies, 
the whole Family (hall be in Tears ; and many a 
gallant Squire fpeak honourably of his Memory. 

The Iaft Refle&ion, which rofe in my Thoughts 
upon reading the aforefaid Advertifement, gave 
me a fenfible Concern. It is indeed, a fevere 
Reproach ; and I wifh it could be retorted upon 
me as a falfe one, when I fay ; That many of our 
Landed-Men take more care of the Breed and 
Education of a Horfe, a Dog, a Cock, or a 
Hawk, than they (hew in the training up, or in 
the Marriage of their Children. Hence, our ce- 
lebrated Animals (till preferve their ancient Vigour 
and Spirit, through fo many Generations 5 while 
our Gentlemen vifibly degenerate from the Man- 
hood of their Anceftors. But, I (hall not here 
purfue this Confideration, which I purpofe to treat 
of in a particular Set of Le&ures, in the profecu- 
tion of my Labours, 
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"Lentus in umbra. 



Formofam refonare doces Amaryllidafylvas. 

VlRG. 



cc 



To the Gentleman, who writes the 
Free-Thinker. 

S I R 9 Jpril 2^*1719. 

\ S I walked Yefterday in the Evening in 
*< ■** Kenftngton Gardens, amongft the beautiful 
c< Croud of Females, my Eye foon fingled out 
" the 'divine Letitia. As foon as lhe was gone 
*< out of the. Walks, my Companion, Laertes^ 
" perceiving how diligently 1 had obferved her 
c< at every Turn, told me; he had the Happinefe 
cc of being well acquainted with the Lady. Here- 
ct upon, we retired to a Seat in the Wildernefs ; 
" when, to indulge my Curiofity and to heighten 
* c my Admiration, he entertained me with her 
cc Character, m the following manner. 

" I need not dwell upon the inimitable Air, 
<c the fine Stature and Shape, the lovely Com- 
ci plexion, the regular Features,' and the matchlefs 
** Eyes of Letitia ; fince, I believe, you have been 
cc bufy (this Hour and more) to trace out a diftincTf 
41 and lafting Impreffion of her vifible Charms, 
<c in your Mind. Neverthelefs, I can aflure you, 
*' that all thefe Perfections, which, you may think, 

- " you 
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44 you have fully obferved in her Perfon, will im- 
44 prove upon a nearer View ; and the oftner you 
44 approach her in every Drefs, the more you will 
44 admire her unexceptionable Beauties. You find, 
44 {he wounds at a diftance: But I can tell you, 
44 (he kills near at hand. I will hot fay, that Lett- 
44 tia is not confeious of her Beauty; fince, 
44 in my opinion, it would leflfen her Praife : She 
44 is confeious, but not vain of her Charms; and 
44 (he fets a jutt (or rather a fevere) Value on 
44 Beauty, by regarding it only as the Glofs and 
44 Varnifti of her Vertue. She claims the Privilege 
44 of her Sex,- to pais the whole Morning at her 
44 Toilet; but then, (he employs thofe Hours 
44 chiefly in compofing her Paffions, and embel- 
44 liming her fylind : The Books, which contain 
44 the mod: refined Precepts of Vertue, and the 
44 Principles of found Senfe, are her Patch-Box^ 
44 her Combs, and her Wafhes. The Perfections 
44 of the Body, (he knows muft come from the 
44 Indulgence of Nature ; whereas the improve- 
44 ments of the Soul muft be the Refult of Study 
44 and Refleaion. 

44 The happy Concurrence of Beauty and 
44 Vertue, of Youth and Difcretion, has all along 
44 fecured Letitia from the Envy of her own, and 
44 the Impertinence of our Sex. Her good-Hu- 
44 mour is genuine ; and all her Smiles rife from 
44 her Heart. When (he fpeaks, her Lips deliver 
44 the moft elegant Thoughts in the fweeteft Ao- 
44 cents ; which gave a Friend of ours occafion to 
44 fay, That her Words are all fet to Mufick. 

V I forbear to particularize the feveral Femate 
<c Qualifications and Virtues, which (he poifeffes 
« 4 in common with the moft accompliftied of 
" her Sex. The moft fingular 3rightnefc >n Le- 
44 titia's Charader, is the Equality of her Mmd, 

44 Her 
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" Her Life has not been entirely free from Diftrefles 
44 of a feverc Nature 5 tho* her Heart has been free 
" from Vexation : And flie has {hewn her Ac- 
« quaintanee, that a Woman may be unfortunate 
" without being unhappy. 

" H*r1s ended Laertes. It is pity, methinks, 
" fo fair a Charaaer ftould be loft: Therefore, 
M if you will be pleas'd to perpetuate it, by re* 
u commending it to the Imitation of your fair 
44 Readers, you may make Letitta a publick Bene- 
« 4 fit J and you will io a particular manner oblige, 

SI R, 

Tour mofi Qhtdlent Servant, 

G.B. 

- This Gentleman has. fajlen, upon an Expedient 
to divulge through the whole Ifland the praifefc of 
Letitta, which other wife might have been confined 
to the little flowery Wildernefs at JCenftngton, I 
wifh the generous Intention k of my f orrefpondent 
may prove of Service to our Virgins: I fhrewdly 
fufpe&the Abufc of it. Every young Fellow, who 
buys the Paper,, will be apt to carry it to his, fa* 
vdurite Coquette, and fay ; Madam, the : Free~ 
^Thinker has done Juftice to your Charaaer to-day. 
Every celebrated Toaft will immediately take Le- 
thiols Perfections to herfelf, by confulting her 
Glafs; inftead of refle&ing inwardly on the Make- 
of her Mind. A Hand, a Foot;, ^ Feature, will. 
be thought a Virtue ; and two iparkling Eyes, tho 
brighteft Ornaments of the Soul : Nay,, a fpreading 
Hoop, (hall be preferred to pifcretioii ; and a neat 
Shoe fhall pafs for no mean ^ccomplilhmeijt. 

Vox.. HI. D The 
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The Batchelours, whofeTum of Wit "lies 'to 
Satyrv will nbt fcruple to* ft j, tlrat t'ne'prarafter 
■ ef Letfoiais aft Fi&ion ; anti that 'If is* & very ex- 
traordinary Circumftance, ' iA >fce Atfvt&'Atflm' of 
Mr. G. 5. that, the handffiiietf-lJftri? in ««f •Gar- 
den, that Night, (ho u Id be the wifeft. "* Otfain it 
is, that very dangerous Fplltes frequently lie in 
Ambufli in the ftnooth Lineaments of a fine 
Face 4 and that, the Refle&rons of a very char- 
ming Creature is generally but Skiri-deep. This 
brings^to'my Mind the Saying of an old Countefs 
(who had been famous for her Beauty) upon the 
fight 9f a Pi&ure of herfelf at fifteen : If that was 
my Likcads (faid (be) I tremble to flunk of the 
many Dangers I have efcaped ! 

tiBuT notwithftanding thefe Obje&ions, I be- 
lieve many of my tender Pupils, who are ambi- 
tioufil fo excel itt true Womanhood, will think on 
Lefiria in deferent lights; and ftudy to adjuft 
themftlves by h6rj as in a Glafs, 

' To the. FREE-THINKER. 
Worthy SIR, ' May 5, 1719, 

** ^-^ Languages, 4 could never .have Hoped to ac- 
w quire fuch a fh&re of Philofophy as is heedful to 
f * make us happy, before you generoufly under- 
•* took to inftruA us in plain EngUJb. This has en- 
«* couraged me to apply to you for Advice, s in a 
<f matter that very nearly touches my Quiet, I 
€i> had- my Education in the Country, till I,w$s 
** fourteen :.My Parents (who were of fome Fi- 
**• gure) dying, when , I Was riot yet fifteen ; I ac- 
" cepted the Invitation of a Friend, to live with 
** her in this Town/ She introduced meto Com- 
^ pan-, to Balls, toVPhtys, to Mafquerades, and 

.« all 
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" all the gay Amufements of the fafhionable 
« WorW. She i$ ; lately dead : Hereupon I re- 
" tired ttMny former Privacy in the Country. 
" with a Resolution to quit the Circle of Vanity, ' 
" I M* ftt ofUpfi g<nie round, during :trie five laft 
"_Years of my Life, I hoped, that after a Satiety 
^""oFTowh-plealures, Tlhould have the better Re- 
" (i(h for rural Enjoyments. But, alas ! Sir, I 
"find, that the Impertinencies of Plays, Balls, 
<C ?P^ Vifiis, have giv£n fiich a Loofe to my 
*^ Tfiou gh ts, that_my_Mjnd is a Source of Extra- 
"** vagancies ; and all my fiefle&ions are but a 
■ c S \Jtfen Mb ofr idlr arid xonfufed; Nations. Npw, 
" what I requeft of Mr I Frew^Thinker y is, that Ke 
" would favour me with (brae of ,bis fage Advice, 
'* and help me to cottreS 'this vitiated Tafte of 
*' Life* Tarn, 

- , . y s i R r ,' ■ • ;'/' - *» 

Kw Humble Servant aiid Difctple, ■ , 

Lavinia, 

■ - I think 1 Z^u;^Vs Letter i&full of Inft*u<&ion. 
How many young Ladies have we in her- Cafe 5 
and ybt JkAar few defire ta 'be cured h* A perpetual 
Hurry ofr Spirits chrougHthe sburfe ef five Years, 
will require Time and Patience, and much cool 
Refle&ion, before the Mind can recover its proper 
Temper. However,. I fancy, if L&uinia^ to the 
'Precipes of Philbfophy, would add arn agreeable 
-Husband,' who delights' in the fedate Pleafures'of 
Lifej 4t*vWild very much feciliwe the Cure. 
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Mane olim veteres vitam coluere <$ahini ; f .v - 
//*«<■ .fotfw btfratfr: Sicfortis Etruria crevit, . . 
•Scilicet fcf rerumfafta ejf pule her rima Roma, \ 



HA V IN G given my Countrymen?*. *# /to* 
Account of the OiviSties and Geremosties f 
Poliunefs in Vfe. among .*£« Romans 5 for their 
farther Information, I ihall now proceed to fliew, 
How they parcelled out their Time, juJbe daily a«& 
ordinary Courfe of a private Life. 

Under their Kings,/ the People, as yet un- 
cormpted with Affluence, glory'd in Frugality; 
and the greateft. Simplicity of Manner* was ac- 
counted moft fafliionable : Their Time was al- 
moft wholly taken up in providing for the Ne- 
ceflities of Life, and in fupporting the Fatigues 
.of War* during the Teim of above two hundred 
'•Years. ..-,-' •- ' ; - ! « ^ - - 
.U^per the Cctifuls*, as often as they had my 
foreign ^Wara to feat, they found therofelves **t 
leifurer tatfoment inteftine Broils. The Defire of 
.Rule amongft the Patricians, and the Love of 
Liberty in -the BUheians, kept Rome in a peupfc- 
tual Ferment, which threatned Deftruaiojvto>tte 
Common- wealth ulats Infancy. /ThefetwoO*- 
ders of Ciriaen^.tj^ftfgrjsffing alike tbe.Boupds of 
Moderation, lived^ in a mutual Diftruft one of 
the other : So that, as foon 3& they perceived, 
• " " they 

* N° 25. 
- 
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they werejn 1 no danger from Enemies abroad, their 
principal Care was to defeat the pabals of each 
other. 

Thus, through the Courfe of about Five hun-» 
dred Years, the main Attention, the Vigour and 
the Vertue of the Romans was employed, in de- 
fending them/elves againft the, Hoftilities of their 
Neighbours, and- in. compoftng their domeftick 
leuds. If they, enjoyed any Intermiffiwis from 
thefe Cares, they then apply'd thcrafelves entirely 
to Agriculture. In thefe happy Intervals of Tran* 
quility, no Man thought it beneath him to fet his 
Hand to the Plough ; the Patrician and the Ple- 
beian, whofe Conditions and whofe Bufinefs fo 
widely differed in the City, had one Occupation ' 
in the Country ; and the greateft, in common 
with the meaneft Roman, was not' afhsuned to b^> 
{£yled A Labourer. 

. We have many Examples of this laudable Sim- 1 
gHcity, not only in the early times of the Repub- 
lick, when it was- cuitomary to fend for Gonfuls 
and .Diftators from their Farms, to affift in the 
arduous Affairs of Government j. but likewife, in 
the flotfri&ing Ages, wherein Rome was Miftrefs 
4>f- Italy % and had made her Power refpected be- 
yond the Seas. I need not, therefore, mention 
Jfyintius .Cincinnati** \ who was found labouring 
in Jpis Grounds, by the Perfons who were difpatch- 
ed*to .notify to t him, that he was appointed I)ifta- 
tjn*. . I want not for Jnft^nces to my Purpi>fe in 
Curifts bentatusy \n Fabrjcius> Ajiilius Serramtt % 
Lkinius StoUy Gqto the Genfir 9 and. many others j 
who, in much later Times, were proud to take 
their Surnames , from fome ^particular Branch of 
Husbandry, in which they excelled : Hence (ac- 
cording to the concurring Opinions of ancient 
Writers) came the AJinedn, the 'Fit£llian 9 the 
t> 3 - Suillxan, 
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Suilli^n, Portion, and the >Qvinhn Family; .the 
Founders of tbefeiFamiltes having been-famous fot 
breeding the feveral forts of Animals, imply'd in 
their Name*. Others likewife had <HiHnguifce<l 
themfelves, by raifing and improving particular kinds 
of Pulje ; whence came the Surnames Lentulus 9 
Rabins, Pifa Cicero, and many more. • 
. In a word ; fo generally were the Ramans adt 
di&ed to the Occupations of a Country Life*; 
that the Name of Itfay-farers (Viatwes) was given 
10 certain Officers, whofe Bufinefs it was to go 
and acquaint the Senatours, that an extraordinary 
Seflion would be held oft foch, or fiich-aDay: 
As for the ordinary Meetings of the Senate, they 
were fixed to the Day of the Caltnis, and th$ 
Day of the hies, in every Month ; end <»rifeqaerit- 
ly. did not require to he notify 'd.- Now, if thfe 
Senatours and Men of Note paffed a great partxtf 
their time in the Country 5 what may we jud$e 
of the inferiour Citifcen#r Above three Parts m 
four of them (probably) faw the City but once 
in ev^y #me Days, in time* of Feafce^ They 
came thkher^hly to' buy Neccffar-ies for thet* 
Farms'* and to examine -Whether thfcy«*uld k& 
provie bt f ej<§£r: "any new Regulations'; wM<& tm 
Magiftrates fixed upon the Gapi%ol> and kip in the 
Torum, three Market-Days fucceffively, tefer*th*y 
were offered to be confirmed. It was on tiiefe 
Market-Days, ,that (fo'time) the Tribunes' *ftb* 
Petpk. entertained th**tf with- tfce : Affairs of tfie 
Government, ~ knd ^Changes, <that were to bfc 
«nad* V and-ty 4heir Haringues fomented tfce Jea- 
Wies, which agibited^he different O^ef^ of the 
Community, undei* the 'Republic k. 

Lastly, The Prague of Husbahdrf liHift 

hare?' been univerfolly efteemed imongfV thci R^ 

mans* for a cohfideraWe tW> ^'whW-'-OcM (to- 

c v * waids 
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wards the Doclenfion of the Commonwealth) fpeaks 
Vnourahljf ,of it ; and does not fcruple to affirm, 
that even, then, the Perfons of Probity and Diftin- 
£tfoh gloried ., more in being enrolled amongft the 
. Country-Tribes, than in being numbred among# 
£he wealthieft of the City-Families. 

I -fliall-purfue this Subje£ in the next Half-Sheet j 
that I may here have room to mafce a few Remarks 
pn what has been laid. 

This. Account of the Romans is not peculiar 
to them ; but may be applied as juflly to' mott 
Nations, if we look back into their ancient Man- 
ners and Cuftoms. There was a Time,, when 
Tillage, Pafturage, Breeding of Cattle, and Plant- 
ing, were not ignoble Occupations in this Ifland ; 
Neither is it yet half a Century, finee moft.of ouf * 
£oantry-Genrierocn have been bred in a com- 
plect Ignorance of Husbandry^ to learn the Idle* 
peffes .of the Town, Wje can likewife, even to • 
this day, ihcw, perhaps a mote ample .Catalogue 
Qf Rural Surnames, than the JHemans coujd ever 
fcoaft of: Several of which are taken from Ani- 
mals ; as Lamb, Kid, Colt, Bullock, Gojling, Cock, 
Dove, Partridge, Pheafant: Others from Country-' 
Occupations ; as Shepherd, Cow-berd, Farmer, 
Plowman, Gardener : Many from Grain; Trees, 
Plants, and Flowers ; as Wheat, Oats, AJh, Birch, 
Br com, Ivy, Violet, Zitfyx-Primrofe : Some from 
Fruits ; as Cherry, Strawberry, Nut, Haws, Sweet- 
apple, Crab : Othei4 from thfe Water ; as Lake, 
Pool, Ford, River f, Brooks, : Ah9 feveral from the 
Nature or Diftributiotf'e^ Hie Ground ; as Hill, 
Dale, Heath, Wood, Greenwood, Lane, Hedges, A- 
crts, Meadows, 

Thus did our ancient Families diftinguifli 
themfelves by Appellations, which betokened In- 
dustry, Innocence and Independency \ and which 
D 4 bore 
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bore fome relation to either tbeir Lands, their 
Seats, or their Bufinefs. If moft of the flourish- 
ing modern Families, who haunt the Town, were 
to copy after our Predeccflburs in this refpedt ; 
many, who might be ambitious of being dignified 
bv their Places of Abode, would have a Right to 
afllime the Surnames of JVhite'% Tom's, fflWs 
'Button's, the Grecian, Jonathan's, Change-Alleys 
Groom- Porter's, &c. Others, who might be more 
defirous to be known by the particular Arts of 
Life they cultivated, or might be proud of fignl- 
fying to Pofterity, by what Induftry they happen- 
ed to thrive in the World ; would not be thought 
to arrogate, by appropriating to themfelves the 
genteel Names of Haxard, Picket, Ombre, Bqffet 9 
Punter, Master ; Game/ter likewife, and Sharper 
are no difreputable, nor improper T itles, with art 
fandfome Equipage : And, if any. Gentleman of 
the Indujlrious Tribe fliould have a particular 
Fondnefsto a Rural Denomination j he may bor- 
row, from a Country* Animal, the Surname of 
Setter. ' 
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TJbi pro lainre defidta, pro continentia fcf aquitate 
hbido atque fuperbia invafere ; fortuna fimulcunt 
morihus imrnutatur. 

SALLU3T. 



TO carry on the Eflay which was begun laft 
Friday : About the five hundred and feventieth 
Year of the City (after tjie fecond Punick War) 
the Roman* were invited into Greece, by the Mto- 
lians and the Athenians : And when they had fub- 
dued Philip King of Macedon, and his Son Perfes ; 
flufhed with Succefs, they extended thefr Conquefts 
into the Lejfer Afia, and into Syria. Hence their 
own Writers date the vifible Declenfion of their 
former Simplicity. Their Victories ' .turned ta 
their prejudice; for, with tne Arts, they adopted 
the Vices of the People, they had fubje&ed to their 
Empire. 

There was a fudden Change iri Rome: 'New 
Arts and Sciences were ftudied ; the Houfes were 
new-modelled and enlarge^ j fumptuous Furniture- 
arid coftly Apparel were coveted ; and their Diet 
was poifbned with the Wantonnefs of Cookery, 
The Mounds of /their ancient Difcipline, 1 over- 
born by the Inundation of foreign Luxuries ; the/ 
rsfyied their Manners into Excefles of every Jtirid. 
In Yain, did the Cenfor now remind his Fellow- 
k v . p ^ • . Citizens 
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.-Citizens of the Severity of their Anceftours : Ex- 
ample w^ grown too powerrtfbf6rTriTAutfioYfty\: 
Pleafure and Idlenefs became libera^ .Labour anjl 
Induftry, fervile Diftin&ions. The Corruption, 
which began among the Quality, infenfiblyinfe&ed 
the People to fuch a degree 5 that, at laft, the 
moft ufelefs Citizen was accounted the moil ho- 
nourable. Inthis poKteState of Degeneracy;theit 
Time (which before was ufually employed to fame 
laudable Purpofe) was now wholly divided between 
Amufements, Ceremonies, the Tasks of Ambition, 
Fiaftirigs, and immoderate Sleep : Which brings 
me to what I propofed, irx the beginning of my. 
" preceding Paper. 

During the firft four hundred and fixty Yeaxs*. 
the Romans knew no other Divifion of the Dajr^ 
but into the Morning, ^the Noon, and the Evenings 
And, in the Law of trie Twelve Tables, therejs n6 
rnention mad£ v but of the Rifing and Setting' of the 
Sun j neither was it tillfome Years after, that the 
Common Crier proclaimed the Noon 9 ' with a loud 
Voice. 

Pliny fays* that the firft Inftrument, yehich the 
Romans ever had to diftinguilh the Hours, was 
a Sun- Dial,, placed by the Cenfor Pafyrius Cufjof 
in fhe Court of the Temple of jga/r/W, ten 
Years before the Tarentim • War :'* Arid Marcus 
Varr* .informs, us, that the firft Curiofity of this 
.kind (which was expofed in publick'near the Ra- 
Jlrums} was fixed upon a little Pillar ; and that it 
was broijgjit frem Sicily by Valerius Meffata, in the 
four hu«3red and feventy feventh Year of Rome: 
How inteerfec^ foever this Dial might be, : they 
continued to Regulate theif Time tyy it, about; 
ninety- nine Years ; till Martius PhiKppus (whoi 
was* Cehfof with PauTus Mmilms)j&vk. them one 
jjnore compleat ; and Pliny ad<Js,*That he gained 

more 
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more Reputation by this Prefent to the Publick^, 
than by all tys other Actions, during his Ovi/or-, 

But,, notiyithftandiiig, thefe Helps the R$mars 
wene* {til) at a lofs to know the time of the Day, \ 
and to proportion their Hours, as often as thej 
Sky was over-caft j till Sclpio Najica, in the Year > 
five .hundred and ninety-five, fet. up an Irivention 
tQ meafitfe : the,Hours ? ,by tjie dropping of jVVater 
out of \ onerYeffel..'ir^o\a^other ; ,as wG ( {on#uije. 
Occafio^as) now 'measure themu by the running o£ 
Sand,* Ticy countecf twelve JEJojifs in trie Da>y ^ 
which were longer 'or &orterj; E according to trie' 
length and fhortncfs of thel Davs. The firft fix 
Hours weje from ^Suri-rifing till Noon \ and the 
other fix, from Nixm to .the Going- down of the^ua^ 
And, that every Mafter pjf a Family might Jcnow,,' 
at hoime, how the /Time '^afled ; there was\com T 
monjy a Slave kept in every Houfe, whofe w^ole' 
Employment was to ru/i to and fro to obferve thcf 
Hours, and fignify them to the Family. Of this 
we have feveral Traces in the Latin Poets :- And 
Pliny ^ fpeaking of fudden Deaths, fays, that Babius, 
who had been Praetor ''of Bithynia, died inflantly/ 
when he had enquired of his Servant,, the Hour, "of 
the Day, . « • -* : , 

• Herb again, I am ohliged to flop my Carreer, 
in the (econd StAge of my Subject, by fume Refle- 
xions, that merit Attention. 

Wjs have feen the Romans fall from th? Sobrie- 
ty of their Manners, by the Acquifition of Power ; 
and decline ia/Vertue, as.they grew 19 Affluence 
and Pofitenefs : Which, at la#, ended in the totaj 
Sub verfion firft of their .Liberties, and then of their 
Empire. This has been the Fate of almoft al) 
flourishing Nations : . And I fear England^ without 
timely Care, will ia a few Years furnifli Hiflory 

with 
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with one pregnant Example more of this kind 
This Obfervation makes me inclinable to believe* 
that the celebrated Vertues of any Community • 
have been owing more to Neceffity than Choice 5 
iince we find, that moft Countries have admitted * 
of as many Extravagancies, as their Cifcumftances 
could fupport. We have indeed many glorious 
Inftances of particular Perfons who have enjoyed 
the moft ample Fortunes with the greateft Mode- 
ration : But, I know of no powerful and flourish-, 
ing State^ that was ever able to maintain their an- 
cient, ntceflary Vertues, and to diftinguifh them- 
iclves by a Natiohal Heroifm. 

From the Accpunt of the Roman Divifion-of 
the Day, we may obferve how very flow the Pro- 
grefs of the moft feemingly obvious Arts and Sci- 
ences muft have been in all Nations, at the Be- 
ginning. When the Romans were at Taft able to 
parcel out the Day 'jnto twelve Hours ; yet even 
then, it. muft have been a new and* a tedious Study* 
to come to an Exa&nefs of dividing thofe Hours 
into Minutes, *and Tub<fivfding the Minutes into 
Seconds : And yet, trifling as this knowledge may 
feem (which our Clockrinakers have broughr to 
a fiirprizing Nicety) it would be endleft to enume- 
rate the^Ufes of it. 

Jinci our time is reduded to*z Standard, and 
the Bullion of the Day is minted out into Hours j 
the -Induftrious know h6w tc* erh£lcry every piece 
of Time to a real advantage, in their different 
Profeffions : And he, th&t is prodigal of hts Hours^ 
is (in effect) a Squanderer of Money, I remem- 
ber to have heard of a notable Woman, who was 
thoroughly fenfibleof the intrinfick Value of Time, 
Her Husband was a Shoe-maker, and an excellent 
Crafts-man; but never minded how the Minutes 
pafled. In vain did his Wife inculcate to him, 

^> T-hac 
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That Tithe is Monef : He had too much Wit to 

apprehend her; and he curfed the PariuS-Oock> 

every Night ; .'which at laft brought him 1 tor Ms 

Ruin. One Night, when the poor Woman fent 

the Prentice to call hxm home from the Ale-Houfe; 

he asked, what a-clock it was ? Twelve, anfwers 

the Boy : Go then (fajs th$ Mafter) and bid my 

Wife be eafy, it can never he more. After an Hour's 

Patience, ftie fent again : What a-clock now, 

Child? One^xr. Tnat*s a good Boy ; once more, 

go and defire my WhVto~ be comforted ; it cam 

never be lefs. ; • . 



N* 122. Friday* May 22. 17 19. 



*£| *££* (liyfioif lxxtfol<tlajr 9 «//! pur ttvUi 

Lucian*. 



WH I LE the Day was all of a piece at Rome 9 
the Manners 6f the People were fimple, 
and their Occupations fueb only as Neceffity re- 
quired. No fooner had they learnt to tell out 
their Time into Hours, than they contrived Me- 
thods to multiply the Bufinefs of the Day ; allot- 
ting,' to ' almoft every Hour, a different Care. If 
then, we confider the Romans in this Condition ; 
they generally parcelled out the Day, in their 
ordinary Courfe of Living, after the following 
manner. 

Tm e y had their Morning Devotions j witk 
Which they ufually began the Day j going from 

Temple 
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Temple to Temple to rrecomniend <hetnfe]ves, eve- 
rv. Man to as m§ny Gods, as he thought he might 
ftand in^need of, Thofe, who were not at-leifure,, 
or peijfyaps, npt clifpofed ,to go abroad, . acquitted: 
thernfelves, of this Duty at hope; the Rich by. 
Sacrifices, or Offerings, and the, Poor, only by Vows 
and Prayer^. They had, likewife, $ejr Evening 
Aioratjions ; with this Diftin&ion, That their Mat-* 
tins were fox theC^?/W,and their Vej^ers for the 
hifemal Defties. But, jthe Prime of t Jthe pay was 
not wholly appropriated to the potfc i.They round 
it highly necelTary not to be tardy in paying their 
Refpe&s to their own Species \ they were affiduous 
and early in thejr £ey/e-Salutafions ^ the inferipur 
People paid their Morning-Court to the Magiftrates ; 
and the Magiftrates went abroad betimes to worlhip 
the Grandees of the City. 

Thus, were the fir ft and theTecond Hours of the 
Sun ordinarily employ'd by the Roman Citizens; 
if we except the'fevere Students, the Men of Bu(i- 
nefs, the Merchants, the Tradefmen and Artificers ; 
who preferred'IndunVy to ScffVilIty,* and' were not 
at leifure to be fafiuonable. 

The thirOTour iumrnbned the People to the 
Courts of Judicature ; excepting on Koiy-Days, qr 
when fome moire important Affairs of Govern- 
ment interrupted the Bofinefs of the Bar. Betide 
the Judges, the Lawyers, the. Solicitors, nd the 
Parties concerned* there was always a vaftCon- 
courfe in the Forum \ who came, thither, partly to 
enquire after News* ^nd partly to hear the Pka? 
dings ; and who, during the Republick^ took upafc* , 
theniVto approve or to condemn the Decifions* 
that were made*. For. this reafon it is* that Cicero* 
in the Peroration of his Accufation againft Ferret* 
threatens, the Judges with the Cenfure of the Ra- 
man People, who heard him fpoak, if tljey fhould 

fuffer 
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fuffer the heinous Crimes of Vtrres to efarpe the 
Rigour of the Laws* 

This Attention took op th* Generality of the 
Citizens (who were rte-t obliged to be 3bfent up- 
on other Concerns) during tfee third, die fotmbJ 
and the fifth Hours. In the mean rime, the tew 
(who were^ engaged in more urgent Bufinefs) em- 
plo^'d thefe Hours according to their different tai- 
lings, their Rank, andtheti'fepairate Views, -The 
Knights fat as 1 Judges, and '{fegi (feed Treaties f ari4' 
ltga£ Gantraels s : A[rtd the- Candidates - for Employ^' 
ments, or Honours, went about the City with^heir 
Friefidsand Religions, to procure Votes. '■ , ' 

At laft, came the fixth Hour of the Day ; the 
Neon-Tide : at which Time, every Man retired tx> 
hfe Home ; made a (lender Dinner ; and took a 
moderate, refreshing; Nap. ; . ; 1 

T^he firft Hours in the Afternoon were-jufuatty 
allotted to Bodily Exercifes j as walking, riding in 
a Coach, *or playing at Mall : And the .Youth of 
Fafhion, whofe Ambition prompted them to im- 
prove their Agility ~and Strength, went into thi 
Field of Mars to pra&ife fuch Feats of A&ivity , 
as were moll proper to fit them for the Discipline 
and Fatigues of War. i ' 

1 As the Riches, and conftquently the Luxury, 
of the Romans encreafed, they, hid? their pubiidd 
Walks, as likewtfe private Gardens 6f great Mag* 
nificence :- and, in time* Marble doiflers^^nd-GaW 
leries of an incredible Length. In thefe cool 
places did the Perfons, who loved ledate Amu(e- 
raents, pafs hwo or three Hours of the Afternoon, 
in difcouf fing gravely or pkafently, according to 
theft different Humours. The Poets took this fe* 
vourable Opportunity to come thither, to recite 
their Verfes to fueh as were incMnable to heartbeat 
-*.... * « -. . , Fro** 
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FR0*a%thefe feyeral Recreations, they flocked 
to the publick Baths, which were,4>$>3ned at abated 
Time i in she Winter at tfig eighth, .iivthe Sumrper 
at $he ntfith Hour of the Qay : which iya$ fignify'd) 
by the Sound ,of a Belt. Thofe, ^|k> had private, 
Baths, made ufe of them earlier, or Jater, as they 
pleafed: But, Alexander Sevcrus faR. permitted the 
puWick Bafhs to be kept open all the Night,' in the' 
intenfe Heats of the Sura men f The, Poets, like-., 
wife, .came to tbe\Ba*h$ to repeat their Compos, 
fitions,; where they never failed. of a nmn^rp^* 
Audience. j , 

After Bathing,, was the Time of ufingOik 
and fwejet Ointments $ with which they fuppied 
their Limbs: And then, fucceeded tJieTime of 
Ripper;. which began, the ninth or tenth Hour; 
of the Day. This was their principal Meal : andi 
(in Procefs of Time) ffpm a (hort, rnoderate Re* 
paft, grew to the Excefs of being prolonged till af- 
ter Midnight. . . . , 

My Readers will fee by this Account, that the 
Romans divided the Action of every Day into two 
diftin& Scenes ; the one for Studies or Bufinefs,^ the 
other for Exercife and AmufementS;;, the proper; 
Means for preferving the Mind, and the Body, in, 
foil Vigour. As, h was not reputable to wafte any~ 
Portion of the Forenwn in Pieafures^.fo likewiJe^ 
it was not euftomary to let any Affairs break in up? 
on, the Leifuee of the Afternoon* Neverthelefs, fo 
fcvere was the Application of Jbme Meiv of Note, 
that they ! gave thrir Mjnds no Relaxation, bejpre 
the tenth ; JHour. Thus Seneca fays, Ipe remem^r x 
the gft&t Otwtour Aiini^s Pollio, ^wio^w^dr^^ntr 
tend tatbjeluiji £ufwtf& nor. Jo rrmch asread # &tf? 
ter, after the tenth Hour: left the Contents qfit. 
Jb{tuldj>bligeJ#m:tfifp^ A nffy pare : }i A$d injhettffc 
remaining Hours, be refrejhed bi?nfelf, and threw 
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off* the Fatigue of the whole Day, But,, this Seve- 
rity was not required in a Perfon of the moft fe- 
rious Character : Plutarch fays, that Cato went re- 
gularly after Dinner to exercife himfelf at Ball^ in * 
the Campus Martins ; and that he diverted himfelf 
as ufual with this Exercife, that Very Day, the 
People had refufedto choofe him ConfuL t ,„ 

After what has been faid, let us a Tittle con- 
fider zLondm-Dayi and fee what Account u&exaa 
give of our Hours,, for the Information of future 
Ages, when we may be no longer a free People. 

Be it known then to my Readers in Futurity 
(if they happen to underftan4^^/^)ahat- for- 
merly our Day, as in other ancient Nations, began 
with the rifitfg of the Sun: But, about the latter 
End of tht Jixteenth Ctntury, the wife Men ob- 
ferved a vifible Change tri our T^e, , which Jiaa, . 
ever fince gone on; forthe wotfe; infbrrnich t^ar^ 
of late Years vrt have altered our manner of com- 
puting fa 'faV, that our Morning' begins 'pfecifeljr 
at fhe Noon of out Anceftours ; and our Noon cpr- 
refix>nds wijA the 'Evening* of thofe ; 't>fcn*n Folks* 
Who lived by the Light of Mature, :, ihd feved Fire., 
and Candle;/ .In ,bther Words ; 'let us fuppofe an, 
Rour-Jhxlettdar, arid then, our Mzv-Sfyfy >ffi'bft 
found to'dirferjuft'Tix Hours from the OA/,' ' , 

We perform our Exercifes (fuch as ' they "are) 
moftly bjrOancfie-Hght : Sedentary Sports are m4 
fafhionable; fuch as enfeeble the Body,* 'and render, 
it lifllefs and deKcatcin all its* Motions. v We hive 
indeed a few robuft, clownilh Gentlemen ; but in 
general they are thought difqualtfy'd for any confi- 
gurable Potts, whether Civil or Military ; and they 
are fcMoni 5 -or never, promoted to any Titles pf 
Honour, above Knighthood. The only Exercife 
now pra&ifed, that Yeems to require fome Force 
of Arm, and a lively Spring in the Wriit, isthevio- 

. f ' ■ lent 
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lent rattling of two little fqua re Bones in a fimll 
Cylindrical Box, about five Inches deep, and two 
and a half Diameter. 
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Oner at dif cent em turba^ non inftruit : Multoque fa- 

ttus eji paucis te auSforibus trader ■/, quarn errart 

" per multas. Sen ec, deTranqui)]. Aniou 

1 . . .: Lendn, May 11. 1719; 

. JMr. F&BK-TifitfJtE*,. . 

* p'UKSXJANTxo;ipy*IJfODaife,Ipurpofe 
rt * to difclofc my felf jtoJthev Bajchelo^-Can- 
" didates ; but firft defire to know, whether . yoji 
<c hay,e received any morePijtp^als,, (inc^YOu^laft, 
<c In^hi* refpe& I am an arrant Wora»^ 1 am,de* 

* firous qf many &utc»s ; , The fijlle/ the Market, t 
« the better the Choice a and the Perfon. I,&|fll 

* <cuU,6ut of a Thou&nd, . will think #imfe^mo** 
rf obliged, than^if I chbfe him ioyt of ^Jfeanty 
<4 Number. . - , 

). <€ As loon as I receive >your AnjWer, J (hall ejn- 
V.trufl: you with, my final ^foltftions.; ..thaj ygu 
'?..xnay jpake themi?uWick. ,, ,1 an^ , '.-.,." 

Yourfmcertly obliged , , J 



~<»t , 



*n? io«; " '' 



I have. 

1-. *j * ■ 

Digitized by LjOOQLC , 



N a i23^ 7&F*ibe-Th inker. 91 

I have beeen , fufpriBed at Miranda's floiw Pro- 
ceedings; She might have been .happy, if file had 
pleafed, ihefet^o 'Months ago. However, fcehas* 
Hbt yet loft her Opportunity ; for, fevefalof my 
Correspondents continue to enquire after her witn 
Impatience.; and will, this Day, be tranfported to 
fee, tha^ ihjej&as iipt altered her Jylind, v Alll<?an 
fay to her at prefent is, tfea$ I long to fee the Af- 
fair consummated ; and that {he needs not doubt 
of having a numerous Band of Suiters, when they 
fh^Ji .fcnow where to addrefs themfelves. In the 
mean time, I wifli (he had thought of making a 
prppfcr Ufe, of faJtyitfyntjfaUdpisip* ivlien e- 
very Candidate would have been entirely, at lei* 
fupp to .attend her. B.eiblutio^St. . . t • * ; ; 

\ -;%tbiFR E£rT&IN££M. /' : i. >"> 

SIR, • - ; >• v ; ; Miyfr lyiql 

c . c T V a Senfibility of my Weaknc'fs, and 1 an carnctt 
tfi.4-* .Define to J^vejtti^effed, be^prbpe* Mo- 
v- mes to engage lyour Fhilofophical Compaffibh y 
"-'I.queftioaaitd£ 4ur* m^Cofe *trf& ckttifcyoufl 
v^o(ft.^r»hiJCwfifel«ra<<k)iitf TWlf^rrnityy foi* 
¥ theGureof which I apply to you, is^ahMtabi^ 
<* lay of Mta!^ 1 * volattl ^h<Wgttt, afttf a treadfetf 
<* rous Memory^ aft wtoich prevent the Improve* 
«*. d»fltofc&y&tKl€*fta^ing,^ 
u So that, getting Jktie Advantage toy Reading, I 
" takeailitefc Delight 4n4t. ; ' *' \ 

«> ifiad it extremely ^fliddh to fix? «my attend 
" . tion - r to any 4fcriou# Subject : = I- cirnndt *dtain : £ 
«* Nua&er of Fa«^ 'WrfiitHdr^ftfteral > Ciminl^ 
^- lfan>i«a^^rt^a«dfl^ and Oecafion-: iifeft 
^ gtVe no dWtirift and particular Aocoi>m v in the 
" Evening, -of Vrnit I reid in the MotnVg : anil 
<c in a fev^Etey^ the i faiht 'Traces leave not die 
M leaft l&pkam *b ^yi^rid.-' I -ha^ejofte^ 

> " wou- 
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" wondered to hear a Gentleman fay, That he nt- 
** ver read a Book, which be did not make his otvrt; 
u What would I not give for fo happy a Reten- 
u tion! I fear, I labour under an incurable Evil. 
u You beft can refolve my Doubts, or redrefs niy 
<c Misfortune; and your Advice, which-ever way 
4C k turns, is expe&ed with Impatience by, 

SIR, 

* Tour very humble Servant, 

E.W. 

It is plain, the Gentleman, who is able to re* 
prefent his Cafe fo much like a Man of Senfe, is 
not under an Incapacity of improving his Unde** 
ftandinz by the Ufe of Books. The heft confli- 
cted Mind may, from fcveral Accidents, contract 
the Infirmities he complains of; and yet may, 
through a timely Care, recover its natural Abilities; 
_ Instability of Mind mav proceed fttitn on* 
fettled Views in Life. The Perfcn, whofe Pur- 
fiofes are fluctuating, and who has not as yet de- 
termined what Scheme of Thought he fhali pui> 
fue, but fifes every Dav to fome new Proje& % or 
who ramtks perpetually in his Reading, and at- 
moft every Hour changes his Authour, or hk Sub- 
ject ; muft jipt sxpeft* white hfeindulges.bimtelf in 
the Rovings of his Imagination, to make a tolera- 
ble Progrefs in any . Knowledge or > Profeffion : 
Apd, let his natural Capacity be never fo good,' a 
long Habit of this krnd , wUi enervate hie At* 
teption, and render his Thoughts vo&til ; tia.Kead 
will become a.TJwrough-Farefor^iSitcceflfoir of 
fleeting Ideas, where none will jabide* any jnore 
than Pafiengefs in an Jon. The eaiieit Remedy 
for this Waft$ of Thpught* is to habituate th$ Mind 
by degree$ntoi Attentiofi # ,^y /^pl|«>i*;J»0d*#ueJy 
-.■'«:" * to 

by V*OC 



to the.fame Purfoifc, Day after Day: ^and by choof. 
i^gtQ relax it with Con vcrfation, or any other Re- 
< : flaatj$*j$, .rather than to hufy it to no piirpoie with 
* Variety *»f Studies, and a deftdtory Method ^o/ 
JS.ead}i)g< '.••.»«»..-. 

TH2 Attention may likewtfe be diffipated by 
Multiplicity of Buiinefsj by Intemperance, by Plea* 
lures, by Cares, or by ftrong Paflions of any kind. 
While any one or more of thrfe Avocations pre- 
vail, in , y aii* doer a Man of the beft Pfcrts endea- 
vour to* attend eifrdually to his Studies; and he 
*ccyjfe$ hjs Capacity Wrongfully. ; His Soul is pre- 
-pofleftl his whole Thought is employed 5 .and muft 
be difingaged from the powerful Call of any ur~ 
{^nt A&edion, before he can- liften to the lefs fm- 
^ortyiute §ptticita$i©ns, ©f Arts and Sciences, winch 
always require a Free Mind. . .*. t \ '. 

I come now to confider my Correfpondent's 
treacherous Memory : % which probably, be accufes, 
f^jlt^out fome Injustice. I muft objerve jto 
him* that' this "Faculty operates different Ways ^in 
different Perfons, y that it is in general more or lefs 
retentive as the Object is more or lefs intereft- 
ingor agreeable to it ; and likewife, that every Man's 
Mcm o rj is unfetithfelr in proportion as Ms Atteif- 
tk>n is^sflegligent. Let me farther obferve, tj?at 
there is -no Man of Thought and Refle&ion, but 
he muft hive & confiderable Powe'r of Reminif- 
cence ; to wbfch he is indebted for all his Obfer- 
vattons-, and- his Judgment trf Things: this Powef, 
indeed, exerts- it felf varioufly ; fome it enables to 
fSCfcllfcft a vaft Number of Particulars* and it givers 
to others the Advantage of retaining a great many 
gertftTfrl Gonckfwms, which are (as it were) the 
Sum+Tbtqi of a lon^LHt of Particulars: But, both 
thefe ' Advantages do not often concur in the fame 
Berfon. liorbear to treat this Subje& folly, at 

prefent, 
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prefent/for the;Reafon hinted m thc'beginnillg of 
my Sevcnt* ^fccundifcpfer^v'Iivtteifteaft time; fcr 
*he Relief qfMr. E.W.Aet hirrnbe -fiffufed, that 
(with Appl J <? t W 1 aiwl Method) ; a# ordinary Force 
of Memory will carry a Student far into" Know- 
ledge ^ piwitfedf he dees not diftfltffc hte Mind by 
too great a Variety of Studies. Neither tet him 
he difheartenedj^befcatrfe: he danmo^ repeat air A«- 
-thqur/s Wjorcb, .nor perhaps recoiled many Paffil- 
gei in a Bbok^ ; he *ndy hav6 reaoVwfrh ditfgentee': 
•He^inay, neverthelefe^ Make ati>dikbmY bh &t&h*\ 
which is* morel the Work of Judgment, thatfMgf 
lAeinbry. . I hafvc fcnow^i^iahy aGemlckiariv^Mto 
xsould {kyjfirgilty heart, write like Bavius*: Ani, 
a M*n mtry team to think in the Sptrirofa-'ftiB 
Write v though he . does i not remember one entrfc 
Period of his Works. ' i ^ : '* '\ * 



N ' 124, ir^yi May/ 39. 1719. -v 

■■ 1 , 1 ■ \ it ; , ■! . y ■ ,. [ i • ■ ■ *n ' jhuM 
5/ potts archaic is epmipa fecumhtrt ?ie$is 9 < no* % 

* i\fo mdica ,c&nq™ timfi qlu%j>n0? patella* y t* ♦ 
Suprtnm te-fiU d$mi % Torquay nianebd. 

Hon* 



© 



F all the Amufements atnNHeaftires of Lrfc, 
.Gonverfttion has alwaysi beeii efttetned fldt 
only the moft" national, but lik©«fife the) mtrffc *- 
greeable, Method of unbending the Mind. It is ifa 
Jfcntejtaintnent, which .futts .every Age, and every 
Condition 4 anjl we ft ill recur to it with fre& De- 
/;! x ^ light. 
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light. We grow tired of the frequent Repetition 
of Balls, of Plays, or of Opera's - 9 which are ftudied, 
artificial Relreinrnenrs : Whereas, Converfation is 
the natural Junket of the Mind j and moll Men 
have an Appetite to ir, once in the day at leaft i 
The Perfon, likfewife, Who fecludes himfelf froni 
Company, will as naturally impair the Vigour of 
hts Understanding, as he Would diiiiinifli th£ 
Strength of his Body by too abftemious a jCourfe 
of Diet. 

There is a time for all things ; and ConveN 
•fetion has its proper Seafoh. ,In the Morning, it 
diffipates the Spirit* ; unfettles' the {lead for any. 
ferious Applicaition ; and intoxicates like Wuie : 
In the' Evening, it foftens every preceding Care ; 
relieves every Fatigue ; and defcerids, lijce a refrefb~ 
mg I>w, upon the Thought, parched with the] 
Bufinefs of the Day, Happy therefore is the ManJ 
who when he has emnloy'd the Day in laudable 
Putfuits, has a chofen Band of Friends to converge 
with, in the Evening : His Sleep is fweet to him ; 
and his Labour is not irkfome : On the other hand, 
his Condition is to be pity'd, who is the perpetual 
Slave of Bufinefs^ or of Idlenefs ; fince either Couife 
of : Cffe is equally unnatural, and confequently in- 
continent with Human Happinefs, in a well-'con- 
ftituted Mind. 

It is fit this Evening Converfation (which,with- 
in due Bounds, I recommend to all my Difciples, 
who are Men of Application whether to Bufinefs of 
Studies) (hould be invigorated with a moderate 
Repaft, and a cheerful Bottle $ that the whole Man 
may] be'refrelhed. In the mean 'time, I forbid the 
Superfluities of Meats and* Wines to ail, but Minli 
fters of State, who errfploy them with great Effi- 
cacy in the Difpatch of Bujisefs ; impairing their 
rfealth, for the Service of the Publick. 

•' . Men 
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Men of refined Spirits know the Luxury of a 
fimple Banquet ; and make the Variety of the Table 
confift in drifting the Difcourfe, fo as to give the 
Judgment and the Imagination their play, by turns. 
In this refpe&, the Elegancy of Converfation is en- 
joy'd in greater perfe&ibn in this Nation, by the 
middling Gentry of a liberal Education, than by 
Perfons in great Stations and of ample Fortunes : 
Their Rank and Power checks the Eafe and Free- 
dom of Difcourfe, both in themfelves and others: 
All Inequality breeds Conftr^int : And it is the 
Misfortune, "of the Great, to 'have many Guefts, 
and no' Companions. Befides, all Meeting^ over 
fumptubus Tables are apt to degenerate into meer 
Eating-Matches; and, by that time the Guefts 
have exercifed the feveral Dimes through, the Man 
of the Ilrongeff Digeftion will, generally, be able 
to fpeak moft like a Man of Wit and Sehfe. 

In all Ages, the Pleafure of converfing cheer- 
fiilly and freely has been the Evening Recreation of 
the moft accomplished Men j of which, the Greek 
ind Roman Writers furnifli us with feveral Exam- 
ples, in Perfons of extraordinary Genius ; PhilcK 
fophers, as well as Poets : and it is requifite, that 
every Man, who employs his Thought much in the 
Day, (hould facrifice a few Hours to Cheerfulness, 
at Night. ; 

I hare an Opportunity of clofing tbefe Reflec- 
tions, very much to my Satisfaction, with a kind 
Prefcnt, lent m* by Mr. Wilfted. It is an elegant 
Invitation, in.Verfe, to a few Friends, to celebrate 
the King's Birth- Day with him; in Imitation of an 
Epiftle in Horace ; the Beginning of which, I have 
taken for mjr Motto. This has, Indeed, been at- 
tempted' in Englijh before j but, with fuch indif- 
ferent Succefs, as fhews it to be one of thofe feem- 
ingly eaiy- Pieces of Writing, which all hope to 
,- imitate > 
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imitate* and which none but an excellent Matter, 
»can exprels. • . 

|7 RE EM A#* Ijreat this Night j and treat 
*• >w<r Friends^: ':"•'' . - 

•#> happily ', /raw »C^r^ ^«r ^Tfrought unbends : 
Jf Lucy rules not with her jealous Sway j 
. Let me hefpeak you, at the Clofe of Day. 

1 give you ike founds manly Grape, that grows 
In Tufcm Vales, or where the r Tagusyfei/i ; 
Or, if the Gallick Vine delight \you more*, . 
Of Hermitage, I have a bidden Store. 
This is my Wealth : If you have hetter Wine, 
Make me your Guefl;, if not y I claim you mine. 

Already is my little Side-Board graced ; 
The Glajfes marjhalVd ; the Decanters placed : 
The Room is coot \ the Summer- Hearth is gay 
With Greens and Flower s y the Lurries ofMzy. 

Snatch the bleft Moments, this fright Seafon Brings; 
Omit minuter Hopes, ' andjoylefs Things ; 
Let Fame and Riches watt : This happy Morn, 
With Brunfwick, Peace and Liberty were born! . 
'Ttsfit, my Friend, we confecraie'io Mirth ' ' * " 
The Day, which gave the Illuftfious Monarch Bipth. 
Whe& the Sunjets, we* 11 launch' into Delight, 
And give to gay Fejlivity the NighU 

Of what avail is Fortune unenjoy'd ? 
Or what is Life, in anxious Hours employ 9 d ? 
Let the dull Mifer pine with niggard Care, 
And brood o f er Gold, devoted to his Heir : 
While we, in honejl Mirth, fend "time away, 
Regar diets what fever er Sages fay. 

Voh. III. E In 
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In cheerful Minds, fpontaneous foys drift \ 
And well-tint d Levities become the Wife. 

r Wbat Virtue does not generous fVine impart ? 
It gives a winning Franknefs to the Heart ; 
IVith lively Hopes, the drooping "Spirit warms ^ 
Awakens Love* and brightens Beauty* s Charms* 
High, florid Thoughts the infpiring Juices breed ; 
:Sfleen they Jifpel<, and clear the Brow of Need* * 

Exp eel fuperfluous Splendour from the Great 5 
Ragoufts, and cojlly Follies, fervid in Plate/, 
And OrteUms, from dtflant Regions br&ught^ 
In foreign Arts of Luxury untaught. 
I give you only Lamb from Uxbridge Fields, 
And add the choiceft Herb, the Garden yields ; 
Silcfian Lettice, withfoft Lucca Oil, 
Delicious Bleffings, of a different Soilf 

None do our Band of Fellowjhip compofe 9 
But know the Chajlenefs of the Banquet- Rofe. 
Belmour is ours ; Lovelefs, with Humour ftor*a% 
And carelefs Florio , if he keeps his Word. 
I Jbould exceed your Rule, were more allow 9 d : 
There 9 s lefs of Mirth, than Tumult % in a Crowd* 

Remember, Time pojts^on with fuitle Haflen 
Now, as 1 write, the number* d^Minutes wafti. 
Then, Freeman, letusfeize the prefent Hour, 
And husband the fwift Moments in our Pow'r. 
Good-Humour bring along \ and banijh Care, 
Xou know your Friends ; you know your Bill of Fart* 
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sfdmlranda tibi leviUmfpeftamla rtrum, 
Adagnantmofqui duces ; totiufqui ordine gent is 
Azores, ^ftudiaj 1$ populos^ & prceli* dicam.' 

Viro. 



T Was agreeably entertained, the other Day, with 
* a Variety oi Experiments, performed by the 
means of Optical Glafles, and other curious Con- 
trivances of the like nature. The artful Decep- 
tions of the Eye by many unheeded Stratagems, 
which give Laws to Painting and Perfpe&ive, and 
extend the Sight to very minute, or diftant Ob- 
je&s, opening new Fields of Obfervation to the 
Naturalift, and the Aftronomer, with other more 
ludicrous Subtilties of this Science, give an ele- 
gant Satisfaction to the skilful Obferver ; and ftrike 
the moft ignorant Beholder with a pleafing Admi- 
ration. The varidus Deluiions I law, left ana* 
greeable Impreffion on my Imagination, and, at 
length threw me into a kind of Philofophical 
Trance. 

While my Fancy was full of the gay Phi- 
lofophy.of Light and Colours, which I had new- 
ly feen difplayed j methought, I wasafrefh engag'd 
in an ' Aflembly of the Vtrtuofi>% who firft culti- 
vated this agreeable Part of; Knowledge. The 
Beauty of their Difcovertes, and the glorious Ob- 
ject of l/ight they were employ'd on, made me 
£ z look 
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-look on thcfe ancient -Sagos with a fecrejt Pleafure, 
and Veneration; But, their n«bJ#ft Improvements 
were decried by their Contemporaries^ in tjfctet 
Age of Ignorance ; and their moft curious In- 
vention? were beheld with Horrour, and condem- 
ned as Magical Enchantments. After they had 
(for a Time) been made the Sport and Scorn ef 
the barbarous ^Multitude, a Pi-Trice (who was *a 
Stover of Arts) took thcfe diftrefled Philofophers 
into his Protection ; and entertained great Num- 
bers of them, for the Inftrudion of his Sabje&s. 
A fpacious Academy, adorned with folemn Groves 
^aad (lately B u ild ings, was prepared -for - their -Re- 
ception ; and Crouds of Difciples attended them 
in a magnificent Theatre, hung round with a vji- 
<riety of Glafles, defigned for the Improvement W 
iuman Sight. 

Th b new Profeflaurs began, at firft, to explain 
to their Pupils the Rudiments of -their Art : and, 
with great Diligence, informed them of the true 
Defign and Ufe of the Several Inftrurnents, they 
f ut into their Hands : But oMirving that their In- 
clinations were little turned to thcfe uncommon 
Enquiries ; they foon gave over the Thoughts of 
-inftru&ing them- in Matters, fo different from their 
ibrn;er manner of thinking. At the fame time, 
being unwilling to part with an Audience Co gaia- 
4ul to them, they propofed to engage their Atten* 
tion with little Tricksand Curiofities of their Art* 
Vhich, %y raifing a greater Admiration, might tu*n 
jtp better Account to themiblves 5 though they 
would not prove of any Advantage to their 
Hearers, 

After this prudent Resolution was taken, 1*0 
Serious Lectures were heard in thefe Schools of 
Idlenefs ; no ufeful Figures were traced in the 
learned X>uft; The feveral piece* of Mathemati* 

cal 
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car Furniture (defigwed by the fitft Inventers as In- 
ftrnments of Lrrftrtiition) wqre confidcrcd, by their 
wifer Followers,, as Artifices of Amafement ; and 
the Telefc&ptSy framed for the Obfervatioi* of the 
Stars, and Havens,, were levelled. at inieriour Ob- 
jects. ■ * 
These skilful Oculifrs delivered to every one 
of their Auditors, at his firft Entrance into the* 
Theatre, a different kind of Optical Inftrument ; 
recommending it, as fit to fupply the Imperfedions r . 
anil correct* the Errour% of the Sight. Every one 
was commanded to perfevere in the conftant Ufer 
of that particular Glafs, which happened firft to be 
recommended to him ; and taught, to believe* the 
ftrartge Representations made by k : But, was 
ftri&Ty cautioned, to fufpeft all the Machines of a 
different make from his own, as Inftrument* of De- 
lation. The AflemWy befog thus furnHhed vfrith> 
new Organs of Sight, werfe much divided in their 
Jbdgments about the JJbape andProportion of Bodies \. 
and received very different Senfatioris,. according to 
the Nature- of the feveral GlaiTes, through which 
they furveyed them. 

iSome, by the help of Micro/copes, difcovered 
infinite Charms and Perfections in the minuted: 
Obje^s; /to- which they were dofely attached^ 
But, could not difcern any thing great, or beautiful, 
at a diftance. Thofe, who had been favoured 
with the ineftimablePfefentof one of thefe Glaffes, 
wese always* fuccefsful in the Purfait of Riches and 
Honours, and all that is commonly efteerhfcd -deft- 
.rttble.amongrt Men, from a more irrtenfe' Applica- 
tion to their prefent Interefts \ which alone, they 
judged to be of any Importance : While others, 
by, a right Ufe of le!efcofes y were enabled with 
more certainty to difcern, and fecure to thcmfelveg 
future Advantages, of far greater Moment. But 
Ej this 
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this noble Inftmment, if held in an unskilful Po- 
fture, di(c*vered the Profpeft of Futurity more 
remote and tonfufed, than it would have appeared 
to the naked Eye ; and made tbofe Scenes of Time, 
which were juft approaching, (can ftill at an im- 
menfc Diftance. 

It were endlefs to recount the various Engines, 
by which the Appearances of things were diverfi- 
fied. Some were armed with Multiplying- Glades; 
Very advantagepus for obferving the Faults of others: 
But, the Generality regulated their Affections by 
an odd kind of Mirrours ; which (by diftorting. 
the Figures reprefented in them, and deforming 
the molt beautiful Obje&s) had a fingular Ver- 
tue to efface the fond Impre&ons of Love and 
Amity ; and to create mutual Horrour and Aver- 
fion. A late Tyrant, taking a Review of two 
or three Millions of his harmlefs Subjeds in the 
Concave of one of thefe enormous Glaflesi, 
was f<> terrified at their monftfous Forfn, that he 
inftantry caufed them to be extirpated out of bis 
Dominions. 

Multitudes were charmed with the fru'ft- 
ing Stains of Light in a Glafs, that reflected an 
Artificial Rain bow ; and their Thoughts were as 
variable, as the Colours it reprefented; One, of 
greater Subtilty, than the reft of this wavefingTjribe, 
was-obferved to be often fpying through a long 
Tube ; to which, at every Look, be ftill added a 
new Glafs ; contrary, to the former, in its Effe& : 
Thefe Glades were alternately apply'd in fuch a 
manner, that one inverted every -Objed, and the 
next re£tify'd the Errour : As he ftill went on, en- 
creafing the number of Glades ; it was uncertain* 
whether his Speculations were like to terminate in 
Truth, or FaKhood. 

.. A 
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A Set of gloomy Vifionaries, who had rcnoun'^ 
ced the Light of the San for the fake of Improve-- 
ihg their Sight, were retired to a dark Cell, which 
admitted a few Rays only, at a narrow Entrance. 
Their Speculations were confined to the dtisky" 
Images painted on the Walls of this limited Oo« 
fervatory ; which gave a faint RefleflSorr of the 
neighbouring Land skips, and counterfeited a dim 
Face of Nature j where everj thing was, prepofte- 
roufly, inverted. The Roof was green with Fields 
and Lawns ; the Pavement purpled over with Skies* 
and Clouds, that darted their Showers and Sunfhine 
from beneath .; the pendant Groves took Root up- 
wards ; and the headlong Streams and the Rocksr^ 
threatned a (hadowy Ruin* 

i The numerous Members of the Academy" . 
were ranged into oppofite Factions, by the diffe- 
rent kinds of Glafles affigned to them : Every one 
doated on the Cryftal Enchantment, he was hap- . 
pity poflefled of; and looked, with Contempt and 
Horrour, on the Delufions of others. The Tea* 
chers of thefe different Sehdob of Qpfcks were all- 
ambitious of gaining the greateft Number of Fol- 
lowers : Each drew into his own Fa&ion as many as* 
he could prevail with (by Force or Perfuafion) to 
accept the particular Machines, that were in his 
Difpofal. 

At length ; a Powerful Party arofe, who fub- 
dued all the unarmed Se£b, by the help of Bu ru- 
ing- Glafles. The new Martyrs, thus fcorched 
with Flames from Heaven, exclaimed loudly againjK 
this mifchievous Piece of Artillery •. But, after 
having experienced the Force of fo excellent an 
Invention, which conveyed Heat with a dazling 
Light ; every Se& made their advantage of it, ana 
turned it againft their Adverfaries. Thus, a Fiery 
War was waged, with various Fortune \ the Beamy 
£4 Enginery 
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Enginery wa$ mounted on every f*d$, and hoftile 
IJays were^darted. fropi the ffaJhing,Orbs, with re- 
doubled .Rage, . . "', 
. X HE whole Academy/was,, no wi in t$e utmoft 
Confufior* : Every one lamented the Miichief§, that 
fprung from the various Opinions concerning Vi- 
able Objects \ and jpropoTed to redj-efs this Evrf,. 
by* obliging others to fubmit to the^Ufe of his Fa- 
vourite Glafs^ Thi§ jmprafticabte Remedy-, by] 
the mutual Jealoufies it infplred, more entreated 
the Diforder 5 while. the Combatants eagerly conr 
tended only for different . Errours of Sight: Alt 
which would have vanilhecl at once * arid things 
would have again appeared jn*their natural Colour^ 
and Proportions ^. if they would have conferred to' 
fee with their own £yes, and to apply jt^ofe excel- 
lent Inftruraents which were become fo rerhictojyS 
t by the Abufe okthem, to the Ufes tot which tliey* , 
were at n^ft defigned. ... ' " 
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lielfa per Emathios plus qu&m clvitia camfigSy., . 
yufqtie datum feeler 7, cdniqiui} populumqut pMeHtttfli" 
Irifua diflrici' converfutti HjiTcefq Me&rp; "' ' . 

' " -' : .' % Iwr'Aic 

v -'- —'• : •' * ; -' J: '^ ; - -"•">ij..:n .:.:* 
fi- * •;*- '.••'•'-.•''*; ••;•<• -/ /r ; 

TT is now almofi a Year, fince I laid down **/£# 
fi^Rules of^Qontroverfy\ in .hopes of moderating 
th£ AflijnpiSties of the Men of Letters : ' And. 
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Very lately, * I endeavoured to recommend to them 
a mutual "Candour towards each other. In the 
niean time, I bbferve their inhumanity increafes ; 
and "the Hoftilities of the Pen grow, every Day, 
more outrageous. If they refolve to perfift in ex- 
ercifmg the Cruelties of Wit and Dulnefs,. every 
Man, according to his Abilities ; all Perfons of 
Vertue and Honour wjll, at laft, be apt to efteem' 
profeft Scholars as the moft Illiberal, ' Ungentle- 
manlike, Members of Society. 

What .a blefTed Age do we live in for thie Ad*- 
vancetnent t)f Knowledge; when Perfons of Note 
In the feveral learned Profeflions feem to take a de- 
Kght in expofihg one another^ in their Writings y 
and when, no Man iVallow'd to divulge an un- 
common Notion (efpecially if it happens to be true) 
without incurring the Scurrility of the Prefs ! This 
ungenerous Practice paffes, like a claft, over Arts 
And Sciences, tilling all the tender Bloflbms x>f 
Kncfwledge ; while it fuffers the Weeds of Igno- 
rance to thrive. 

The Divines of the Church of England have 
fufficientty gratrfy'd the Diffenters by their Intem- 
perate Zeal ; and now, the Diflenting Miniflers 
have undertaken (in their Turn) to fhew'the' 
Churchmen a little Sport ; and to let the Nation: 
fee, that an JJfemhly differs riot in Eflentials from 
a Convocation. It is greatly to be feared, that this' 
Theological Method of quickening Controverfy, 
1>y pointing a blunt Argument with Calumny, will 
in a little time be univerfally received amongft 
the Learned of every Denomination. Plain Rea- 
son will be rejefttd, as infipid ; and, to render 
*Logick more palatable, it will be thought requi- 
site to cook up every Syllogtfm with the Poignancy 
of Scandal : By this Means,- we fhall at laft grow 
- E 5 fo 
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grow fo delicate, as to fit down with Appetite to, 
no Entertainment from the Prcfs, unlefs there b^ - 
more Sauce than Meat ; a Courfe of Diet for the. 
Underftanding, which will* give it much Wanton- 
nefs with little Strength ; and reduce our Students 
to an Impotency of Mind. 
' I am more apprehenfive of thefe fatal Confe- 
qucnces ; fince I find, the Phyficians give mightily, 
of late, into this wicked Fra&icc. There is a. 
Spirit of Orthodoxy begins to rife amongft thefe 
Gentlemen ; and they, whofe good Fortune k is 
to te eflablifced inr the Vogue of the Town, will 
allow no Member of the Faculty to diflent (though 
it were to fave a Life) from the Catholick Pra&ice, 
under the Penalty of Perfecution. This Infallible 
lity, in the Dottrines of Health, tends to fubje& 
us Lay-Patients to the Danger of pending impli- 
citely : Arid, i# timely Care be not taken to put 
a ftop to all Popery, in adminiftring of Medicines v 
a Man may be fuccefsfully difpatched in a Wafer, of 
a Julep : While, all the Comfort the Relations oi" 
the Deceafed can expe&, is to be told ; that the 
Patient made a good regular End j and died, ac- 
cording to Form. 

Certainly, all Errours may be refuted,, and 
all Truths explained (in any Parts pf Learning) with- 
out the Comment of Perfonal Reflexions : And* 
when we fee Controverfialifts defcend to thefe 
mean Artifices ; we may conclude, the' Difinge- 
nuity of their Hearts exceeds the Soundnefs of 
their Underftandings, Scoflings and Revilings arc. 
the Strong-holds of Ignorance ; whereas, Know- 
ledge is eftabKQied by Candour. The Skill of an 
able Phyfician is beft manifefted by his Cures ; 
while Empiricks are neceflitated to fupport their 
Reputation by Railing, 
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The Free-Thinker is an abfolute Stranger to the 
Parties engaged in; the prefent Warfare : Neither 
would he have thought, thefe Commotion* demand- 
ed his Notice ; were the Hoftilities carried on, 
without a very notorious Violation of the univer- 
sal Laws of Humanity, and good Manners. The 
Outrage of Controversy, on this Occafion, has 
farpafled every Inftance of learned Malignity, in 
Our Memory, within this Nation : And, it will 
hereafter be hardly believed, that Perfons of a li- 
beral profeflion fliould, when they had feemingly 
gratify'd their Spleen by the Licentioufnefs of the 
Frejs,. indulge their Refentments fo far, as to en- 
courage the exhibiting of an aukward Piece of 
Malice puhb'ckly, on the Stage. 

This Method of delivering Perfons over to the- 
the Theatre, when we happen to differ from their* 
in our Sentiments, or to take a.Diflike to their 
Conduct, is e reding the Play-Houfe into an In*, 
quintion : And, as no Man is entirely free ftorrr * 
Enemies, none can be fecure from this unmanly, 
kind of Revenge. It is introducing of Cruelty^ 
into our Diverfions, in as barbarous a Manner, .as. 
was pra&ifed by the tfeatbens y when they exppfei 
Men r in their Amftntbeatres^to fight with Wild 
Beafts, for the Entertainment of the Vulgar* 

In the mean time, if is a Satisfaction to every 
generous Spirit to obferve ; that the difinterefted 
and fenfible Part of the Town have tinanimoufly 
refented this Innovation, with fuch a becoming 
Freedom of Speech, as (it is to be hoped) will 
prevent the introducing of the Licentioufiiefs of 
the Old Greek Comedy, on the Britijb Stage : 
For which Reafon, I at prefent forbear to exprefi 
the Fulnefs of my Heart on thb Occafion j not* 
queftioning* but the Comedians in Lincolns*Inh- 

Field*. 
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Fields v*ill, for the future, Employ tlie Ingenuity, 
they hold by Patent, to more innocent Pui'Dofes.' 

1 have- no other Intention id this and tik l pre* 
ceding Lectures, which fell in with- h\y prefect'' 
Difcourfe, but t to meditate a General : peaceT in the 
learned World j or, at leaft, to incline Scholars, 
a~s often as any t)ifputes rife amongft th'enfi, to 
compromise their Differences amicably'; that the' 
Dignity of Arts and Sciencesn&y not fuffer, through 
the PeevMhnefs of the Profeflburs, who aie eritruft- 
ed with the. Care of then*. *■ 
' Soil E Gentlemen of the Faculty may^ fjethaps,* 
tfot read this Paper with that Candour, withf 
which it is^refented to their Perufal. Therefore, 
I have thought , it proper to djfmTfs th^hSwithi 
jhahiteflr'Token of my Benevolence to the whole 
College; by defnritt&'them, for their own Iriterefty 
t6 cohfider ; That they Icanfnot (as fom6 Prbfeffions* 
tfiay) treat one another harfhly,- with Immunity; 
The Laws have not provided fdr the Support of 
their Studies, by Donations and Lucrative Prefcr- 
ihents : thty are riot upon a national EftabMhihetit J 
their Emoluments' are precarious ; and they are' 
to fubfift wholly by their Skill, their Induftry, their 
Amputation, and the* Good- Wilf of tKe People, 
; ,Therefore, it highly behoves them, not only to be 
A tender of bringing their Faculty into Contempt ; 
but likewife, to encourage the Improvement of 
Knowledge; fey allowing every one of their.Mem-' 
Wrs to ftriJce out new £ighf s : For, if Free-Tlilnk- 
ih% be dHcountenariced in Phyfick, Ignorance will 
ehfue ;. few Cijres will be performed ; and Fefs wiR 
abate, in proportion : So that, they will be deduced 
f torn Chariots to a dappled Horfe, or a Chaife and 
Trumpet ; and the good old Women will recover 
their Practice* • 
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' VeVtUe notO, nor noble BJdoH, ' ; 
~A*r/#5r, by Loot is under/food : 

Gold alone does PaJJuM mow* ^ 
•- Gold monopolizes Xovi. * 
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'' To the 'Fjl£k-T«hijmbiu ; * 

** JV /S you: kfe %li^ avowed Patron of the Di-' 
c * -ajl ftreffcd, andmoree(peciaU7"ofunfertuniite' 
c * Lovers ; I pr^fome to beg the Affiftance 4f your 
«* Pen. I love to diftra&ion 5 I cannot live with- 
c * out 6ttinda\ and yet; of my felt, I know not* 
•* how to furmountthe Difficulties that rtand be^' 
** twSen me and my Happrnefs. 

« If was my Fate (whether Gdfcd or 111, T 
<* cannot yet determine) to live in the Houfe where 
*' Bdfadt? came to board j ftie then, but twelve* 
<c Years of Age, and I, advanced only fix" in Life, 
<c beyond her. With what Pleafure did I, from 
** D&y to Day, obferve her growing Charms f 
<c How did I watfch every Opportunity, to recomi 
** : liiend myfelf to her innocent Affe&ions ! Arid* 
<c in what an engaging Manner, did fhe delight in 
^ my officious Cares to pleafe her ! 

;...-••• <« When 
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" When F bad compleated about twelve 
44 Months, in this happy Condirion *, I was obliged 
" to go to Sea : But with what Relu&ancy did I 
4< leave the tender, blooming Belinda ! No (bone? 
44 was I parted from her, but I found her lovely 
cc Idea, always prefent to my waking and my fleep- 
u in? Thoughts ; and, vtfiat I miftook in myfelf 
u for Good-Nature and Complaifance, was ripened 
44 into Love. Neither Diftance nor Abfence abated 
44 my Defires : My Paffion grew daily ; and the 
44 farther the Winds bore me from her, the more 
44 did my Longings encreafe. 

44 At my Return, after the Expiration of two 
€< tedious Years, I ventured to tell the little Idol 
44 of my Soul, that I loved her beyond expreffion > 
4< and that, all my Felicity was placed in her alone. 
44 By improving every Occafion, I (at laft) con- 
44 vinced "Belinda of my Sincerity ; and (he was 
44 plcaied to anfwer my Paffion in the kindeft mati- 
44 ner. Thus far, am I made happy; only (I fear) 
44 to be more wretched, in the End. 

44 Alas, Sir ; Belinda has a Father, who is hv 
tc fenfible to all my Sufferings, notwithftandinghis. 
4t Daughter fuffers with me ! and yet, Belinda is 
" an only Child ; and yet, the Father is fufficiently 
4< wealthy, to make us happy, without the. leaft 
€f Inconveniency toJiimfelf. Why was it not my 
4< Deftiny to inherit an Eftate ? That, alone, is 
44 my Misfortune j this Deficiency is the onlj Qb- 
4< je£Hon, urged againft my Pretentions. My For- 
44 tune, indeed, bears no proportion to my Love : 
44 And yet, while the one encreafes daily, I have a 
44 fair Profpe&'of advancing the other. . 

44 What fhould I do, in thefe perplexing Cu> 
44 cumftances ? Sometimes, in the Diftra&ion of 
44 my Soul, I am tempted to perfuade my Char- 
44 mcr to run the rifque of marrying, without 

4% Confent ; 
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** Confent : But then, my defperate Refolutions 
<c are checked by a thoufand fond Fears for her 
c< future Quiet. Dear Sir, undertake to plead my 
• c Caufe: Your Eloquence may foften the Father's 
44 obdurate Heart, and incline him to pity two 
<c "Perfons, who cannot be happy, but in each o- 
cc then In hopes of your fpeedy Compliance, I 

* c am> 

Tour impatient humble Servant^ 

CoNSTANCIO* 

•« P. S. That you may fee, I have carried my 
" Conftancy up to a reafonable Maturity j I muft 
€€ inform you, I am now twenty-fix. If we fuc- 
€ « ^eed, Belinda promifes you a rair of Gloves and 
f< a Favour: And, as I queftion not, but you have 
" a good Aim in throwing the Stdcking, I fhall be 
c< proud of a lucky Caft from you$ in hopes of a 
** young Free-Tbinker for my Heir. 

From the tender Regard, I have all along 
{hewn to the AfHr&ions of Lovers, my Difcipks, 
Male and Female, will be apt to conclude (and 
not without Reafon) that my Heart is no Stranger 
to the Severity of their Sufferings. I know no 
Grief, equal to the Anxiety of a disappointed Love ; 
and, confequently, no Diftrefs can merit more 
Companion. For this Reafon, I am troubled for 
ConJIancio and Belinda ; and would fein relieve not 
only Them, but All, who labour under the like 
Difficulties. 

Parents have a Right to arbitrate in MaN 
ters, that nearly concern the Welfare of their 
Children ; to check the Rafhnefs, and to prefide 
over the Inexperience, of Youth : Bu{ then, they 
are to judge with Impartiality j and rather incline 

to 
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to Indulgence, than Seventy. The Indulgence 
likewife ought to be the greater, as the Object of 
it is more excufable. Now, of all the Defires, 
that over-rule the Conduit of you,ng People, a 
vertuous Love is per haps, the onry one, that is en- 
tirely blamelefs. Moreover, as it is not only a na- 
tural, but a nedeflary Paffion ; it is by no* means 
xeafonable, that it (hould be] facrificed to either 
Ambition or Avarice. 

Th e Happinefs of a marry'd State h not to be 
fupported without Money : But, if there be a Com- 
petency on either fide, ft is fufficient to juft^fy $he 
Prudence of a Match : and the prefent Age ftan^s 
in need of fuch Examples, for the Encouragement 
of Vertue. A gallant, honeft Husband is the moft 
valuable Purchafe, a wealthy Father can make for 
his Daughter : Therefore, if there be no Objection 
to the Character of Conftahcio \ let Prejudice and 
Cuftom be laid afide, and the Laws of Nature take 
plaVe. • - • . 

There is a Merit in Conftancy, which claims 
any Reward : It (hews a Sublimity, aManlinefs, a 
Refolution, a Sincerity of Mind : And my Client 
(it feems) has approved his Fidelity^ through the 
Courfe of eight Years ; while above half the young 
Fellows, in the Town, have changed as often aa 
the Moon. I will farther obferve r to the Honour 
of the few refined Spirits, who have a Genius for 
Love] that they generally diftinguifli themfelves in 
the other Vertues of Life,, beyond either the Indo- 
lent, or the Rovers. I 

These generous Sentiments, I fear, will not 
jbe much relifhed by Men advanced in Years and 
Wealth : Therefore, I {hall conclude my Pleading 
•with a Confideration more fuitable to Age, as it 
is founded in Self- Lore. A Father, who (by his. 
plentiful Circumftan.ces) has it in his power to be- 

&QW 
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ffow his only Daughter on a brave Man, wjiofe 
Fortune does not anfwer to her Inheritance, at 
once makes his Daughter happy, and adopts a Son, 
who will confider him as his Parent. By this 
riieans, he is bleft with twh Children ; whom ' W- 
enJears by the moft Fatherly Indulgence. Where- 
as, when he puts his Daughter off, at the Markct- 
Price; perhaps, he renders her rriiferable, for Life; 1 
and, having conferred no Obligation, h^cari Claim 
no. extraordinary Duty nor "Aflfeftiorr, from her 
Husband. 



.:.. N*. szS. Friday, June iz> ifi$* ' 

- i i n , i i , ■ i ' J * ' T'f '" 

' t Fidem qui perdity. nihil pot eft ultra per fore* ... 
* Bona opinio bomini tutigr pecunia eft '. > 

:,. * ; . . t : . ♦*, : : * - / \ - PUBUS^R. 
■ ' ■' » '■■ ' 1 H' t ' J '", ■' ' r ■ ^ . " : ' ' t . * 

Sl5f Months ago*. J ventured on a Leflure, t<^ 
Ahsyr the ..WifUpm **of Honefty; at Which; 
time, I had fome Xhoughts* of purfuihg that AW 
gumeht; and purposed to carry rny general Ob'fer- 
vjations into ; a Paradox, hy attempting to demon-" 
ftrate," that Hoiiefty is the bed Policy, even irt a* 
Court. But, jupon cooler Reile^iop, jiotwjthftan- 
ding I am my.felf convince^ bf.the/t^rujth.of this 
leem!n|iy* extravagant .fofitj&vl *thrnk rt 'propek 
to defer my. fntenttbn, till I hav£lfct'my Country- 
nieu a little farther Into my, Scheme of Politicks.; 
in which, 1 (hair proceed, within a few days. It 
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is by no means advifeable to precipitate aftonilh- 
ing Truths; and it would beaiuinpardonable Ra(h- 
nefs in a Philofopher (as many have experienced) 
to revive an Opinion, which has been expl6ded 
Time out of Mind, by the' univerfal Pra&ice o£ 
Men in Power ; till he has firft, }n more farmfiar 
Inirances, given repeated Proofs to the Perfons 
more immediately concerned in his Do&rines, that 
his Notions are not chimerical. 

Since there is hardly a Poflibility of remov- 
ing Prejudices, that are rivetted upon the Mind ; 
I do not flatter my (elf with the vain Hopes of 
changing the Judgments of Perfons, who are ma- 
ture in Erronrs. The main Tendency of my La- 
bours is to give a right Turn to the Hearts and 
Understandings of young People ; and to breed a 
future Race of Free- Thinkers. Therefore, m fome 
degree to renew the antiquated Vertue ? I have 
mentioned ; I (hall (at prefent) only illuftrate the 
Value of Integrity in a Courtier, by an Example, 
which carries Inftru£tfon without Offence. „ 

Let my youthful Difciptes then, who afpire 
to Employments in the State, perufe the follow- 
ing curious Piece of Perjian Hiftory ; which t (ball 
£nifh in my next Paper. But firfly that it may make 
the deeper Impreffion, I mud obferve to them y 
That Honefty is much more (ecure, and has a 
fairer Game to play, in a Free Country, than where 
it is fubjeded to the Will of an abfolute Prince. 

The Ht/fory of Alibez. 

CHJ-JBBJS, King of Perfta, making a 
Progrefs through his Dominions, withdrew 
himfelf one day from his Court j led by his Ctf- 
riofity to fee the fimple, natural Life of the Pea- 
sants : taking with him, only one of his Courtiers* 
I have never yet had an opportunity (fays the 

King 
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King to him) to obferve the Manners of Men in 
a true Light : What I have'hitherto feen, has been 
all Difguife ; the Simplicity of Nature has been hid- 
den from me: Therefore, I have refqlved to look 
into the Country j and to confider thofe People, 
whom we defpife ; notwithiianding, they are the 
Foundation and Support of Society. I am weary 
of being perpetually furrounded by Courtiers, who 
watch my Looks and my Words, to enfnare me 
- with Flattery, Be not furprized then, that I have 
determined ' to lay allde the King, for a Time ; 
that I may converfe, freely and unknown, with 
Husbandmen and Shepherds. 

He pafled * through feveral Villages, with his 
Confident j and in every Place, as he pafled, he 
found the People dancing. His Heart was ra- 
vi(hed with delight, upojvdifcovering the cheap, 
innocent, peaceable Pleafures, which are not to 
be found but at ? diflance from Courts. He 
went into a Hut, to refrefh himfelfj and, as 
through Failing and Exercife his Appetite was 
keen, he made a delicious Repatt -> and relished 
the coarfe Fare, that was laid before him, beyond 
the Delicacies of his own Table. 

From the littlegreen Hut, dha- Abbas wandered 
on, with his Companion ; till he came to a Mea- 
dow richly embroidered with Flowers, and (haded 
on every fide, with fpreading Trees; He had not 
entered far into this luxuriant Scene,, when he 
heard the Murmur of a Brook : And, advancing 
forward, he perceived a young Shepherd, fitting 
on the Bank of the Stream, under the cool Shade 
of a Beach-Tree^ and playing on his Pipe $ while 
his Flock fed, along the frefh Margin. The King 
came up to him; and, attentively eyeing him, was 
furprifed at tjie Sweetnefs and Ingenuity of his 
Countenance, tempered with a graceful Simpli- 
city* 
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city. • The mean Apparel of the Youth did n6t a- 
batehisComelmeft: And the King took him for 
foirte yofcmg Nbblenian, in Difguife. Hereupon, 
the Shepherd informed him, that his Father an* 
his Mother lived in the next Village j and that his 
Name was Alibe%. 

The more Cba- Abbas difcourfed with him, the 
mbre he admired-the Modefty and the Juftnefs of 
his Anfwers. ■ His Eyes wer% lively, without the - 
leafft* Fierc^nefe ; his Voice was fweet and infihua- 
ting : And his Features were neither harlb or yuP- 
gar j nor yet fbfrand effeminate. The Shepherd, 
who was not above fixteen Years of Age, was un- 
confcipus of his own advantageous Form; and fu- 
fpefted not that his Ferfon, his Speech and his- 
Thoughts, were.extraorlfftary, or peculiar more td 
him, than to all the c&ljPSwains of the Village.. 
Bhi % Nature had b&n liberal; to him ; and had im- 
planted that Force of Reafon in his Mind, which* 
> others; acquigeby Education. ' 

The King was charmed wifh converfihg famili- 
arly with him ; and often fmiled at the natural Ex- 
preflions of the Youth, whofe Anfwers were un- 
cqnftrained, his Lips fpeaking the Language of his 
Heart; a Style of Conversation, which (till then)- 
the King had never heard; Wherefore, he made 
a Sign to the Courtier, his Companion, not to 
•drfqover him ; fearing that Alibez would imme- 
diately lofe all his Franknfcfs, and his natural Gtfa- 
*ces, if he knew before whom hfe fpoke. '" * ; . 

ArrpKz long Converfation ; I am at laft con- 
vinced (faid the Prince to his Confident) that the 
Perfections of Nature are not confined to Birth 
and Grandeur; and that the Monarch -is- not al- 
ways fuperiour to the Peafant. Never was the 
Son of a King better born, than this young : Shep- ' 
•herd. ' X /fhouiaV think myfelf »hhppy in *■» Son,' 

" • veJboie 
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*whofe Beauty, whtfe* Senfe,. and w,hofe . Virtuesy 
were, eqitgl to the rare. Endowments, I have pb-* 
lerved in this Youth. If I judge aright, fie woyld 
etfeel In any Condition of Life ; and if proper 
dare be taken of his Education, he will undoub- 
tedly one tfay prove ah extraordinary Man.- 1 here- 
fore, I am determined to refcue him frpm Obfcu* 
JUty, and to educate .him in my Court* . . . 

Hereupon the King difclofed himfelf to Jlibez ; 
whofe countenance was agreeably varied with 
•Confufion, with Surprife, and with Joy. His Pa-- 
rents jconfenting, Cha-4bb*s took the lovely 
Yo^th jnto his Care; aitd returned to his Palace, 
jflib&z was taught to read and to write,' to dante 
-and -to fing ; and had Matters appointed to inftru£t 
him in all the Arts and Sciences, which embellHh 
^and improve the Under (landing: He was, at firir," 
dazted with the Splendour t of the Court ; and, the 
4*roat Change in his -Fortune made fome fmall Al- 
teration in his % Mind. His Youth, and his Beauty 
ixoth confpired to incline his Heart, a little, to 
t Vanity, The Sheep-hook, the Pipe* arid the 
-Shepherd's Garb, were laid afide ; he was now 
clpathed.in a Purple Robe, and a Turban fpark- 
. ling with Jewels ; and bis.Beauty was the Admi- 
: cation of the Court. Neyerthelefs^ he wanted not 
Diligence and Application to render himfelf capa- 
ble of the raoft ferious Affairs. As he grew into 
Years and. Experience, he merited the Confidence 
of his Mafler ; who obferving his Genius admira- 
bly turned for the Splendour and Magnificence 
-of a Court, made him Keeper^ of all his Jewels 
and . coftly Furniture \ a Poft of great Honour and 
Xruft, in Ptrfta* ' ' ' . 
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Tke Continuation of the Hiftory of Alibez. 



w 



HILE the great Cha-Abhus lived) Alibe* 
grew daily in the Favour of his Mafter. As M& 
Years encreafed, and his Judgment ripened, he of- 
ten called to mind his former Condition, with a 
fcnfible Regret. O, bleffed Days ! would he lav 
to himfclf ; Days of Innocence ; Days, in which 
I reliuSed uninterrupted Joys, not mixed with Fears : 
O, Days, fuch as I have never fine* enjoy 'd! And, 
am I, never, to Tee the like again ? The Monarch* 
who has deprived me of my peaceable Hours, by 
delivering me over to Riches and Honours, has 
robbed me of my whole Store of Happinefs ! He 
grew impatient to reviftt his, native Village: And 
his Heart beat with Emotions of Tendernefi, as 
he viewed the Places, where (in his Youth) he 
ufed to dance, to pipe, and to fing, with his Com- 
panions. Re was liberal in bounties to his Pa- 
rents, his Relations, and all his Acquaintance: But, 
he earneftly entreated them, as they tendred their 
own Felicity, .never to quit the Tranquillity of 
the Country- Life ; nor ever once to think of ex- 
periencing the flattering Miferies of a Court. 

These Miferies did he feel in the utmoft 
Severity, after the Death of his kind Mafter, Cha- 
Mhas } who was fueceeded by his Son, Cba- 
m hi. A Cabal of Courtiers, full of Envy and 

Artifice, 
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Artifice, concerted Meafures to prejudice the Prince 
againft Alibez. He has abufed (faid they) the 
Confidence of the late King : He has amafled fm- 
menfc Treafures ; and has converted to his own 
Ufe, the moft valuable Jewels of the Crown, which 
were committed to his Care, 

Cha-Sephi was young ; and, at the fame time, 
"he -was a Monarch : Either of which Circum fiances 
was alone, fufficient to render him credulous, in- 
a3vertent, and averfe to Bufinefs. He had the 
Vanity to pride himfelf upon reforming all his Fa- 
ther's Regulations ; and he called the old King's 
Wffdom in queftion, upon all Occafions, to mag- 
nify his own. That he might have a Pretext to 
remove Alibez from his high Poft ; he ordered 
him (by the Advice of his wicked CounfeHours) 
to produce immediately the great Scimeter, ftirif- 
tjed with Diamonds of an ineftimaWe Value ; which 
the King, his Grand-Father, ufed in Combats. Cha* 
Abbas it feems had fbrmerl/ taken aH the valua- 
ble Diamonds off from this Scimeter; and Alibez 
proved, by unquestionable Witneflesi that the Stones 
had been diTpofed of by the late King, before he 
was appointed deeper of the Jewels. 

*Wh£n the Enemies of Alibez found, that they 
could not ruin him by this Pretence ; they advifed 
Cba-Sephi to command him to make a particular 
Inventory, within fifteen Days, of all the Jewels 
and valuable Furniture, entrufted to his Care. The 
fifteen Days expired, Cha- Sephi demanded he might 
view all the Particulars fpecified in the Inventory. 
Alibez fet open *11 the Doors, and (hewed him 
every Thing, committed to his keeping. There 
was nothing wanting ; every Thing was ranged in 
exa& Order, and preferved with great Care. The 
King was again difappointed, and greatly furprifed, 
Whca he law the Regularity obferved in the Dif- 

.pofition 
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pofitkm of all his Treafures* Sa that, he began 
to entertain a favourable Opinion of Allbez ; when 
-catting his Eye through a long Gallery, full ^f 
rich Furniture, he difcovered, at the End of it, an 
Iron Door, ijrongly barred with three great Locks. 
Thereupon, the invidious Courtiers, obferving tKe 
Curjofity'of the King, whifpered to him j It 'is 
there, dlibez has treaiVred up all the Riches, of 
"Which he has defrauded you* 
Hereupon, the King again grew jealpus of 
-^AUbez ; and with a loud Voice cryed out ih^a Rage, 
{ l will inftantly fee what lies concealed wn;bin,th^t 
.ftrong Place j take off the Lpcks, and -clear your 
felf from my Sufpiclons, without delay. At tbefe 
Words, jfflbez threw himfelf proftrate at the Feet of 
hiaPrince ; conjuring him, in the moftfolemn man- 
ner, not to ta^e from him the only valuable Tfea- 
fure he had, upon Earth. , It is not equitable (faU 
he) that I Oiould be at once deprived of niy whofc 
Subftarice, my fole Refource ;. on which'alone I 
have depended, as my Recompence for the Ser- 
vices of many Years, under the King, your Fa- 
ther. Take every thing elfe, if you pleafe, from 
me: But, let me preferve what I have t treafured, 
here. The King, now, made no .doubt of the 
Iniquity of his Minifter j and, railing /lis Voice 
with greater Vehemence, gave .ah ^bfolute Com- 
mand to have the Iron Door fet open. l When 
JJibez faw it was not fafe, longer to' refill the 
Will of. his Prince ; he produced the Keys, and 
. took off the Locks ^imielf from the Door. 

The King, immediately, entered the ftrong 
Place: And all the Wealth he found there, was 
a Sheep-Hook, a Pipe, and a Shepherd's Habit, 
which AVibe-z, had worn; all which, h c ofteu took 
a pleafure in vifiting privately, to remind him of 
his former Condition. Behold (faid ie} Great 

King, 
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King, *he precious Remains of my former Hap- 
piness ! Neither Fortune* nor your Power have, 
as- yet, been able to deprive me of them. Behold 
my Treafure; the Wealthy I have hoarded againft 
the Day* when it (hall pleafe you to make me 
poor again.- Take froj^ nie every thing elfe: 
But let me enjoy thefe dear Pledges of my firft 
State of Life. Behold my fubftantial Riches ; 
which will, never fail ! Look upon the/e fimple, 
thefe innocent Poffeffionsj always fufficient for 
thole, who do not eovet the Superfluities of Life. 
Freedom, Eafe, and Security are the Bleffings, that 
flow from them. To me, their Value is inestima- 
ble, as they never gave me a Moment's Anxiety, 
O, endearing Remembrances of true Felicity ! On 
you, are my whole defires fixed $ to you, I de- 
dicate the Remainder of my Days ! Why was it 
my Deftiny to be obliged to give up the Quiet 
of my Life, in exchange for other Riches ? Thofe 
Riches, great Monarch, dd I reftore tcryou; the 
fatal Tokens of yout Father's Liberality. I carry 
nothing away; fave what I pofTeffed, when the 
King, your Father, firft made me wretched by his 
Favours. 

Th e Heart of the King was touched with the 
Speech of Jlibez, whpfe Looks and Words were 
free from Confufion ; and his Integrity and Inno- 
cence (hone out, in their full Luftre. The King 
perceived (with Indignation) the Malice of the 
Courtiers, who had ftudied the Ruin of Alibez; 
and he banifhed them all, from his Prefence. Af- 
ter this, he raifed Alibe% to be his Prime Vizier ; 
and committed the whole Affairs of the Kingdom 
to his Care. Neverthelefe ; Aiibez continued ftill 
to vifit his Sheep-Hook, his Pipe, and his anci- 
ent Garb ; and he ftill kept them under the Se- 
curity of the Iron I>oor j with a Refolution to re- 

Vol. Ill, F tire 
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-tire to his Paftoral T,ife, when the Ioconftancy, 
or the Artifices of a Court (kouid deprive him df. 
his MafterV Favour. He lived to a good Old 
Age * and never attempted to infli&any Funift- 
ment upon his Enemies, nor to amafs Riches to: 
himjfelf : And, when he died, he left to his Ei-. 
.m\\y no greater Wealth, than was fufficient to' 
* enable them to live at Eafe in the Condi tie n of 
.Shepherds ; which to the hft, he efteemed the 
jnoft defirable State of Life, 
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Pratftaty tamen, ingenio alius alium : Goncedo 5 fed 
ut plus efficiaty aut minus: Nemo tamen rep*ritwr % 
quifitjludio nihil confecutus. 

m Quintil. 



To the Fjiee-Thinker. 

'Dear SIR, ' x J*ne\, 17 19. 

*< T Should be. afraid to trouble you with a fecond 
" *• Letter, after the obliging Notice you have 
" taken* of my firft, In bellowing almoft awhoje 
"Paper upon it * had I not reafon to imagine, 
" tha$ my Cafe is not Angular 5 and that, you 
*< will inftruft Numbers, while you apply your 
* 4 felf particularly to me. 

« Give 
K° 123, 
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% * Give me leave, therefore, to addrefs you 
*«once more; and, in the firft place to affure 
€€ you, that my Heart fwells with Gratitude, for 
** the Favour already {hewn me. In your fecond 
** paragraph, fabfequent to my Letter, you have 
" fo accurately defcribed my Method, or rather 
" my want of Method, that your Penetration in- 
• f to the various Intricacies of my Thoughts, and 
u the Wandrftigs of my Imagination, has been 
$€ matter of Surprife to me, ever fince. 

" It may perfect the Cure, you have fo gene- 
cc roufly undertaken, if I give you a flxort Sketch 
" of my Life, from my Childhood. When I was 
c< but eight Years old, I was fent to a private 
€< Grammar-School ; where I acquired a confider- 
<c able Share of Latin and Greeks with fome 
€c Knowledge in Logtck y and other Academical 
" Learning. My Father fent for me Home, in 
cc my eighteenth Year, before I was fufficiently 
** grounded in my Studies; which is now, near 
<* four Years ago : Since that time, I have made 
cc little Progrefs in the Purfuit of Knowledge ; 
** though, I have not been wholly idle. ThisTJn- 
cc happinefs I, now, chiefly itftrlbute to the Reafons, 
" you have fugajefted to me ; the frequent fijift-: 
<c -ing of my Subject in Reading, and the perpetualr 
<c Rambling of my Fancy. To thefe Reafons, I 
<c may add the Hurry in which I generally perufe 
c * an Author, efpecially a grave Writer ; as like- 
c< wife, a conftant Impatience to go on, before I 
<4 take the full Senfe of a Paflage, if it requires 
'* more Attention than ordinary. - . 

<* Tris is the Sum of what I can aiSgn, for 
" my Non-Proficiency; and, I believe, the whole 
€< may take its rife from the Levity of my Mind 
" (which makes a regular Scheme of Thought 
*' painful to me) together with my unfettled Views 
F 2 of 
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* c of Life. You muft know, Sir, at the fame time; 
M that I am an only Son, and Heir to a good E- 
" ftate; and am, therefore, in no Care about 
" making my Fortune by my Studies. I amlike- 
iC wife, far gone in the Pleafures of a Country- 
* 4 Life; which (by the by) may makemeafuc- 
<c cefsful Suiter * to Lavinla. 

" To conclude ; I -propofe no other End m 
*« laying up a Stock of Knowledge but to make 
" my Retirement, one Day, eafy and graceful. 
" Ignorance and Solitude are by no means agree- 
^ able Companions ; and the Man, who fedudes 
" himfelf from the bufy World, will find many 
" confiderable Blanks in hisTime, which will make* 
" his Recefs very irkfome, if he has no Relifhof 
" Books. 

" I have" dtfclofed myfelf with great Franknefe 
-*.< to you ; and earneftly defire the Favour of your 
? final Inftru&ions, I am, 

SIR, 
Tour tnoft obliged bumble Servant, 

E. W. 

The Good Senfe, the Gratitude and Frank- 
nefs, of this Gentleman, have engaged my Atten- 
tion once more : And I comply with his Requeft 
with the greater Pleafure, r becaufo (as I am a Ser- 
vant of the Publick) Numbers, as he infinuates, 
may thereby receive fome Benefit; 

His Education and his Circumftances very na- 
turally account for his wafte of Time, and his 
vague, unprofitable Studies. This merits the Con- 
sideration of Parents, who think they have amply 
provided for a Son, by leaving liim a plentiful E- 
ftate; never confidering, thatavolatil, roving Mind 
Js a heavier Encumbrance upon Land, than the 

fevereft 
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fcvereft Tax ever raifed by Parliament, on the^ 
moft preffing Occafions. This is generally the' 
Cbnfequence of taking Youths too early from 
their Studies, and ferving them up amongft Men,- 
before they are in Seafon. This alone has prov 
ed the Ruin of many young Gentlemen of excel 
lent natural Parts ; and the feveral unhappy Inftan 
ccs, I have known, of this kind, make me look 
tfrith Compaffioh upon every fpruee young Fellow, 
from fifteen to twenty, who loiters away his Time 
in Drawing-Rooms, in Aflemblies, in Chocolate- 
Houfes, and other diflipating Amufements of the 
Town; when he fhould be intent only on his 
Books and manly Exercifes. The effe& of this- 
Precipitation is, that moft of our young Gentle- 
men bloflbm early in Youth, and wither in their 
Manhood. \ 

- Birr, as I havefet apart a proper Time to treat 
of Education in the Courfe- of my Le&ures, I £hall- 
riot here anticipate my Purpofe: Neither, would 
the difclofing of my Thoughts on this Subje& be 
of any Ufe to Mr. E. W. The compleating of 
bfeCure will entirely depend on his Refolution to 
confine himfelf to a Method : This alone will im- 
prove his Memory, ftrengthen his Judgment, and 
fix his Attention. Ashe is engaged in rural Diver- 
fions, let him appropriate three or four Mornings 
in the Week to fome particular Study, and pro- 
ceed in it gradually from Principle to Principle ; 
repeating the fame Round of Knowledge, till "it 
becomes fo familiar to his Thoughts, that (upon 
Recollection) he is able to write out the whole s 
Syftem diftin&ly, without recurring to his Au- 
thour. And, in the Choice of his Study, I would 
advife him to begin with fome Branch of Learn- 
ing, that employs the Judgment, without awaken- 
ing the Imagination. But, I am apt to fufpe& his 
F 3 Refo- 
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Refolution, till his Heart is fet at eafc with refe- 
rence to Lavwia. 

There are mercurial Perfons, who (through 
a .bad Habit) perpetually fcift their Pofture, arid 
cannot keep their Limbs one Moment in the 
ftme Attitude : In the like manner, feveral*( through 
Negligence) acquire an habitual Inftability of Mind 
which, by indulgence, grows every day more pre- 
valent ; till at 1^5, they have it not in their power 
to fix their Attention to any Subject. My Cor- 
refpondent cannot beftow too much Pains in check- 
ing this Propenfity to fleet from one Thought to 
another, to as little purpofe as Children employ 
their ,Aclivity, when they hunt Butterflies in a 
wide Field. 

• In a ttention will render the beft Abilities uft- 
lefs; while, on the other hand, a Man df flow 
Parts, with Patieace, &aH, by a methodical Ap- 
plication, advance far into Knowledge. Let niy 
Friend beware of the Vain-Glory of being accounted 
a keen, experienced Sportfman ; fince an eager At- 
tention to Trifles will make him lefs intent upon 
more important Accompliib merits. When .tl* 
Soul is ear$keftly bent on any Purfuit, we fhall be 
often mindful of it, even in our Dreams. About - 
two Months fince, I received (in a Letter) a va- 
ry remarkable Inftance to my Purpofe, from a 
Gf ntteman, who is Tutor to a^ rural Squire. . My * 
young Mafter (who, if feems, is a great Gunner) 
came home, one Eveninjg, very much tired from 
his Sport; pnd wemvtpljtetf, $ariier than ordinary. 
His Gover»our y coming into hifc Chamber about 
ten a-Clock* found bis Pupil faft afleep, with one , 
Eye fl>ut, a/id the other broad open, taking Aim r 
(00 doufct) af an imaginary Partridge, or a Pbea- : 
<knt. Npw, thfire*.jMre but fmall Hopes of this 
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youth's Proficiertfcy in I/e^rning* unlets he canhriag 
*imfelf to fleep with both Eyes clofcd,. 
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THE Gtentlemap* I, am obliged to for the 
fpllowing Letter, I Ijopp will let trie hear 
from him as often as his Leifure will permit. I 
pretend to give a good Guefs at r my k £orrefpon- 
dent: But, granting I fhould be miftalfenj I per- 
ceive fuch manifeft Tokens of his Capacity^ in 
tKi5 Specimen, that I would ^fain engage him to 
<dolle& his . Though ts> into little Eflays from Time 
-tQ.Ti&ie* for the Inftru&ion of his Countrymen :- 
And (if that may be any Inducement to him) I 
«tfretly o\yn, as I am bufied about many Things* 
Jbat his Affiftance will very much relieve my Fa- 
tigues. 

: To the Juthour of the $kzz-Th inker. 

to V O U have thrown together fo'rhe Reflections 
** •* upon Converfation, after fo hew a Manner t 
*' in your Paper for the Twenty-Ninth of May ; 
*' that I read it (as I do every thing that come* 
; F 4 "• - "from 
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f * from your Pen) wfth a PJeafure I feldom re- 
" ceive, but from your Ledure*. Thejuft, thof 
" uncommon Lights, into which you have caft 
cc that Suhje&, renew in me fome Thoughts* I 
ic have occafionally entertained on the fame To- 
<c pick : and which I take the liberty to fend you, 
" without farther Introduction. 

" Good Breeding fupports the. Decency of 
Ci Converfation ; Candour and Franknefs of Mind 
" preferve its Freedom j . wbjle Wit and Humour 
•* give Spiritand Variety to it : But, to make' the 
", Harmony of . it compleat, the whole Defcant 
" ought to accord with the Ground or Thorough* 
" Baikof found Sctife, AndL^et* eyenw.hrre thgfe 
" great Eflentials are' not wanting, Conversion 
" may fuffer very much from certain Redundan- 
M cies, that take off from the'Deligfir of it. ft 
" mayj therefore, be of ufeto animadvert a little 
f< upon fome ASufes, incident to Good-Fellow* 
*? fhip; which, perhaps, do not flow fo much 
** from any Vice in the Heart, as from an over- 
" weening Attempt to exert fome Excellency. 

" An unfeaforiable, or unguarded, UfeofRal- 
Ci lery may be accounted one Error of this kind, 
<c Rallery^ conduced with Difcretion, and teifc- 
** pered with Good-Nature, ' has its Merit in a fe- 
64 left Company, difpofed to receive it, and to 
** make it circulate, as proper Hints are fuggefted. • 
44 While it offers nothing (hocking to the Perfoj*, 
44 who fairly gives Scope for i$ ; as when the Sub- 
44 jeft of it arifes out of fome diverting Oddnefs 
* c -of Temper, fome carelefs Particularity of- Be- 
44 haviour, or. fome Singularity of Thought or 
44 Expreffion ; and not from the guiltiefs Infirm i- 
44 tktyr t>iftrefles 6f human Nature j" it may Be 
" allowej! amon'gft Friends to have free Play ; 
41 an^to wanton £«* it Were} iti the Fbrrdnefs of 
" - *' '* 4 ' Mirth. 
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44 Mirth. For the moft part, this fort of Plea- 
4 * fentry- is apt tQ run riot : Either, the Occafion 
44 for it is improperly chofen j or, it is unfeafona- 
44 bly introduced ; or, it is purfuedtoo far. A no- 
44 ted Rallier generally delights in galling the Inof- 
44 fenfive j and triumphs in the Uneafinefs of Mo- 
44 defty. It is a cruel Gratification of our Vanity, 
44 to take a pleafure in aggravating the Defeflj of 
44 a Companion or a Friend : Tbe Applaufes, rifuig 
44 hence, are dearly earned ; and repeated Vi&ories 
44 of this nature tend, at lafly to overthrow the Con- 
44 queror, in the Efteem of wife Men. And yet, fo 
44 common is this Arrogance amongft Men of lively 
44 Imaginations, that we may obferve ; Perfons, 
44 who are not confcious of Nature's Liberality 
44 to them in this refpe&, are generally alarmed, 
44 and put themfelves upon their Guard, in the . 
44 Company of reputed Wits ; and, not without 
€i reafon, difcover a Fear of falling under their 
44 Chaftifement. 

44 It is this prevailing Infolence, that makes 
44 Men of fine Parts in general (notwithftanding 
46 many are free from the Imputation) obnoxious 
44 to the reft of Mankind ; and encreafes that En- 
44 vy, which ufually perfecutes all Perfons of a di- 
44 ftinguiflied Genius, Perhaps, it might very much 
44 contribute to the taming of this Savagenefs of 
44 Wit, if the Offenders would confider ; that there 
44 is more of Malice, than Ingenuity, jn the Un- 
44 luckinefs of Rallery> In the. mean time; it muft 
44 be acknowledged, fuch a Reformation would 
44 leflen the Characters of many celebrated Mo- 
44 derns •, and difqualify Numbers, who fet up for 
44 Mafters in the Art of joking. Clhna would, 
44 no longer, be reputed a Man of Wit : Among 
4< Perfons of fuperiour Talents, he makes no ex- 
44 traordinary Figure : But, give him a Man of 
F 5 " egregious 
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<4 egregious Simplicity* to play upon, and he im- 
44 mediately exercifes his whole Tyranny of Ridi- 
44 eule ;* and brightens over his Prey. It \sFint*fo'$ 
44 Dulneft, that is the Caufe of Cinna*s Wit : Cinnd . 
44 is not intrinfically bright; he owes his Luftre 
44 to the Cloudinefs of others ; and (like the Glow- 
44 Worm) (hines only in the Dark. 

44 Next to an intemperate, or an unskilful 

44 Ufe of Rallery, nothing fpoils^ Conversation 

44 more, than tod earncft an Endeavour to be wit- 

44 ty upon all Occafiohs. Wit, like Wealth, ought 

" to be husbanded : As a boundlefe Liberality de- 

• 4 generates into, prodigality, fo the Prorufion of 

v 44 Wit, dwindles into * Impertinence : Befides, in 

44 good Manners, a Man (hould not be ambitious 

44 to contribute beyond his Proportion : nor think, 

44 becaufe he abounds, that he has a Right to treat 

4< the whole Company. The Talent, I am fpeaking 

44 of, indulged with Moderation, enlivens ; but, 

44 when exercifed too ambitioufly, it; teazes Conver- 

44 fation. The perpetual Flafhings of a fparkling 

44 Brain, create a Storm of Pleafantry, which fa- 

44 ,tigues the Mind more, than the Damps of Non- 

A< fenfe. Therefore, Sir, I entreat you, who pre- 

44 fide over our polite Amufements, to check the 

44 inOuppor table Exuberancies of PhiUntts : Not, 

44 that he has too much Wit ; but, is too fedulous 

44 in (hewing it. His Invention is always upon the 

44 Rack, to ftrike out fomething extraordinary ; 

44 and he thinks it a Crime to fpeak plain, fober 

• 4 Senfe. He is always pumping up Jefts and ex- 

44 travagant Conceits ; and grows irkfome, by bis 

4< Affeclation to pleafe. 

" I (hall conclude by obfervlng ; that it is 
4< owing in a great meafure to the wrong Notions 
tc of the Vulgar, that Men of bright Imaginations 
« 4 are frequently guilty of the Miftake, I have laft 

men- 
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44 mentioned. The Multitude ignorantly imagine, 
** that nothirtg (houM ctffrte from a Mkn of I%rts, 
44 wljich does not relifli of jhe high Seafoning if 
44 * Repartee, of "which is not pointed with a fur- 
44 prifiiig Afuftneft^:, An<^ ty5|n a. Gojrtyafcion of 
44 this ftaihp finds himfeflf difappointed, by hear- 
44 ing a celebrated Perfen talk reafonaWy, and, 
44 perhaps, fparing of Speech ; he gcavaly avers, 
44 the Gentleman Is like other Men ; wonders, how 
" he_ever_ acquired, hi* mighty Re p u t a t i o n j *nd 
44 judges hfe Writings to. be fpurious. Whereas, 
44 a Judgment of any Man's Capacity cartnot bb 
44 f<Wrheri from accidental CSrctimftances, arid a 
u mftrt, general Converfation ; but, rriuft be cdl, 
44 lefted From the perpetual Tenodr of hfs DSf- 
44 cfeurfe ; from the familiar Openings of his Mind 
44 to his Intimates j or frorn particular Occafions 
44 given to him to' diftinguilh himfelf more pab- 
44 lickly. 

44 Sir ; If thefe'Refle&uSris, or any o*her, I rhay 
44 hereafter fuggeft, fliould be of ufe to you ; t 
44 am airtply recorflperifed for tfie pains of com- 
44 mitring them to Writing. Your Labours en- 
44 title you to the Services and kind Wilhes of all 
44 good Men j in the piofecution of which, I hear- 
44 tilv wifh you Succefsj and am, with the greateft 
444 Eftecm, Sir, 

Tours, Sic. 
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• Sit pr* rat tone voluntas. 

JtfYSN 



Notwithstanding I ha*e, for three Months, 
difcontirjued my rx>Dtic^l Leflures y iriy at- 
tentive Difcipks may remember, that I have, in 
fome of them, hinted at feveral feemingly unac- 
countable, and almoft fatal, Miftakes in the Ad- 
mini ft ration of our publick Affairs, during the 
laft Century. I confider every Promife, I make, 
as a Debt ; for which, I ftand accountable to my 
Readers : Therefore, in performance of a promif- 
Ibry Hint, towards the Ulofe of my Hundred and 
fourth Lecture ; I (hall now endeavour to lay open 
fome at leaft ©f the principal Caufes, to which moft 
of our political Mifmanagements may very probably 
le afcribed. 

It is much eafier to point out Errours in the 
Conduct of Men, than either to affign the parti- 
cular Caufes from whence they fpring, or to pro- 
pofe expedient Remedies for paft Mifchiefs, or 
even to prefcribe proper Methods to prevent the 
like Evils, for the future. In private Life, this 
Obfervatfon is evident to every Man ;. and, upon 
Refle&ion, it will be found yet more manifeft, in 
regard to the Actions of Minrfters of State. There 
is a ftrange Infatuation in the generality of Men; 
that inclines them to make the leaft Ufe of their 
Reafon, in proportion as the Neceffity and Diffi- 
culty 
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culty tof theft Affairs require, they fhould exert it 
to the ujtjn#ft., .The important Conferences, 
wbfch attendee A&ions of a Berfon, who is at 
the "Head of Affairs, are apt to alarm him with 
Y&trsy -and to render him incapable of forming a 
Refoly&on. His Mind, unfettled by Doubts, is 
in a perpetual Fluctuation : And, when the Point, 
pf Time approaches, in which he muft come to fome 
Determination* what, he finally refolves, is not be- 
^aufe he judg£$<< it. r*afbnabk 5 but, becaufe he is 
gecefijtated to do fomethiog. Hence it is, that 
P«rfons, who rpanage their domeftick Affairs, and 
the. minute Occurrences of Life, with the exa&- 
eft Prudence, often a& like Madmen, in the Ad- 
sninift ration of the great Concerns of a Kingdom. 

It is hardly poffible for thofe, who are out of 
publick Bufinefs, to give a true Account of Trans- 
actions of State : And, it is equally difficult for 
weak Minifters to affign the Reafons of their own 
A&ions. Their ' whole Scheme feldom extends 
farther than to maintain their prefent Power, and 
to fecure their Employments : Therefore, wifely 
confidering their Conditions as uncertain, and that 
new Pifficulties may rife with every Sun, they 
fubfift upon daily Expedients. Thus, there is not 
the leaft Connexion between the Refolutions of 
one Day, and thofe of another ; and their whole 
Counfels. are a Rope of Sand. It is, therefore, 
impoffible to analyze the A&ions of fuch Men, 
by Reafon ; fince Reafon is a Stranger to all th^ir 
Thoughts. 

But, the Difficulty there is in accounting for 
the ASions of Statefmen, does not arife only from 
their Weaknefs and Irrefolution : For, though they 
may have Uno'erftanding enough to perceive what 
is right, and fufficient Courage to refolve upon 
proper Meafures -, yet, their Paffions mingle in all 

their 
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their Counfcb ; and the gratifying of tfoif Lovey 
their Revenge, their AvariGe, or thei* ArtibitioiV 
fhall determine their CondttS, again ft *fi the* Ar- 
guments, that can be urged from the moft wiigli- 
ty Reafons of State, To write the Biftory of moA 
Minifters, it is much more rieceftary to be a&pttu'fw 
ted with the Intrigues and Cabals of a Cofcrr* than* 
to know the Abates at the Cou*til- / &>ard* 
They confider the' ftale Topkk ef the guWfcfe 
Good, as a meer Chimera ♦, atitf wHi laboor mof# 
vehemently to obtain a Mittrefs, or todifablgaW 
Adverfary, tharr to fave a Nation frofrv Ruh^ 
However, itfenotabfolutely impofliblettor&tffca trW 
Account of the Springs, that influence "the 'frraftfr-* 
flions^of fi*ch Minifters; for though another* 4 
cannot pretend to give the fecret Reafon for any 
of their Woceedings, they themfelves are- abfe 
(were they but wilKng) to cxplkil* their ow*r 
Conduct. * 

Few Men would defire Power, were- it not 
for the Pieafure they take in making others Tehfible, 
that they are poflefled of it. This likewHe is aif-' 
either Reafon, which encreafes the Difficulty of ac 
counting for. the Actions of Statefmen. Thefr 
Pieafure and Satisfaction rifes in proportion .to the 1 
Proofs, they give of their uncontroulable Authority % 
and, moft of them fall into the Luft of manifeft- 
ing it, in the moft prepofterous manner. To aft 
regularly, to provide for the Welfare of the Com- 
munity, and to adhere to the cool Dictates of 
Reafon, is a Method of proceedings in which all 
Minifters may be allowed to gratify themfelves ; 
but then, it does not (hew their Power to be more 
confiderable, than what the beft of their Predecef- 
fours exercifed. The higheft Enjoyment of Pow- 
er (in their Opinion) is the Abufe of it ; fince the 
Bulk of Mankind conceive a much greater Ide» 

of 
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of the Mifchiefc, than of the Benefits; they re- 
ceive from its Influence. This Specie* of Politi- 
cians ate r therefore, equally unaccountable with 
the forementioned : Since there is no Reafoning, 
with any Certainty, upon the A&ions of a Ma% 
who cbeofes to do the moft unreafonable Things, 
only to let the World fee, that his Power is above 
ajl Controul. It happened, during the late* War, 
when the Trenches of the Enemy were to be attack- 
ed, that a certain grea€ General was informed, in 
She Heat of the A&ion, by a fobafcern Officer ^ 
that he had obferved a Quarter rf the Enemy 
that was more practicable, than> the Place, in 
which the Aftauk was begun : The General, 
angry that any. Man under his Command ftould 
prefume to point out an Advantage to him, bid 
the Officer mind his own Buftnefs ; adding, that he 
might imagine; he vres not blind. After this, h6 
refolutely threw away the Lives of two or three 
thou&nd Men, purely to (hew, that he had them 
at his Difpofal ; and at laft, condefcended to carry 
the Day, by following the Gentleman's Advice, 
when he thought/ it might look like a Motion of 
his own Will. 

Let any one ferioufly *efle& upon the vari>» 
ous Paffions, which are all fo many Springs of Ac* 
tion in the Mind of Man ; and he may reafona^ 
Wy conclude, that if the fecret Caufes of the 
great Events, which aftonifh the World, were 
known, Invention could not form any thing {6 
ridiculous, as the true Hiftory of Courts. The 
Speculative Men in Politicks, and the grave Au- 
thours, who write Hiftories of Courts, in which 
they were never verfed, deviate into Reaforis 
drawn from the publick Good, and the clafhin£ 
Interefts of Princes ; when, perhaps* the true O- 
riginal of what they imagine to be undertaken 

with 
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with the profoundeft Skill in Politicks, is purely- 
owing to the'Defire of obtaining Succefs, orto the 
Refentment of being difappointed, 1h an Amouiv 
An infatiable Third of Power is the Vice, to which 
Princes are moftly addi&ed : It is, therefore, with 
great Shew of Reafon, that the Overthrow of the 
Liberties of France, and the Eftablifhment of the 
Abfohite Power (or rather Tyranny) of the French 
Kings, is afcribed to this Paffion. And yet, upon 
reading the Memoirs of the Cardinal De Retz, I 
hare been tempted to think, that this fatal Event 
was owing to a more minute Original. 

During the Minority of the late King of 
France, the Government was under the Dire&ion 
of the Queen-Mother ; a Woman, who was not 
fuppofed averfe to Gallantries. It js well known, 
the famous Cardinal Mazarin was her Favou- 
rite ; who ( for fome Years ) managed her and 
governed the Kingdom, as be pleafed. Mazarin, 
as he was a Foreigner, hated by the Pfeople, and 
ignorant of their Conftitution, had no Intereft to 
fupport him, but the Prerogative of the Crown ; 
which he, therefore, ftudied by all Methods to 
eftablifh and to enlarge. His Rival, the, Cardinal 
T>e Retz, being a Native, and well beloved, efpe- 
cially by the Citizens of Paris, took juft the con- 
trary Meafures. Doubtlefs, his Aim was at the Poft 
of prime Minifter j but then, he was at the Head 
of that Party, which was for reftoring and ftreng- 
thening the Authority of the States, and of the Par- 
liament : And, had he carried the Point of being 
firft Minifter, in all probability the Liberties of . 
France would not have been reduced to the Con- 
dition, they are in at prefent. De Retz wanted * 
only the Favour of the Queen : While Mazarin 
was banifhed out of France, one of the chief Wo- 
men about the Queen informed De Retz -, that her 

Ma- 
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Afajefty, through Time and Abfence, began to forget 
Mazart* ; She likewife told him* that the Queen was 
of a very amorous Complexion, and advifed him to 
a£t Love to her ; letting him know^efides, that (he 
was exceedingly vain of the Beauty of her Hands. 
The Cardinal took the Hint ; and he played his 
Part to Perfe&ion, demanding frequent. Audiences, 
for no other Purpofe, than to figh over her Hands, ■ 
and to lay hold on every, flight Pretence to kifs 
them. The Queen (in return) began te like the 
Cardinal ; and, on all Occbfions, infifted much oft 
the Whitenefs of his Teeth, and pronounced him 
a handfome Man y though his Perfon was more ro- 
buft, than comely. At the fame time, Dt Retz 
had a much, younger Miftrefs ; who growing jea- 
lous of. the Queen, refufed him her Favours : The 
Cardinal, to foften her, aflaredher * y it. was impoffi- 
ble he (hould ever love fuch a Switzerefs, af the' 
Queen ; and that he only feigned a Paflion to her* 
The young Lady boafted of this Compliment fo un- 
warily, that it came round tothe-Queen ; who, fired 
with Refentment, vowed the Ruin of De Retz, In 
confequence -if this, Mazarin was recalled, and 
the Liberties of France deftroyed. 
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THIS is the third Mifcellany of Poems, I have 
cblfe&ed for my gentle Readers; The fol- 
lowing fedfct Epiftle will bdft introduce the fidk 

Piece £ 
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"Piece ; when I have oWerved to my CorWpcto 
that I have dtaitttd Part of hrs Hyriift, chie 
Shorten it : Befides, I am of bpinton, that 1 
Verte appears to a great Difad vintage in fmaH 
<es of .Poetry ; for whfch Reafon, I would aj| 
him on iiich Occafions at leaft, toaccuftom hi] 
<to Rhyme. 



« 



S 1 &) Cambridge, April z6. l^ig. 

T Am always your Reader : And as thfeftfetkal 
4< * Performances, which haVe appeared i& yoar 
4C Papers, hare met with a very gobd Receptioh 5 
" I have ventured to fend you .the Amufciftent rf 
" a few kifttife flours ; ptefuming ydu io far mf 
4t friend, thit yoa will freely earrt& What yet 
*• may think amife. I as,, 

Mr. Fret-Thinker, 

Your very humble Servant, , 

1 JLuHATICW* 

1 

* A Hymn to the Moon. 

• 

TTAIL, CyMhia, //*«/ £tf#r*// of the Night; 
** With all thyfpangled Train ofburniflfd Stars \ 
Celejlial jBquipage ! Eiherial Lamps ! 

r^ FJWC IfXjt lUUJy TTJUlnntrftg TvKnH ttJJ Www u^wtu »i 

JHiw <&/? /Aw £/# /<&* ffoi&y 2fc**> ^ JVfe£* / 
Cheer 9 d by 1 thy Orb, we fcaMYtgXettte $un 1 
Though, in a gayer Drefs, he fets off Nature^ 
And paints the Welkin with a riper Day. 

The Traveller, now, difmiffes every. Care * 
tytreachgjyw^ic&fands, andfoducingj$r4$& 

. 1 - . * ' ,M 
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Yet often, as befpeeds his Way, looks up, 
Bleffmg the' kindly Influence of thy Beams. 

Yonjlurdy Brotherhood ofjlately Elms, 
That nod their Heads high o y er the lonely Plain, 
Tipt with the Silver of thy heatlefs Light, 
How bright they Jhine ! How folemnly they wave ! 

Now, whiljl in all thy Jhadowy Glory drefl, 
Thou ridejl triumphant in thy highejl Noon, 
The langliijbing Philander wings' his way 
To meet his Sylvia, in the confcious Grove. 
There, in each other* s Arms, comphatly blejl, 
They breathe the melting Accents of their Loves, ; 
Call every Star to_ wibiefs to their Vows ^ 
But, dread the Dawn, and chide the morning Lark. 

While thus the faithful Pair prolong their Joys, 
Imparadis'd, on Earth, in mutual Btifs j 
fnjpir'd^by thee, the wakeful Nightingal, 
Leaning her tunrful Breajl agahjl a Thofn, 
Improves their Pajfion in edch tender Note 5 
Warbling the foftejl, fweetejl, Airs of Love* 

O, thus for ever beautify the Night ! 
Brighten its Gloom, and make its Horr our f mile : 
Nor ever may^ henceforthy the obtruding Qartb, 
Nor Clouds invidious, intercept thy Glories ; 
Our milder Phoebus, and nofturnal £>ueen ! 

SIR, May-ax* *7*9> 

c< ^pfj £ following Lines were occafioned by sk 
cc * Friend's falling in Love^vtfi a Lady, becaufe 
" the approves of him. If they happen to merit. 
" your Notice, I {hall be proud of having fub- 
** fcribed my felf 

Your very humble Servant, 

P^ILOMUSUS* 
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STrephon the God of Love defy'd; 
Carelefs on Cloe'j Form he gaz'd: 
In Celiac Air 9 no Goddefs fpy } d $ 

And Mira'j Wit 9 with Judgment l , prais'd'. 

A -2. 

The flighted God at lajl deereed 9 

His brightejl Nymph the Youth Jhould love* 

What Stratagem will then fucceed 9 
AJlubborn 9 generous Soul to move ? 

. 3- 

His Arrow pierces Sylvia** Heart: 

Said Strephon (Jlanding near) I find' 9 
7he Gold, that points the fatal Dart 9 
Has wounded both ; ana\ both has join 9 4L 

I fear,, the Ladies will not be pleafed (at firft* 
Sight) with the Verfes, that come next. The Au- 
thourof them muft be fome very impatient young. 
Gentleman : But, notwithftanding the Franknefi 
of his Declaration j if" I have any Skill in the Lan- 
guage of Lovers, his Paffion will not abate; though 
his Miftrefs (hould continue coy, till this Time 
Twelvemonth* 



r. 

fV*E little Loves* that round her ivait r 
•* To bring me Tidings of my Fate j 
As Celia on her Pillow lies 9 
Ab$ gently whifper 9 Strephon dies. 



2. 

If this will not her Pity move 9 
And the proud Fair difdains to live \ 



Smile 
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Smile y and fay , "27s all a Lye, 
jfnd haughty Strephon /corns to di*. 

The following little Tale was defigned, as * 
Compliment to two reigning Beauties in Ireland. 

Cupid in Love. 

' Jl S Cupid, from his cruel Sport, 

<** Return ?d, to grace his Mother's Court % 

In Triumph leading bleeding Hearts, 

All over Love, all over Darts ; 

H* wandered through a Myrtle Shade*, 

And J aw a lonely, lovely, Maid* 

No fioner did young Mafler fpy 
The Virgin' s f oft, refulgent Eye, 
Than down his Arms and Hearts he threw ; 
And, languifhing full in her View ; 
*Tis done, he f aid! See, Mars and Jove, 
* See, all ye Gods, fee Cupid' x Love f 

To Venus, when, at laft, be tame, 
Without his Tackle and his Game ; 
Without his Bow, without a Dart, 
Without his iwn, or any Heart ; 
The Goddefs crfd, Alas, my Son, 
Where haft thou been ? What haft thou done ? 
HefigWd, and anfwer J d with a Groan, 
Shejiole my Hearts ; She ftole my own. 
The matchlefs Beauties of her Face, \ 

The Wonders, that her Perfon grace, 
The Charm in alljhe does or fays, 
Her killing Smiles, her winning Ways, 
Her Wit, her Coynefs, all agree, 
In fpite of Fate, to yanqui/h me. 

' Lefs 
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Lefs angry \ Venus, at her Son, 
Than to find herfelf out-done, 
Crfd ; this is Fanny G~d, 1 know well! 
Ah, no ; Mamma ! '*Tis Jenny St— 1. 

The Nineteenth O d e of the firft Book of 

H0rtfr<?;.tranflated by Mr. ffalfted. 

» - . 

rHE Queen, who gives f oft Wijhes Birth ^ 
The youthful God ofJVine and Mirth* 
And wanton^ libertine Deftre^ 
My Mind afrejh with Love infpire. 
Bright Glycera revives the Smart, 
The Flame, that kindles in my Heart. 
The Polijb of her Neck out-Jhines 
The Marble of the Parian Mines : 
Her girlijh Wantonnefs has Charms ; 
And with herfroward Playjhe warms. 
Doating on her Face, I die \ 
.A Face to* dazling to the Eye. 
All Venus rages in my Breqft ; 
And leaves her Cyprian Groves unblefl: 
Nor, will Jhe fuffer me to write 
Of hardy Scythians put to Flight ; . 
Or Death, from Parthian Quivers fent ; 
Or Things, to Love not pertinent. 
Here, JZoy, to cruel Venus, here. 
Of living Turf an Altar rear : 
Sweet Herbs, and Frankmcenfe heftow j 
And let the Winy Offering flow : . 
Theje Rites the Goddefs will appeafe % 
And give myfrantick Bofom Eafe. 
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N° 134. Friday July 3. 1719J 



vAvalff/f KiefA®* iff. 

Plutarch^ 



To the FREE-THINKER. 

Dear 5/i?, June 23. 17*$. , 

" ▼ Pratefr, I love and honour you $ and heartily 
'* JL wiflb, it were in my power to make an adc- 
«< quate Return for the fenfible * Pleafure, you' 
" ha>y$ given me. I hqp<?, I fliall have Refolution 
" enpugb to follow your Advice ; and that I (hall 
«* b£ able, hereafter, to inform you of the Succefs ' 
" of your Prefcription. 

" In tfce mean time, T beg Leave to fetyou 
"' right inr the meaning of an Expreflion in my 
" Letter, which you feem to have mifunderftood. 
" When I told you* / was far gone in the Plea* 
u furei of a Country Life> I only meant j that my ' 
" Mind tod a turn towards the innocent and fe- 
" date Satisfaiftions, which are peculiar t6 Retire- 
u meat* I had not, then, in my Thoughts thofe 
" Touch and boifterous Recreations, the adventu- 
6 w rou9 

*N? 123, 130. 



* R E E-T HINHL^« N^ *3J&£ 

Gentlemen are fo fond of. Thefb 
St Race of Animals, a Breed of Crea> 
Ming Men, not to be found (as J a/a 
ivcllers) out of this Ifland ; and, me- 
y are juftly fuppofed, by our, Ph/Io/b- 
ia?e a nearer Affinity, to their' Dogs, 
human Species : Infomuch that, it 
Occafion to one, who has Faith v in 
ligration of Souls, to confider the 
ind at a Hunting-Match, as animated 
e Syftem of Spirits, that once invi- 
lefunft Sportfman; Affure yourfeff, 
not ambitious, of aflbciating myfelf 
;et Society : Nor, feaU I ever afie& 

• leaping over Hedges and Ditches : 
not formed me for fuch arduous 

ts ; nor qualfy'd me to (bine in (6 
an Eminency, as the top of a Quick- 



therefore, I intend by a Retreat, ia 
more fublime Pleafures of Know- 
Friendfhip, and a good Confidence : 
Is it would be a criminal Humility 
nyfelf, that I am equal to no Grati- * 
it fuch as inferiour Animals purfue. 
t difapprove of my doing this jufticc ' 
ifter. 

> great a Deference for Mr, Free- 
Jgment, that I would fain have him 
ie particular Study, he thinks moil 
; to make my firft EfTay upon. But, 
I am afhamed of the Debt, I have 
rafted, without a poiHbilitj of dif- 
For this Reafon, I (hall urge my 
er : Only, let me beg your Accep- 
j fincere Gratitude of an honeft 

"Heart 



1 fwt* ■ ~ ***** 
»L* to the IZI*^ 
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ivours, you have 

Twr rnojt Miged 



Hea*t for the Favours, you have conferred upon, 
Worthy Sir, 



- - . ;. : ., - . ." .. E« W.. 

7* JWk E. W. 

, .. . ; 7 W ^ 4. 17 19. ' 

i^ Hopeful Disciple ; 

YOUR -.txM^efponding with the Free-Thinltr 
(who is an Jnvifible Fairy Philosopher) is like 
holding an Intelligence with Spirits <\ and you have 
employed a powerful Charm, which has bound me 
to your Service. The whole Tenour of your three 
Letters &'fo< very irfeful to the generality of young 
Gentlemen, efpeeially to elder ^Brothers* who oflght 
to be the Ornament and Support of their Families, 
that I fliould i be greatly wanting. to the Publick, 
did I not comply, throughout, wish your Re- 
queft. 

I rejoice at my own Miftake; I acknowledge 
it, with. Plcafiire : Aiid I wifl*, your Example may 
refcue all our young Heirs from the noify Foreft- 
Chaees, to thefilent Purfuttsof Philofophy ; that, 
when they arrive to the Maturity of Manhood, 
they may be able to rocouht a Number of fublime 
Truths acquired, and urvruly Raffions fubdued ; in- : 
ftead of boafting of the Foxes and the Stags, over 
which they have inglorioufly triumphed, _ To.fave 
the prefent forlorn Hope of Squires (ftrong in Bo- 
dy, and weak in Underftanding) and to influence 
them, yet more,*to emulate you ; I (hall, here, 
entruft an uncommon ObfervatLon to their Mirth ; 
till, by Reflection, they come to he fenfible of the 
Truth of it. Gentle Exercifes are, doubtlefe, re- 
quifite to maintain and improve Health, and to 

Vol. III. G recreate 
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recreate the Mind ; and; even a moderate Chace, 
fparingly ufed, may be requifite for fomerobuft 
Conftitutions. But^ a.conftant Habit of violent 
Exercifes impairs the Understanding, at the fame 
time that it brings the Body Into Decay. A down- 
right Sportfman is not in a Condition to think fe- 
dately and confequentially .in Matters, that require 
a more than ordinary Attention : His Thoughts are 
tumultuous ; his Spirits are foul ; the perpetual 
-violent Motions, he repeats daily, trouble his Fa-* 
cuities, and hinder his Mind from fining. 

Si n c e yoti defire, I fliOuld be -particular hi 
adviling you to fome Study, that -may improve 
your Attention' 5 I can recommend nothing niorc 
proper to a Gentleman of your Fortune and Edu- 
cation, than the careftd peruialof the* CoratFovei*- 
iial Writings of Mr. Cbillingtvorth ; which, after 
recollecting the general Rules of Logic k, you will 
read with Pleafyreand Advantage. . They will not 
only inftru£r, you in the 'important Queftion, 
^which he canvafles, but likewife enure you to a 
juft Method of Reafoning : And, I the rather 
chufc to initiate you by this judicious Authour* be- 
cause the Number of true Proteftants diminifbes, 
daily among the Country Gentlemen. 

But, Sir, you will pardon my Freedom of 
Speech (a plain «ncour tly Vertae) .which I am 
bound never to forfeit ; when I chide you, for 
your Intentions to lead a retired Life. Your 
Country claims her Share in you : The Nation 
wants young Men of a good Capacity, in Inde- 
pendent Circumftances. The Interefts of a Pro- 
teftant, Free-born People require^ you fhould qua* 
lify your felf to fervc the Community, of which 
you are a Member, in Parliament : And. you ought 
to merit your Retirement, before you can have 
,an equitable Right to enjoy it. Remember, that 
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a fingle Commoner, who devotes himfelf to the 
Welfare of the Publick, may ftem the Outrage 
of Fa<aion ; and preferve his own Eftate, while he 
fecures the Property of Millions. In a word ; the 
prefent Age ftands in need of a few Gallant Spi- 
rits, whp dare to think and a&, in the utmoft Li- 
berty of Reafofi . 

Besides; you will find yourfelf greatly deceiv- 
ed in the End, if you think an early Retirement 
is a BJeffing : It will pall upon your Hands ; nei- 
ther can any one be properly faid to retire, who 
has never been engaged in Bufineis. Before you 
are Forty, you will wifli, you had once been bufy 
in the World. The great and pleafurable Retreat 
is towards the Evening of Life, after a glorious 
Series of A&ions. To conclude ; Retiring in the 
Inexperience and Vigour of Youth, is like putting 
on a Night^Cap, andZgoing to Reft, in the Morn- 
ing, I am with Sincerity and Refpe&, 

8 J R 9 

Tour moji Obedient Servant^ 

Thc'FREE-THlNKER. 
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N* 135. Monday Julytf. 17*9, 



■ 1 If i'iiH 1 



Plenus rhnarumfum ; has at que iliac perfltn. 

TERiNt. 



ON the twenty-fixth of the laft Month, I gave 
* my Difcipfes a general Vie^y of Vnacahmt- 
Me Minlfters : An;d; fince it cannot be expelled, 
I fihould undertake to enumerate the Particulars of 
a Species, infinite as the Folly of Mankind ; I .pro- 
ceed to confukr the Conduct of the Statefmen, 
whofe Anions are Corhprehenfible : v And, of this 
Species there are but two Sorts $ the honeft Men, 
and their Oppofltes. 

Such is the Weaknefs of Human Nature, that 
it is incapable of Perfe&ion (if I may be allowed 
the Word) in either Vertue, or Vice. Our Un- 
derstanding, or our Powej of A£Hon, is perpetu- 
ally limited. The Imperfe&ion of Man, as to 
Goodnefs dnd\ Juftice, has^ always been a SubjeA 
of Complaint: And if we judge impartially, we 
fhall find His Fatuities equally bounded, as to 
Wicked nefs. ' £l torrtpleat Villaih is as extraor- 
dinary a Creature, as a Man fcoftipleatly honeft ; 
though the Degrees of Approximation to efthcr of 
thefe Characters may be, in a manner, infinite. 
However, this is common to both ; that, fuppofing 
.their Capacities to be equal, and the Iniquity of 

the 
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tjic 9ne tp bear a# e*£# Proportion to the Integri* 

Softhe other, .their Actions are equally account- 

If we coniider Tranfa&ions of State, only as 
Proofs of the Abilities of the Muiifter, who has- 
the Direction of them ; it may be laid down as a 
certaiji Rule, equally applicable to the honeft and the 
difhoneft Man ; that all Meafures, and all Anions, 
are, or are not, Errours in PolRiqks, according as 
they are well or ill calculated , to obtain the, End,, 
gropofed by them. The only Difference in this 
Point is, that as the A&ions of the one are pro- 
jected to anfwer an honeft Purpofe 5 fo the Actions 
of the other are contrived, with equal Prudence, 
to compafs fome fmifter Defign. , 

From what I have obferved in Hiftory, I can 
compliment but few Minifters with being compear,' 
in either of the above-mentioned Characters. An 
Affectation of appearing a crafty defigning Statef- 
man, or a plain artlefs Minifter, is indeed frequent- 
ly to be met with : But, what fe^rus moft re- 
markable is, that a Man tolerably honeft (hall im- 
mediately, as he advances in Power, affeft the Re- 
putation of Subtilty and Cunning \ and a Knave 
naturally ftudies to acquire the Reputation of Sim- 
plicity and Integrity. Moft Men are fo liable to 
be deceived with the bare Appearance of Honefty, 
tjjat it is the Lure, a finifhed Courtier throws out,. 
upon all Occalions : Neither is there any Artifice, 
againft which, I ought more ftrongly to precau- 
tion my Pifciples, in their Intercourfe with Poli* 
tkians, than againft the fmooth Profeflions of Ho- 
nefty and Sincerity. 

I believe, it will be allowed me, that it is not. 

only more natural, but even more obliging, to 

fufpe£fc the Honefty, than the . Under Handing, of 

apy Man : The Reafon is^ Want of Honefty may, 

C 3 ' "but 
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but Want of Senfe cannot, be fupplied. The Cir- 
cumftance in Life, the mojt infupjtortable, fs to be 
defpifed : The Fear of which, makes weak Men 
turn Rogues, to vindicate their Underftandings. 
The Apprehenfion of paffing for a Minifter of 
fmall Abilities, had fo powerful an Effect upon 
Vafer^ that it was obfervable of him, if two Me- 
thods of performing even an Indifferent thing (the 
one direft, the other indirect) were propofed to 
bim ; he always chofe the latter, to convince the 
World of his Sagacity : Not considering, that it is 
the Height of Political Folly, hot to be fincere, at 
lea'ft, in Trifles ; and a judicious Garnefter will not 
falfify the Dice, but when he plays for confiderable 
Sums. 

A Knave naturally purfues his own Intereft : 
And therefore, when he is in rower, if the Publick 
Good happens to claQi with his private Advantage, 
it is certain his Dear Country muft fuffer in the 
Conflict. But, fuppofmg (as it oftert happens) the 
private fnterefl of a Mimiter js not only confiftent 
with, but thrives by, promoting the" Glory and 
Profperity of his Prince ; then it may be made a 
queft'on, whether in fome Circumftances of Affafr?, 
a refined Knave is not more proper to be em- 
ployed in the Direction of the State, than a-Perfoo, 
who is fcriipuloufly honeft. 

- I obferved in my Eighty-firft Lecture, that it is 
requifite a Statefman fliould have a Penetration 
into * the Weaknefs and Corruption of' all his 
neighbouring Nations ; and like wife, that he fliould 
have the^Refolution to take advantage of rttem, on 
proper Occafions, for the Good of the Publick : 
A Method of proceeding, » which in private Life is 
plainly' inconfiftent with the Rules of Honefty ; 
and which a Man of frri£ Probity would fcruple 
to exercife in a publick Capacity. And yet, in 
* an 
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an Age, wh?reUi i; it. is almoft become the Glory 
of States to circumvent each other, ythp dpe$ not 
fee the Neceflky of playing upon the Square ? 
And what Minifter would not deferve to be dif- 
graced, whp fliould negleft any Opportunity of 
corrupting the f Minifter of a fufpe&ecl Potentate, 
to betray, the Counfels of ; hjs .Maftcjr ? a, Knave, 
therefore, in Politicks often proves (as the World 
goes) a moft ufeful Member of Society $ provi- 
ded, Care be taken to* reconcile his Intereft tp the 
Welfare of the Community. And, Princes feem 
to be univerfally convinced. *>f the Reafonablencfs 
of this State- pojSfrine, by their t allowing vaft Sala- 
ries and Perquifites to >thofe,, who l?ave the chief 
I)irecT:ion ol < their Affairs,, hoping thereby, not 
only to purchafe. their Fidelity,, but to give them 
likewife an Equivalent for their Probity, Sacrificed 
in their Service. 

But, even private r Men fe^m tacitly to juftify 
this Conduct, of Princes ; and can never find in 
their hearts to condemn an Artifice, that turn§ to 
their advantage, in the Guilt of which they are not 
concerned, Let a Minifter but convince the, Pea- . 
pie, tr#t all his Aflions tend to the Good of the 
Publick ; and he. needs not fear lofing the Efteem 
of his; Country- men, who reap .the, Bspefifc, p,f his 
Iniquity. t The vaft Reputation and Efteem the 
great Cecil acquired, is at leaft as mi^ck owing to 
his pafting for a Crafty, as to his being thought an 
Honeft Minifter. The moft upright private Men 
take a pleafure in hearing and relating the mafter- 
ly Contrivances of thpMinifters of different Princes, 
to abufe one another.^ JQjgre is a Charm in In- 
tereft, which reconciles the Hearts of even Honeft 
Men to the Lucrative Ingenuities of others. The 
graveft Perfons, upon the Relation of civil Strata- 
gems, betray an inward Efteem for a Statefman, 
,. G4 who 
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who has been- the Contriver of a very 'notable Piece 
of Political Management ; at the feme time that 
they arc, in decency, obliged outwardly to cen&re 
the Immorality of the A&ion. 

This Difpofttion iiv Mankirtd at leaft to differ 
Iniquities that turn to their advantage, brings to my 
Memory a Story, related of the- Duke of Luxem* 
burgh. His Succefs againft the late King t¥ittiam s 
during his Wars with France^ has made his .Name 
Sufficiently known. His Perfon and AfpeS was lb 
deformed and unpromifing of the- Grcatnefs of his 
A&ions, that he pafled amongft the* Populace of 
France^ for a Wizzard ; and they fuppofed the 
Devil affifted him in all his Undertakings. The 
Duke took an occafipn from this Imputation, to 
make the higheft Compliment to the late Frmh 
King, that ever was *made to a Prince. It 
happening once to be the Subje& of Difcourfe, 
Who of all the French Generals had done moft 
for the Service of that Monarch ,; Luxemburgh af- 
firmed j that he ha£ given his Majefty 'ftronger 
Proofs of his Attachment to his* Interefts, than all 
his other Officers together: For, Sir (fays htf) 
they have done nothing, but What iV common} 
they have indeed ventured their Lives and their 
Fortunes in your Service^; but; "I have fold my- 
felf to the Devil, for the Advancement of your 
Empire and-Glory. * J - 



M- 
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Ctotwbio jtmgamjlabili, propriamque dicabo. 

Virg. 



NOtwithftanding the great Number of Letters, 
Poems, and Eflays, which I receive ; . and 
notwithstanding that I take* every Thing kindly, 
which comes from my feveral Correspondents ; 
yet, I am obliged to be more (paring in making 
their Thoughts Publick, than perhaps W agreeable 
to fome of them. I defife them, therefore, to 
confider this Paper in the Nature of a Lottery ; 
and that, as it appears but twice in the Week, the 
Prizes can be but few. Without regarding Per- 
fims (fince they are all Latent Friends) J, now and 
then, make choice of fuch Letters and Compo- 
fitions, as I judge to be moft proper to my pur- 
pofe ; fo as, not over-much to retard the Progrefs 
pf my main Defign. Let this fatisfy the Gentle- 
men and Ladies, whqare apt to think, either that 
their Letters mi fear ry, or that they are negle&ed : 
And particularly I defire the Lovers to confider, 
that I have done more for their Service, than for 
any other Perfcns in Diftrefs ; becaufe I know, 
They, of all Men, are the moft impatient under 
their Sufferings : Neverthelefs, I muft not permit 
my Paper to be over-run with Love ; and much 
let, can I comply with printing Complaints, that 
G 5 are 
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are parallel, in the main, with the lamentable 
Cafes, to which I have efefluaUy prefcribcd. 



LondtU) July 2. 17 19. 

Mr. Free-Thinker, 

" T Had fully refolved to fend you a Meflenger, 
" * immediately after your Anfwer to my laft ; 
<c and, now^ to apolpgize for myfelf to you, and 
" the Batchelour Candidates, I {hall give you the 
" true Reafoivof my. long Silence. , ., „ 

"The Day after your laft Correfpondence with 
* c me, I was happily engaged in an agreeable Cir- 
*• cle of Friends : Your Papers, and particularly 
" thofe relating to Miranda* took i|p a confidera- 
" ble Share of our Difcourfe. An intimajtie Ac- 
" quaintance, to whom I Had communicated the 
" Secret of my writing to you, whifpered a Gen- 
" tleman in the Company ; that I was the very 
" Miranda, in the Free*Tbinfor. The Gentleman 
" took the frrit Opportunity of addrefling me in 
** the moll paffionate Manner ; and has, from that 
46 time, proved very afiiduous in hisVfllts; info- 
" much, that I believe his Affection to be fincere. 
<c He is a Perfon, who (upon ftri# Enquiry) fully 
<c anfvvers the Character, I defire in a Husband : 
<c And, on Monday next, our Nuptials are to be 
" celebrated. 

" I thought it a Duty incumbent on me, to give 
" you this Notice; and at the fame time, to make 
" my publick Declaration of Thanks to Mr. Frit* 
41 tyinker* and to the feveral Gentlemen, who ■ 
" were pleafed to honour me with their kind : 
■' Wifhes: And I muit conclude with owning, 

•No ,08. " thM 
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u that the Credit^ofl your "Paper gave birch to this 
"Marriage. I am, 'Sir, 1 - , , / 

1 [ , 2^«r jificewty obliged hywbk Servant y 

«' "•» 1 Miranda. 



.1- 



SEEK till [you find ; and yok will not loft your 
Labour: Miranda 'has diligentiy Searched the 
Tdwnand CcHmltry, for a Husband j aad her Di- 
ligence ^ fey a« f laft happily rewarded* At the feme 
time, it is a great Hortcnjr to the Freethinker^ 
that he has been able to fare the Longhtgs of a 
Virgin, in the moft important Defire of Life : And, 
as this is the firft'Match, in the' making of which 
I have been inftrumental, I hope it will not be the 
laft. I will not doubt of the Goodnefs of Mi- 
randa's Choice : Neverthelefs, as there are often 
unforefeeh and ftraiige devolutions in the Sftfe *f 
Malrimoriy ; if the Gentleman ihould infringe- any 
of the Articles of Marriage, as (he is my Ward, 
I defire her to appeal to rfie for Redref*$"whofe 
continual Study it is to reduce the Men to Reafon. 
Moreover, J expert a Letter of _Thanks.frpnj the 
Bride-Groom, for the ineftin^able Bleffing- I have 
thrown into his Arms \ and, befide the ufual Al- 
lowances made to good Wives, I infift on his giv- 
ing her Credit upon Mr. Roberts^ to have my Pa- 
pers regularly fent her ; in which, theywrif'both 
find many things for their mutual Edification and 
Comfort. 

I cannot help compaffionating the Croud of 
dilappointed Batchelours, who will figh over Mi- 
randa's Letter. ' What Numbers of gallant Youths 
will be reduced to wear the Badge of forfaken 
Lovers ! I am apt to believe,. Willow ma.y bear as 
good a Price in the Market to-morrow, as Oak- 
Branches have born for, the three laft Years, on 
G 6 the 

• 



the twcmjrfnimh of May. It.is the hat4 Fate of 
our Sex (to which, never^hetefc, !«vfcry honeft Man 
will think it reafonable to fubmit) that, though a 
vertuous Wohlan bca world of Htppinefi, yet her 
Charms are not diffufive. ; and (be has it not in her 
power to blefs more than one Man, 

If, atnongft the Admirers of Miratida\ there 
happens to hi a Poet, whofe' Hea.it i$ proof again* 
the fad TkHngs of; this Day ; I hope Jife vHi caU 
upon . his Alufe to endite my fair Pupil's Bpitba* 
lamuni - r tfcat there may be no Ceremony wanting 
to do honour tti fo extraordinary a Marriage; 
The Subjeft is new \ and promtfes no fmall Glory 
to the Geniui, wh6 fittU tecfify upon it, with 
fucctfs. ' , . , 



*N° ftf: Monday, July 13. 1719. 



Ilia j <$uis & me (inquit) mferam, iS te perdldit, 
Orpheut 

Virg, 



i .1 — : ^^ 

To the Free.Thinker* 

8 I R> June 18. 1719. 

" r "p v H E R E are now about ten Months ex- 
« A prred, fince I departed from Aleppo, to 
«« return to England. When I left that City, the 
4< following Account of a Love- Adventure was 
«« the reigning Subject of Difcourfc ; and I caa 

"jnyfelf 

litizecTbyC 



44 myfelf atdeft the Truth of the greateft <part of 
44 the Relation I. fend you* 

V, Thjehb was a Merchant in Ahppa, whom 
44 I {hall conceal under the Name of Lucius ^ who 
44 Kved (fix or feven Years ago) in Fhrttue 5 where 
44 he made his Addrefles to a Lady of Angular 
44 Beauty and Modefty, By his conftant Care to 
44 oblige her, and by repeated Aflurances of his 
44 unalterable Love and Fidelity, he at laft entirely 
44 gained her Efteem, and engaged her Aftdions. 
44 By degrees, their mutual Love grew to fuch a 
44 height, that it became a Proverb in Fhfrrtct -, 
44 and every fond, faithful Pair of Lovers were 
44 dignifv'd by the Names of Lucius and Mvrcid: 
44 For Keafbns beft known to themfelves, (hey 
44 thottght it proper to defer their intended Mar- 
tf riage : In the mean tifne, Affairs of an extraor- 
44 dinary Concern forced Lua'usinto diftant Coun- 
44 tries ; and, at laft, obliged him to make Atepp9 
44 his Place of Refidence. 

44 At fo great a diftance, his Thoughts were 
44 never abfent from his dear Marcia 5 he conveyed 
44 them to her by Letters, in the moft paffionate 
44 Language ; and ftill aflured her, that he impa- 
44 tiently longed to revifit Fhreme, to com pleat 
44 his Happinefs. But, notwithftanding he wrote 
44 frequently, yet (to his great Surprife) he receiv- 
44 ed no Anfwer-from the Lady. This unacObunt- 
4< able Difappointment became very grievous to 
4C him 5 and nothing but the Embarraflment and 
44 perpetual Hurry of his Bufinefs could, in any 
44 meafure, have diverted the Uneafinefs of his 
«*Mind. 

• 4 It happened in the mean time, that he grew 
44 into an Acquaintance with a Perfon of great 
44 Note in Aleppo, who was happy mi a Daughter 
44 that was tjic Wonder of her Sex, for Beauty and 

Swectnefs 
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44 Sweetnefs of Temper. Crouds of Admirer* roadt 
44 their Addrefles to hery, daily';- but;, hit vain? 
• 4 For, {he tacitly loved Lucius ;: and couLdnat pre- 

44 vail upon her Heart to approve* of aiky other 1 

45 M^n. He foon perceived Lavmhfs growing Eafr 
44 fion ; and as foon armed himfeif with thefinneft 
44 Refohitions, never to forfeit his Fidelity to hb 
44 Moved Marcia : ThougrHn fecret,; he blamed 
** her .cruel Silence j and to himfeif reproached her 
44 the more; becaufe he could not fo much as guefs 
?* at the Gaufcof it. 

44 Perplexed witk continual Doubts and 
44 Fears ; he at laft wrote a long tender Epiftle to 
44 her, full of the moft endearing Expoftulations, 
44 which he put- under cover to an intimitfe Friend 
44 in Florence \ <kfiring him to wait on Marcia, 
44 and deliver the enclofed, with his own Hand, -to* 
44 the Ob^a of his Defires. When this Gentle- 
« 4 man came to acquit himfelf of the Commands 
44 of the abfent Lover ; to his amazement, the 
<* Lady refitfed to receive the^ Letter he brought: 
44 And, without explaining herfelf, left him with 
44 an Air .of Difdain. By the firft Poll, he ac- 
44 quainted Lucius with the Manner of his Recep- 1 
44 tbn ; who behaved himfelf with all the feeming 
44 Moderation of Mind, under his. Affii&ion ; tho* 
Ct it inwardly preyed upon his Spirits. He knew 
« 4 not which way to turn his Thoughts ; nor 
44 what Refolutkms be ihould take. The Vehe- 
44 mency of his Love preffes him to leave JtUfpo: 
44 But- the Urgency of his Affairs forbids his De- 
44 parture. 

44 The Uneafinefs of his Mind encreafed, from 
44 day to day ; infomuch, that his Melancholy 
44 was obferyed by all his Friends, and partfcukr- 
44 ,ly by Lavinia. She would often tell him, that 
44 ,. undoubtedly he was in Love j and, at the fame 
- • "time, 
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c * time, endeavoured to Hint to him, by every 
M Motion of her Eyes, and every Accent of her' 
w Tongue, that (he herfelf was tormented by the* 
** like Paffion, which (he had catched from him/ 
<c Lucius began to like her Converfation •, preferv- 
" ing ftill his Truth to Marcia. Lavinia finding 1 
** him infenfible to all her* Charms, is at laft no 
M longer able to fupport her Love ; and (he fick- 
** ens to a degree, that the Phyficians defpair of 
u her Life. Her Maid (the only Confident flitf 
** had) feeing her Lady in this defperate Condition, 
c< goes of her own accord to Lucius, and difclofes 
c< to him the Caufe of Lavinia's Indifpofition. 
ct Hereupon, Lucius, filled with a generous Com- 
€€ paffion, inftantly viftts the fuffering Virgin. By 
ct the Kindnefs of his Speech, and the Gentlenefs 
** of his Behaviour, he compofes her reftlefs 
** Thoughts; revives her Spirits ; and reftoresher, 
u by degrees, to perfect Health. 

" Lavinia's Charms now (bine out, in their full 
" Luftre ; and Lucius feels their Power: Yet, 
<flr ftill he refolves not to injure Marcia ; and td 
<€ ftand juftified in all his Conduct. For this Rea- 
" fon, he writes the following Letter; which I 
*' copied from what was faid to-be the Original, 
i€ In Italian. 

" H OW have * deferved f uch unkind Treat- 
(c L X men t 9 from my deareft Marcia ; in whofe 
" Smiles are all my Joys ; Can it be true, that you 
*' 'fliould reject me with Scorn ? 'Was it kindly done, 
" to refufe Admittance to the MefTenger of Love ? * 
<c Was it like Marcia; in whofe Breaft, I thought 
" Love and Conftancy made their abode ? Is it 
" poffible ? And, am I thefi deceived ? How (hall I 
14 believe it, while I am able to recollect the happy 
" Moments, we employed in the Extafies of Love f 

" I re 
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" I remember well your Vows, and tender Pro* 
<c teftations $ your pndearing Looks, and foft Em* 
cc braces ; together with the gentle Sighs, ?nd 
<c tumultuous Raptures, of your Breair. Then,- 
(< one Soul Teemed to arumatj? us both. But, why 
<f dp Jcfyerifli the Reiriembr^ricp pf my mft Happi* 
<c nefc ; fince they only cncreafe my prefent An- 
<c xiety ? I (hould rather with to renounce all Me» 
€ ? mory ; and endeavour to forget Mar da: Then, 
" (hall my Mind be in peace, agate. Actufe not 
" my future Condu& : Marfiia only is tQ Warpe, 
u if ever (he lives forfaken by 

Lucius. 

" Lucius waited long, to kxlow the Succefe 
€€ of this Letter : But, no anfwer came. Lavinia, 
" in the mean time was induftrious to engage his 
" Heart by the whole Power of her Beauty, and I 
" the Pleafantnefs of her Conversion. Martial 
•• Unkindnefe helped to improve LaviniVs Charms 5 I 
<c and in the end, Lucius (tired with fruitlefs Ex* 
" peftations) refigncd himfelf to marry L&vinia. 
cc When the News of this Marriage reacted the ' 
«* Ears olMsrcMy her former Scorn forfook her; 
€i and Rage, and Love, and Refentmeat, over* ' 
" powered all her Reafon. In her Phrenay, {he 1 

' " vowed the Unhappinefs of the diftant Lovers. I 
<c She immediately left Florence 5 and embracing 1 
" the firft Opportunity of a PafTage, (he arrived I 
" at AkppOy in the Apparel of a Man, She loan | 
u found out Lucius ; who" knew her not, through 

- c< her Difguife. She defired to impart her Bu finds 
" to him, in private : Lucius, hereupon, retiring 
" with her into a fepar,ate Apartment ; the drevr 
* c a Piilol out of her Bofoifi, and (hot him dead ; 
" then, with a Dagger, (he immediately ftafcbed 
" herfelf to the Heart. 

"When 
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" Wh?n I left the Place, Lav'mia was m 4>moft 
** deplorable Condition; infocjuch, that it MW 
** fuppofed, fee would not long furvive the. fad 
« c Difafter* The mighty Difpute amongft the Low- 
" Cafuifts was j whom moil to blame. ? Some 
c< thought Lucius \& the wrong to nwry, before 
« he had feen, or heard from, Mqrti& : Others 
<c blamed the whole Condu6t pf Marcif ■; But, aH 
c< agreed in compaifionating. poor Levinfa. 

N # 138, Friday , July 17* 1719. 

£ caU dejtendit* fmh raeviijt. 

II J 1 I i nn j 1 1 j. 1 1 — f^-y 1 H| ,\ J +* m mm*ml4imm*mm~*-*mB 

ON the Eighth of Afoy, * I prQmiftdjfa* ja opm 
* frtjh Parcel of KmwUdg* ± whkh'ItoaM* 
this day, b*gin to diftrifette among my Difcipks. 
I have already finished my* PreUmimrf^xA Supple* 
mental Difeourfes ; whereby I hope, I have prepa* 
red the Minds of many of my Countrymen Rotate, 
the Dye of common Senfe j that their Und$»ftand- 
ingstmay be engrained in Reafon, and the Stains 6f 
Prejudice loft in the full and bright Tiuftufe of 
found Philosophy.. - 

To change my Metaphor, and to give this Set 
of . Leftures a proper Denomination, by which they 
may be diflin&ly, remembered i Ifhali call them 
thft Porch of Knowledge : The which, I fhall now 
open to my Difciples, as the immediate Entrance 
into the Temple of Philofophy ; fcto/ which I (hall 
hereafter introduce tjicnv ' 

•N?ii8, * SOCRA- 
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£0 G RATES mentions a Story of Thales, one 
of the wife Men of 'Greece, to whom the Precept 
*t the Head of this Papefr is afcribed ; that, as he 
"walked, one Night, with his Eyes intent upon the 
Stars, he Wl into a Pit. Hereupon^ Thratfo 
(a fmart, facetious Female) who attended him on 
this Occafion, faid to him j It is an unpardonable 
Overfight it* you, to fix your whole Attention on 
the Heavens, fo as to negleft mote obvious Things 
of a nearer Concern, that lie beneath your Eyes, 
juft 'at your Feet, fbrattds Raillery is a Leffon 
of Wifdbm, that' admbntfhes us, in "Shu Patfiit 
of Knowledge, to begin with the Study of Our- 
felves j before; we carry our Searches on, to Con- 
templations more remote. 

-~ Ar- co twp l e a t -Knowfedge of Tbyfdf -is-tbeiftoft 
folid Foundation, on. which to raife th c fi upcr ftruc- 
tore of every other kind of Knowledge. Know 
ThyfeK, therefore, in the- firft place 5 that is, make 
a diligent and exa& Scrutiny into the Difpofition 
and into the Integrity of thy fever'al Faculties ; that 
thou mayeit judge, how\ tompleatly they are <$«- 
lifiejel for theDifchargeiof their itefpe&ive Officer; 
and\obfe*«e, ©n> the other 'hand, the Defeats,'* 
the Weaknefs, Narrownefs, or. any other Imper- 
fec^Ort, , ndd0r n whichihey martabpim •'«<•' *•*» 
- The Endowments of all Perfons are not' equal; 
A*ttt : fifcce, the AWlifiiesi of 00 Man cair ev«r ex- 
ceed' the Degrees^ of Excellency and Berfe&ion al- 
lotted to them by Nature ; our fir ft Care and Stu- 
dy foould be to 3ifco\ner, ,artd make a juft Eftiniate 
of, the true Force of our natural Powers ; arid then, 
to enquire into the Improvements,, they may be 
capable of ; and how far they may be enlarged by, 
or what additional Strength they may receive from, 
Difcipline. . And, there is the greater Neceffity 
to proceed in this important Scrutiny • into our- 

:>>.': felves 

Digitized by CjOOQLC 



N° 138. T& Free-Thicker. 163 

ftlves deliberately, by fevere and impartial 1 Reflecr' 
tions ; fince, on the Juftnefa of our Obfervations' 
herein, will depend the proper Ofe and Application 1 
of bur feveral Faculties, as well as the Certainty of 
the Opinions, we (hall (in any future Studies) adopt i 
for Truths. 

It is from the general OmHfibn of this Self- 1 
Examination, that Mankind (almoft uWverfaUyJ J 
either mifapply their Talents ; or felTupott wrong' 
Methods of. regulating and improving therr Facul- 
ties ; or run into various Absurdities ; or laftly, 
take Appearances for Realities. Hence it is, that 1 
Purmlioy a light-timbered, dapper Youth, Who 
might make an eminent Figure upon a Race-Horle* 
at New-Market, would gfve any Price for a Com* 
miffion to ftrut before a' Company of Grenadiers. 
Therjite'sy who has a Genius admirably turned to 
excel in Languages, affefb to expofe his aukward 
Shape in puhliefk Dandngs ; and, inftead^of'toVer-" 
ing Himfelf with a Domine x drefles for Mafquerades 
in the Habit of a Running Foot-man. Philan^ 
this, who has all the Extravagancy of Itfcagina-' 
tion, that makes a Grotefque Poet, inftead of en-' 
deavouring to tam£ the Wildnefs of it by the*Study ; 
of Logick of Matheifraticks, enflames it by reading' 
Rablais and Orlando Furiofi: Flavuv, Whd has' a 1 
peculiar Talent for Mechankks, and ba$ a pefpfc- 
tital Jaundice 1 in his Conftitution, is unfortunately ; 
Bent upon the ContetaplatKfli *df Colours : And s 
Fhrlo> who ranges nothihg methodically, but a 
Cabinet of Medals, has of late turned his Head to 
Politicks, and afpires to regufate the State. 

Moreover; fince the Difcoveries/ we make 
by enquiring into and experiencing the Forte* and 
Extent, and Aptitude, or oui> Abilities, are of fuch » 
moment, that without this Knowledge; we muft • 
remain under Uncertainties, wWh ffclation- to all 

• . our 
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ctujrfirt^ Attainments ; k iSteros not fufficient, 
tjut we have once made a diligent Search into 
Qurfelves: Becaufe, we cannot be fare, that our Fa- 
cities continue in the fame Condition, unlefe we 
perpetually renew our Enquiries about them. And 
the .Neceffity of recurring (from Time to Time) 
to a ftrkft Review of our Faculties appears, not 
only from tfce Alterations, which Difterapers, and 
oth^r Accidents,, paay introduce ; but even, from 
the flow Changes, that (like the Shadow upon the 
Dial) infenfibly fteal upon Nature, in her ordinary 
Courfe. 

t The fuccefliye and gradual Variations of Na* 
tyre axe vifibjt, throughout the whole Creation; 
and may be ob(crve4 in all Beings, whether Ani- 
mate or Inanimate, But,, to take a. general View 
of theni in Man* who is the Subject of my Dif- 
courfe ; How weak ar>d ipconfiderable are the A- 
bilities of Infancy ; equally infirm, in Body and in 
IVtin4 ! In^the Seafons of Puerility and Adolefcen- 
cy, ©u» Apprehenfiqn is only fufficient to obferve 
what our Teacfyexs point out to us, as it were with 
a Fe/cue ; t witfiout being able to difcern, whether 
the Npticjes, placed before us, be True, or Falf?« 
In the next Stage of Life, we grow adult ; aa 
Age* ' in which the Prejudices of Education be* 
gin to be confirmed, and we refolve to believe and 
t» defend the Opinion* and Conceits, inculcated by 
our Preceptors ; pr .which come recommended by 
the Authority of our admired frieqds and Compa- 
nions i <?r which are efpotpfed by a prevailing Party 
of Men. Then, we climb up into Manhood ; and 
(& fr^rn .an,J£rnineney) w$ lgok do^n upon our 
farmer favpurite Nations ; ^nd think of enquU 
ring into j&e Validity of the Opinions, which be- 
fore we, implicitly adhered to," in the 010ft pofitive 
manner. Npvv> we claim the Right <j>f reafoning f 
. and 

* 
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and of judging, for our felves. Hence, Doubts 
begin to rife ; and we grow jealous of fome latent 
Impofition or Collufion, id the Dodrines we Jiavfe 
not examined. Such is the Dawn of Manly Senfe*; 
and, as it rifes^with an Increafeof Light upon the 
rain Fables of Nurfes, the abfurd Leffbns of igno- 
Tant or difcbneft Tejthers; and the crude Notions 
of empty Companions 5 the whole Croud of vi- 
fionary Ideas vanifli, as Spe<9res are &id to difep- 
pear before the Sun : And real Truths only re*. 
main vifibte, within the itea* Horizon of Reafon. 
After this, there is hotting mote to be ejepe^ed 
irotai Man* but to keep up and improve this Ma- 
turity of Senfe, as long as the Vigour of Nature 
lafts 4 till his Abilities decay, towards the Evening* 
Twiiight df Life. " • l 

N° 139. Monday, July 20. 1719* 



Iftud auten Tv&Bi cuwzivt htli putare ad arrogaH* 
tiam min&ndam fohim effi diftum $ verum 4tlan^ 
ut bona mftra norimus. 

Cicer. 



MY laft Lecture did require a ftri& Attention 
in my Readers ; to which I muft beg fcave, 
this Day, to fubjoin another, equally Philosophical ; 
fince (as it is the Sequel of theibrmer) they* will* 
by ftandlttg together, reflet a Light raciprtxially 
on each other. ' . 

Now, 
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Np.w., becaufe it generally happens, that the 
Morning of Life is wafted, before Men ferioufly 
enter upon, the Study, of Themfelves ; and yet, we 
can hardly be>f tiled reasonable, before we ha?e 
made feme prbgrefs in; this important Knowledge : 
I advife my youthful Difcipks, not to negle& the 
Task of Self-Examination, from the firft Moment 
they begin to reflect, and to be confcious that they 
are endowed with Faculties, which rife above mere 
Sen&tion. The Powers of Reafon (hould be fum- 
moncd early, and commanded betimes upon Duty; 
that the Animal Life, which commences long be- 
fore the Rational, may he (hortened ; and that, 
Men may enjoy the greateft Portion of their Time, 
in the Diftinftion and Dignity of their Nature. 

Philosophy teaches us to compute the Life, 
the Age and Growth, of Man, not from his Birth, 
not by his Stature, nor bodily Strength, nor by the 
Pferftftion of his Limbs ; but, from the Foint^of 
Time, in which .he commences Rational-; or is 
able (in other Words) to reflect upon his own Ac- 
tions, his own Knowledge, and his own Abilities. 
Neither, are the fpecious Appearances of Reafon 
to be allowed of, in this Philofophical Method of 
computing the Age- -of Man. Who knows not 
{for inftance) that the common Tranfadions of 
Bufinefs, and the ordinary Aflairs of Life, may be 
carried on (by Perfons bred in them from their 
Childhood) and brought to a Conclufion, by habi- 
tual Forms and Modes of Acting, that can hardly 
be faid to flow from any Degree of Reflection. 
Quotidianary Words, and Actions, and even fet 
Forms of Thinking, which Education or Cuftdm 
may have prefcribed, do not.rife above the Pow- 
ers of Mechanifm, more than the Soul of a Min- 
ftrel exerts it felf, when his Fingers move regular- 
ly upon his Initrument, in his wonted Performan- 
ces 
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ccsofMuftck. Neither, docs the ordinary Courfe 
of Converfation, of Reading,: of Writing, or even 
of Speakipg, in Publick, give convincing Eviden- 
ce^ that ajiy Perfon has begun a Rational Life. 
Tfcpfe Options n^ay be all perkraied, chiefly by 
the Aijiftanjce of the A/iimal Spkits, without the 
Intervention of Reafon ; which is the Refult of 
Reflection. And the Man, who has unfortunate- 
ly com pleated Thirty, or Forty, or perhaps Fifty 
Years, without employing^ his Faculties to nobler 
Purpofes, i$ but a fenfitive Being $ ,an Aniroal* up- 
on the Level with a managed tforft V and has not 
fo much as, been born into the Life of a Philo- 
iopher. < . 

The TreaAires of the Mind lie very deep ; bu- 
ried .under a coafufed Heap of Rubbiih, thrown 
over them by Paifions, Pleafures, Interefts, Cuftom, 
Education, and other Enemies to Reafon. It is. 
an Hfnukan Labour to remove this Lumber, and 
to clear the Soul of her Incumbrances -, fa as to 
come at Tthe Riches, that lie concealed beneath 
this manifold Heap of Prejudices. And ever* then, 
ijt wilj flQt.be eafy'to make -a diftinft Inventory 
of the Furniture of the Mind : Her various R ich- 
es will be found to lie in great confufion ; fame 
accumulated, others difperfed, without Order, Con- 
nection, or .Relation to one another ; fo that, a 
confiderable Portion of her. valuable Stores will 
efcape the negligent and incurious Obferver ; And, 
even when they are difcovered, a Quicknefs of 
Thought (like the Livelinefs of an acute Sight) 
is neceflary, to feize on the firft Notices of them ; 
Sagacity to purfue them, in all their Shapes ; and 
Prudence, to make the proper ufe of them : Qua* 
lifications, which feldom concur, butin the advan- 
ced Seafon of, Life. Laftlv, Time and Leifure is re- 
quired to clefr up all Ambiguities; «u$ impartially; 
* • - • - 'to 
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lo weigh tbeObje&tans* which are conceived and 
urged againft new or revived Speculations, thro' 
Prejudice or Intereft ; by which means many ex- 
cellent Hints and Difcoveries have been extinguish- 
ed, with their Authors j and many kindling Truths 
fmotfaered, before they could be railed into a 
bright Fkme, and delivered to the Cafe of an 
Inquifitive Mafterly Genius, who might be able to 
defeild them, artd bf teg them tolhine Out, in their 
full Heat and Splendour. 

Tk«Man, wbd fearches diligently into his own 
Fund of Real Knowledge, and has nicely com- 
puted thfe Stock <tf Ideas* he has to fet up withal 
in Philofophy, will not be fatisfied with skimming 
over the Surfaces of Arts and Sciences ; nor with 
dwelling only on the Fafoionable Writings, foas 
to keep pace with the Philofbphers of hts Age 5 
but) will penetrate farther, and cut out his Paflage 
through all the Obftacles, that would bar up his I 
Communication with Truths ; even though they 1 
Me never fo far out of the ordinary Road, and | 
never fo remote from the Observations and Opi- 
itiohs of his Contemporaries. As he goes deeper | 
into himfelf, he will meet with frefli Mines ; in 
which he will difcover Veins of Knowledge, 
branching out diverfly, and inferted into others; 
which though they fpring not from the fame ori- 
ginal Sources, yet neverthelefs, maintain a fecret 
Correfpondence among themfelves. But thefe 
curious Difcoveries, indeed, cannot be made with- 
out the Affiftance of certain Preparatory and Auxi- 
liary Knowledges ; nor, before we have familiari- 
zed our Minds to Attention, and Stead inefs of 
Thought, by repeated Exercifes, and a long Habit 
of Recolle&ion. 

The Underftandirtg of evfery Man is, at firft 
but poorly furnifced with a few Simple Ideas ; 

when 
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fohen in time, by Jong -Reflexion upon one or two 
friutfc] Hiotp, its Riches vifibly encreafe : Upon 
this, Fund* w§ ycnkfge our Commerce ; and launch 
£mt>afier;<JM&Mtt X ru *h**i ft^riug our Courfe, thro* 
tfa w&e r £to?an of .Errours^ by the Compafs of 
Reafon. £fe#>y ** the K Man (fays Solomon) that 
findeth Wifdom ; * /*</ /A* Man that getteth Under- 
Jignding : For, the Merchandife of it is better than . 
to* mereband^fe ifl>fk>ir j and the Gain thereof \ 
ihan firif'GoU : She is inwe*preeiom than Rubies ; 
and all the Things, thou canjl defire, are not to be 
compared unto her. • .,*} 

Upon the whole ; Multitudes of Men of great 
Abilities have lived ufelefs to the World, merely 
for want of knowing, in time, the natural 
Strength and the t»oper Improvement of their 
Faculties j arid, through not applying their 
Thought to tbe Investigation ' of the concealed 
Treafuresof their Mtad j And many likewife, by 
a wrong c Applicati on of their' Talents, have been 
able to' pr^agaTey and to aufhorteerftrch Fatfhobds 
and Superftitions and Inhumanities, as are the per- 
petual Bane of Society : So that, their perverted 
Abilities and Diligerfce have proved the Calamity 
of Mankind, A great Geniu3 is a fertile Soil 5 
andThouM tfej. fown, early, with the moftufeful 
Seeds bi Knowledge; Otherwiie, it will be over- 
run with themfifgnificant, or the poifonous Weeds, 
that flnot, up in Underftandings, warmed by the 
Interefts, the Prejudices and the Paflions, of a vi- 
cious World, la this Cultivation, there are al- 
moft infinite Degrees : And, though the common 
Herd of Men (like the vulgar Husbandman in 
Agriculture) ftop (bort % and never think of ex- 
ceeding the Improvements, to which they are li- 
mited by Cuftom ; yet, a Perfon of a more than 
ordinary Capacity fhould run, through all the Arts N 

Vol. III. w H of 

Digitized by VjOOQLC 



iyo the F*isE-THi*k£fc-. N f i4a 

of Culture, to embelHfli the GafdenP'Bf his MraJ 
with Exotic, as well as Native, Curiofilies : and 
Should ranfack every *8eafon ant! every Cftfftateof 
Philosophy, for any Plant or any Flower ef » *tfcow* 
ledge, that may be of tjfe, or may proVe^i* @r* 
nament, to himrfelf, or to "bis Country. 
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Sict ubifata vccant, udis abj^ftui in berbis, 
Ad vada Maandri cancinit albus olor. 

Ntt 9 $uia te nojjtrajp(rm:pj x fMp^ mopyi, , 
Attoquor ; adverjo vwmu^ytajilw. 

^ Ovjd. E$jt< 
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To the F r e e-T hi n ki #. 

sir, / '; ^,6. ^19. 

u /TpHE lovel v Mrfl is a Colle&*Mf ©F Charms ; 
*« X a tompleat Syftem of Beauty : .Her Hi*- 
'* mour, her Air, her Speech, her Pcrfon, and her 
*«• features,, confpire to diftinguifh her, arnongft 
# the Daughters of Britain. I faw her ; I admi- 
^^ red hef J and I loved her: Neither, did I love 
** ta vain. Cynthia, through one whole Revolu- 
'« tiori, fhone not upon a Swain more btenVthan 
" Thyr/is; and every Merning in May opened to 
<c my Eyes, not half fo mild, not half fo bright 
« and blooming, as Mim* Succe&ful, to the 

: " Fond- 
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44 Fondnefs of my Wiflbes ; my growing Paffion, 
* 4 guftt by Hopes, did fcarce ?dmit a Fear. But, 
5* Ob* how deceitful ar$ the Joys of Lovers ! 
* 4 The Charging Mira diftppointed my Vtfit, one 
** Evening i aQ$l left the fallowing Billet for me, 
<€ which awakened me from my flattering Dream 
454 of Happinefe. 

« 4 SINCE, the good gyaHties, which foon and 
** effectually recommended you to my EJleem, have 
' ** keen already rewarded by a Woman of Merit j / 
44 mujl beg of y$U> that W4 may become Strangers, 
44 for the future : For, , I am firmly refolved, that 
44 the united Perfections of your whole Sex Jhall nt- 
* 4 ver influence we: to alter tny Condition with any 
44 Man,. left a Novice in Hymen's facred Rites> 
44 than • ; • 

« 4 Worn ps cannot expre/s the Concern, I fek 
44 upon reading thefe Lines. Mira had liftened to 
. 44 ..Jtoalicipiw Insinuations ; and the Pofleflion of *a 
44 vertuous Woman, for a few Month*, was adjudged 
44 diffident to exhWjft a young Man's Affe^ipjis j 
44 ot, at leaft, to damp fhem to fash a degree^ 
44 as to render them not worth the Acceptance of 
«• at Virgin, What could I do? Or rather, What 
44 did I not attempt ? I f$ot, I wroft, I vifited, I 
44 hunted her $ but, all in vain, §}ie vanifced fliH, 
44 as J appealed ; nor, $ver vouch&fed to make 
44 the leait Reply to my fond Expoftul^tious, pud 
44 my daily Complaints. 

41 How often is the natural Current of our In- 
< 4 clinations driven back', by a Tide of Prejudice ? 
* 4 And how difproportioned do the moil beautiful 
44 Objeds appear through the deceitful Gfcifs of 
44 falfe Opinion ? If Youth, and Faith, and an 
H a "*' unfully'd 
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c< unfuliyM Fame, could have engaged the too 
<c nice Heart of Mira ; then, had Tbyrjis never been 
** wretched. But, a Lover's Merit fubfift* whol- 
• c< ly in thr Opinion of the Fair. Mira is loft-, 
" and Tbryfis now, left to count his Sighs, muft 
Ci hope,~muft love, no more ! 

" This Morning's Sun beheld the beauteous 
" Maid refign her Charms, for ever, to another. 
" All Nature feemed to fmile on her Nuptials, 
" with aufpicious Omens. The ruddy Streaks of 
€i Light, which beautified the Dawn, /eeftied to 
" foretei the Blulhes of the Bride: The Sun roft 
** with unufual Luftre ; rejoycing to run his Courfe, 
*< like the Bridegroom coming forth from his Cham- 
* 4 bers-: The frefh Stillnefc of the Air betokened 
" the future Peace and Happineis of the loving 
«* Pair : The flowery Fields vied with their Nuj£ 
" tial Drefs : The Birds warbled ouf their Hymc- 
" neals : All was jgay ; and nothing fad, but Tbyr- 
" fis. Neither, did ungenerous Paffion* difturb his 
u Breaft ; nor, was his Grief of a malignant Na- 
** ture. Indeed, he often accufed his own hard 
M Fate 5 yet, (till he bleft the lovely Bride ; nor, 
* € even encouraged one unkind Wifh to Damn; 
**' fince, he now was Part of Mira. Unable to 
~" improve, and yet unwilling to difturb, thofejoys, 
M he could "not {hare ; Thyrjis reitred into a foli- 
■* € <tary G*ove : Where, to footh the Anguifliof 
4 * his Heart, and juftify his Sorrow, he addreffed 
<c the following Lines to the fortunate Ravifher of 
**> all his Hopes. 



To 
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To my Succcfsful Rival. 

rHRICE happy Damon! to thy hnging Arms 
Has Mira, now, refign 9 d her Virgin Charms ! 
O, mayjheflill improve thy rapturous Joy ! 
For, never can her chafte Endearments cloy. 

Thrice happy Lover! prize thy beauteous Store; 
Nor Heaven can grants nor Mortal covet \ more. 
And, when that Face (where blooming Innocence 
Unfulfy'djbines) lefs Luflre Jbatl difpenfe 5 
May Time, for etoery Charm be weakens there,' 
IfTtth fome new Vertue recompenci the Fair : 
That Jo, thyt riper Paffitnjiill may find 
Frejh Beauties, in her undecaying Mind* 
So, JhaU enamoured Mira find in Tbee 
That Love, that Faith, Jhe might have found in me* 

Thy Rival once, thy Rival now no more, 
Unenvied bids tbee, all her Sweets explore 5 . 
And, curft by thy prevailing Deftiny,. 
Still Jbowers down Bleffings on thy Bride and Thee. 
CompeWd by Fate, the Charmer I reftgn j 
Nor will I, at thy happitr Lot, repine ■: 
Ue Love of Mira has my Ssul refined ; 
And, from ungenerous PaJJions, purg'd my Mind. 

Had Heaven be/low* d the glorious Prize on Me, 
And you like Thyrfis lov'd, If that can he -, 
Imparadis 9 d within the Fair One's Arms, 
Blefi in her Smiles, and Lord of all her Charms, 
Even then, reflecting on the Joys you lojl, 
A generous Sympathy fome Sighs_ had cojl : * 

By my own Joys IJhould have guefs* d your Pain, ' 
And almofl wift)d, you had not lov r d in vain *, 

H 3 To 
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To Fate alone have given the dear Succefs* 
Nor thought my Merit greater, mr yours left. 

01 if a Wretch dead-fttzen fy Difdain, 
Can e'er by funny Love be warmd again ; 
Tien quickly. Heaven, hrtght Mira\r Lofs repair 
Byfome kind Ifympb, Compaffbnate as Fair* 
May Mira'r milder Glances arm her Eye ; 
Her Cheeks may MtraV modeft Crimfon dye ; 
Her Smiies, may Mini's winning Sweetnefs grace ? 
And Mtra'j LHftet bkffbm in her Face : 
The fame her Features, he her Mind the fame ; 
And Mira'; Vertues add to MiraV Frame. * 

Then, to cotnpleat the Workmanfbip eiivinc, 
Give her a Heart as true and fond as mine .: * 
IVith mutual Flames oar faithful Bofims warm \ 
Letter lite Thyifc Uve> iiie fl^ra tharnu 
I ask no more ; in Love compleatly bleft, 
Let Avarice and Ambition take the R*ft, 

" The charming Mira needs riot blulb, I hope, 
" to find heffelf difcovered in fo refpeafal a Man- 
" ncr ; when I inform you, that Mira and ifctir- 
" randa are the feme. A Flame, fo pure as her 
" bright Eyes haVe lighted up, may itill be therifh- 
" ed without Blame : Nor, can my juft Eftocm 
c< for her great Merit be any Wrong to Miranda, 
" to Damon, or to myfelf. 

" The Publication of thefe artlefs Lines will 
c< be folely .attributed to a iiegleS in Mr. Frto- 
" Thinhr's ingenious Correfpondents, on the Oc- 
" caiiorl of Miranda's Marriage. Rather let the 
m € Di&ates of an unpraftifed Mufe fink intoObli- 
" c viort, together with that fuccefslefs Paffion, 
" which gave birth to them, than fuSer therta to 
c * interrupt your more.ufeful Studies j which fo 

" much 
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" much oblige and edify the reafonaHe World, 
" and in particular, 

: ' * S I R 9 . 

Tour prof eft Admirer ', 

• Thyrsis. 

Miranda gave Notice, # in the laft Letter 
I- re c eiv ed from her, that fte^was to be married 
on the fixth Inftant. I have, fince then, received 
feveral Letters with Verfes, to cekbtate her Nup- 
tials j* which are very much to her Honour, and 
to the Credit of her Lovers. There is a peculiar 
Spirit of Gallantry in the Paflion, with which {he 
infpired her Admirers : At the fame time, that each 
expreties a fenfiWe Concern- for his own Difap- 
poUttment 5 they all confpire to wi(h her Happinels, 
Wth their ^fortunate Rival. I have not roorn to 
■ihfert their feveral Performance* ; and the Reafon, 
yrhy I have fixed upon that of Thyrjis y is becaufe 
he teems to be the mod tender-hearted of all the 
complaining Candidates. 

» * ? »1 know, mty Readers are very inqjifitive about 
the Lady, who has held this long Correfpondence 
Wrtb me ; and, many Ail) imagine the whole to 
be an Invention of my own : But, I muft once 
more ^flure them of the contrary. The feveral 
Letters of Miranda came to me in the fame Fe- 
fn&kr Cbara&er $ and I am as much at a lofs, as 
Any of n*y Readers^ to guefc who this fair Pupil of 
tiwfle mky be, 

* 1**136.. • . - 
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N° 141. Monday July 27. 1719. 

1 1 

KhP&- (Jilt V&i&sQr* Of AVT$ flfttrfa <?•«?*> r 

Hesiod. 



I Have Vaifed the *firft Column of the Porch if 
KnowUdge ; and, I own, I am' impatient & 
ercft the fecond : This done, I {bail allow mf 
Scholars a fufficient Leifure to fludy the Charac^ 
tcrs inferibed on thefe two Pillar*,- before I natffc* 
any farther Advances in this Philosophical Piece of 
Architecture. . 

* Upon a diligent and impartial- Enquiry into 
ourfelves, we fhall find that a Mind rightly; qu^Ji* 
fy'd for the Reception of Truth* fhould be capable 
oP taking the Reprefen tat ions arcOinages of thing? 
fet before it, in as lively, as diftin&, and exa& a 
Manner, a4a Mirrour of fine Glafs (exquifitely po* 
lifted and adjufted) reflects the Obj*#3 pttfHvtoi 
to it, without any Alteration,., A >v[roag Mind* 
like a falfe Glafs, does either magnify or, diixitftftfe 
the Figures of Things; or, poffibly,,it multiplies 
or lefiens their Number ; or inverts their Situation, 
or confounds their natural Order : Sometimes, it 
falfifies the Proportions of an Ooje£t, breaks all its 
Symmetry ; divides Parts, that are conneded $ and 

connects 
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connects thofe, which in reality are divided. And, 
as we may obferve in a Glafe, that is either not 
truly wrought, or the Metal of which is itained 
with fome Tincture, in its firft Competition, per- 
haps by the Defign of the Artifan ; that, it will 
always caft its own inherent Falfity, or complexi- 
onal Colour, upon the various Forms it reflects ; 
fo an Underftanding, difcoloured or debafed by any 
Alloy or impure Mixture, cafts its falfe Glofles and 
Mifreprefentations on all the Notions and Images, 
that come under its Obfervation. 

Moreover ; a juft and faithful Apprehenfion 
gives no adventitious Luftre to dark, nor any ima- 
ginary Beauty to deformed, Originals : Neither does 
it tarnifh, or fully, or darken Originals, which in 
themfelves are frefli, or fair, or bright. Laftly ; 
a found Underftanding does not encreafe or di- 
minifb. the Motion of any Objects, not fhortert or 
lengthen their Diftance, nor extend or contract their 
Dimenfions ; neither does it enliven dead Pieces. 
or deaden the Activity of Beings full of Life and 
Spirit : But, all the Reprefentations, rifirfg in the 
intellectual Mirrour, do (in all refpects) compleatly 
and precifely refemble, and correfpond with, the 
Originals, of which they are the Types. 

Such is the Mind happily qualify M to receive 
the fublime Truths, of Philofophy, in therr real 
Shapes ,and Colours ; and to reflect upon them 
without deceiving others, or being itfelf deceived : 
Such a Mind alone admits of ImpreiEons, which 
are at once juft and ftrong : and, when it is tho- 
roughly clear in the Difcernment of them, is en- 
abled to communicate them diftinctly,and as it were 
to point them out by proper Language, to inferi- 
our Underftandings, who (of themfelves) compre- 
hend Things but darkly ; and yet, are able to make 
confiderabk Improvements, and to fee clearly, 
H 5 when 
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when they are enlightned by the Inftru£Hons of a 
fuperior Genius. 

As it is very rare to find a Glafs, that does Ju- 
ftice unexceptionable to Objects, in every nice 
Circumftance ; to likewife, is it yet more uncom- 
mon to be bleft with an Underftanding, in which ' 
ail the Reprefentations of Things are abfolutely 
adequate to the Forms themfelves. But, notwith- 
ftanding this exquifite Juftneis of Conception is 
granted tp very few (if to any) Mortals ; yet fhould 
it be the Ambition, of every Lover of Truth, to 
endeavour to approach this Standard of a Right Ap- 
prehenfion, as near as the Perfection of his Nature 
Will allow. 

The Philofopher Htraclitus was. famous for 
faying, that he fearched into, and confulted him- 
felf, on all Occafions ; that he was Self-taught j 
and traced out the fubtil Operations of Nature, 
by obferving the Appearances or the Refult of 
them, in his own Mind. This Habit of Reflec- 
tion gained him fo great a Veneration, that the 
Hiftorians fpeak with admiration of his great Au- 
thority amongft the Peoole. When his Fellow- 
Citizens of Ephefus baniihed his Companion Zfcr- 
jmsdorusy who had governed their Affairs with the 
greateft Wifdom ; he declared it to be his Opinion, 
That all the Adult Epheftans merited peath : And, 
that the City Ihould be left tp the nfing Genera- 
tion" ; fince there was hopes, They might receive 
Inttruflion : But, that he difpaired of the Citizens 
of Maturity, > who had confented to banifh their 
,JBenefa£lour for no other Reafon^ but becaufe he 
"was the beft'.Man amongft them. Heraclitus dif- 
.dained to be the Law-giver of this degenerate Peo- 
ple, who could not bear the Prefence of Men of 
great Abilities aad Vertue, in their City j rightly 
Judging, that the famePerverfenefs and NarroW- 

ncfi 
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nefs 6f Mind, which made them jealous of entruft-' 
ing Men of Se'nfe and Merit with the Govern- 
rn£nt, would very probably defeat all his Counfels, . 
and obftruft the Influence even of the wifeft Laws. 
Therefore, , he, retired to the Temple of Diana ; 
and thought it more honourable to play there with 
th* Children, than to fit at the Helm of Govern* 
jnaent. with *heir abandoned Father* 

T*m Work! was. once bleft with an Empe- 
jwuiV whp prpftfled Philofophy : He (as it appears 
i>yJii&. Excellent Waitings) endeavoured to rectify 
his own Mind, by the continual Obfervation of 
mhbt .f affed within it*; and, by this means, to 
Axundtrtte knowledge of Men and Things, and the 
<5oveniment of the World, in the Govejnmqnt 
and Knowledge <of himfeUl . In him, was Wifilorn 
honoiu*ed)^^and in him,, was a&ually feen,- what 
'JPiatovnk tjieugnt s*traaragant for imagining, that 
jBhikrfbphy cduJd even bafta Laitrt upon Majefty, 
and gute aaaddkionaP Dignity to thetgreateft Prince. 
-But tftfttt^.'itcis xo he lamented, that the Reign of 
the Imperial Fhilofapher, Marcus Antoninus^ was 
jfcot'fofficicnt Fully to {hew, how happy Society 
.might Jtotmatertuidfr'foch a Gavernour. The 
4$ek&f* Dtfefiian faun the Precept* of Philofophy 
-uhdc& '-Cmnmodus, (ebinteaaneed by his diflblute 
-Maiwei^);fliewed^Mbc. Multitude wefte not, in a 
.final) Gom^afsfif Tiaie, to be rhadfc fo thoroughly 
•acquainted with, the Charms of Wifdom, as to re- 
^ed,*n!ual J Enjojifraente, foi? the refited Pleafures of 
lUafon ;,, which. are the fubtfmesnd ckfant Satis- 
fiudions only of Pdcfans, who are (from Refle&ion) 
confcious.Ioif tsbeiT'fcwa Worthinefe v and of their 
;Pre-jeaitnaicciovtx the urtfhinkipg Part of M?*- 

Jdndr / >.'i . ■■« ..; ".., : - " 
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N° 142. Fri/ay K ]\}ly 31; 1719. . ' 

■ ■ ' 1 ' i - f , ,* « 

T»< ix&Q»(X(t]ix*t drv&xiirttp pir w& rh nA/jr jut 

DlOGEN. ffapi 

» > 1 ' ■ ' T ii it»*-^^^i, i 

A3 it is nbt hi the power of Art to exprefc an 
exad Mathematical Line ; fe, probably*, no 
Human Underftanding ever came up to the Juft- 
nefsof Apprebcnfton, f have defcribed. Neverthe* 
lefs, the Standard ought not to be altered, and 
brought down to our. Imperfections ; fince; the 
mod hnifhed Model fhould alwaysbe propofed a) 
a Pattern : And, there muft.be a filed Point of 
Perfection fettled, before we can calculate* the De- 
grees of Deficiency or Variation from it, in our 
own, or others, Underftandings.. There arc Firft, 
Second, and Third- Rate Capacities j, from which 
we may count "downwards through the hmtt Or- 
ders, till we defcend to Minds almoft wholly de- 
• ftitute of Apprehenfion, and which reflect no Re- 
femblances of the JObjefts prefeated to them. 
Thefe Things confidered, I thought it necefiary to 
give my DifcifJles ah Idea of .ar&ight Understand- 
ing ; to the Accuracy of which.every Eree-Think- 
er (hould endeavour to approach,: as near as he can. 
There is no Danger tofr a»y Scholars learning to 
think too juttly, /oii.^inj my Phrafe) too fredy:; 
nor, that Men will too jhicely examine into, the 
Truths of Philofophy ; nor, that they, who are 
naturally unquality'll, : ♦will labour beyond their 

Strength 
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Strength after an Excellency * which is fefr far out 
of tljeir Reach, 

•Every Eye is not made to difcern all vifihle 
Objefbv J* * to bear every Degree of .Light ; nei- 
ther,^ the Mind of every Man formed to conqeive 
all intelligible Notions : And, yet every Eye, that 
has the ordinary Power of Sight, fees fufficiently for 
a,thon&ndxommon Ufes,; and the weakell Sight 
may be affifted by Glaffes : In the like manner, 
there are fqw Apprebenfions, rfhich may not be 
brought to conceive .many u&fui Truths rightly. l 
: TtfBjRE, are Underftandings, which are by 
Nature formed incapable of making Advances in 
Knowledge^ anfwerable to the rea&nable Dcfires 
of the Will, even with the Affiftance and Direc- 
tion of the abteft Teachers. Such limited Capa- 
cities are not qualify id to enlarge the Bounds of 
Pittlofophy y to expkire themnknown Regions of 
Learning ; to. difcover what remains yet to com* 
pleat Arts and Sciences ; iter, even to win back 
loft Provinces of Knowledge, from the Encroach-* 
merits of Ignorance. However, thefe fubordinate 
Underftandings, in their feveral Ranks* not only 
may. be, but actually are, ferviceable ; When, by 
at previous Self-examination, they apply their Atten- 
tions to fuch Portions of Learning,; as lie level to 
-their, Abilities; and come within the Sphere of their 
Activity. Though their Speculations age confined 
-within narrow Boundaries* yet there is ftill fuffi? 
<aent Employment for tbek Ingenuity, by ftudyiog 
£o perfect and clear up their Notions on fuch Sub* 
jcBsi, as fa)l within their Comprehenfton. . The 
iGlory of new Inventions belongs but. to few; the 
Riaife oCadding to thwaay-be acquired by ma- 
nly:, And be, who canno^ extend hia Thought tp 
great > and. general Views of > Knowledge, may be 
-vcf y.accwfttciu iwnc^r tiojlj^l &to$y * :J{ is npt far 
e.i. i every 
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every Muftcian ,to enrich bis Art with cngmal 
Compofitions j though, he may learn to perform 
on a particular Inftmmetit to Perfection. 

Thus, in the iotelle&ual World there are Ob- 
jects, Scenes and Profpects, to employ the Variety 
of Underftandings* fuitaMe to their -feveral difcern- 
ing Faculties; either, as the Sight of the Mind is 
ftrong Of weak ; or, as it fees Objefh diftinclly at 
a diftance ; or, can only diftinguifh Thofe, which 
are near. The Philofopher of an open, dilated 
Genius may, fafely, launch out into the boundlefc 
. Expaofe of Thought ; and range with; Pleafcire 
through the vaft Regions of Speculation j in which,' 
a little Genius would he loft. Staikling as it were 
in the Center, the Man of Genius- views the ira- 
menb Ocean of Space, to which Nature? has de- 
creed no Bounds* He contemplates the Line of 
Duration, without any End forward, and backward 
without any Beginning, Where the Penetration 
% of the Eye fails, hexalls in the Afliftance of Glaf» 
fts, by which he is -enabled ekher to dtfeerri the 
minuter Curiofities of Nature ; or to lengthen out 
his Sight through Traces of Mtber^ and to furvef 
the Enclosures in Space, fet out imo Worlds, be* 
hind which unnumbered Worlds *xift, -out of the 
Juriidiclion of Human Knowledge* . • 
* It is in Pbiiofophy, as kiiin Trade :- There 
ape: (and k k fit' there ihouki te) Wholefale aril 
Retail Dealers, in the one and in the other. The 
great Merchant does* not attend ** fade Advao* 
tages ; and the: Philosophers of fuperiour Faculties, 
and of the -moft univerfaL Knowledge " frequently 
overlook* the' ordinary Powars and Materials nk 
Nature, and the^ more*cswnrtiori Method^ of > eni- 
qddyirig then* i;ifo; that, t*y omitting to opp4y:the 
tmoreobvioiisiParts*- of Knowledge to 1 the life of 
Ufa, they.fre^aeiitl^.&ul; in jcwfo«WH^infr the-glo- 

rious 
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rious Proje&s, of which they had planned out the 
firft Defign. Here then, properly comes jn the 
Afliftance of Perfons, whofe Studies hare not led 
them into the Mazes of general Science; but, 
whofe whole Observation has beeneon&Mid wkhin a 
narrow Compafs, and the Forces of their Mind 
contra&ed into one Point of Attention. They 
(as they refpedively apply themfelves) are able to 
reduce into Praftice the large fpecuiative Notions, 
which Men of refined Spirits, and of a comprehen- 
five Thought, are obliged to leave* to their Inge- 
nuity m Mechamcks. * - l > • • 

When, upon the Propofition, mentioned in 
nry Hundred and Eleventh LeAure, That Water 
wiUYifevbmft t* the Height ef4he Fo*rt*m-He*d 
in a crooked Tube, large Pipes of Lead were at 
firft made ufe of to convey Water ^through the 
Streets ; in time, Arttfts of inferiour Knowledge 
irtiproved upon this Invention, 'by introducing 
bored Elms to *be hid tinder *<3round $ which 
were heitfher fo expenfive, nor ffabjeA to fo many 
Accidents, as Tubes of Metal ; reserving the Lea- 
den Pipes for the final! Feathers 9 laid «nto-the 
Several Houfes. The late Mr. Savery Hkewife, 
though : he has merited largely frtum Pofterky by 
the Invention of an Engine, to p erfect which he 
was encdafaged by a Law in his fayour ; never- 
theless, through his Want of Knowledge irt infe- 
riour Wo rkmanihip, he was not fo happy as to fuc- 
ceed m compleating his fine and ttfefel PrejeA 
•of railing and difcharging Water out of the deepeft 
Mines, by the Force of Fire, fo as to prevent all 
Inundations of the Works under ground. Where- 
as, fince his Deceafe, a Perfon, 'who Was poffibTy 
not capable of firming foch a ' Proje&, * but yet 
had good Experience hi Works fefr 1 that nature, 
has reduced -his whole Defign mto ffra&ice, and 
I " ' ■ per* 
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perfected tins curious Engine fo far, as to make it 
of extraordinary Service, for throwing up Water 
on all Occafions. 

N° 143. Monday, Auguft 3. 1719. 



— — — So. Meveo. Ch. Video ; fed nil fro- 
tnoves. . . 

Tbkint. 



Mr. F*-s£-Thinker, " July 15. 1719. 

c< /^ IVE mc Leave to recommend to jour 
44 VJ Confideration a Subje&, which may in- 
" ftrud one Part of your Readers, while it diverts 
" the other. The Subjed, I mean, is Tie Wrong 
" Turn, many Perfons give to- their Induftry. \ 
" know an honeft Gentlemen, who has lived upon 
<c Promifes, till bt is Grey 4 and is grown witherr 
(C ed in the fruitlefs, affiduous Search of a publick 
" Employment. He is a Man of very mode- 
" rate Parts j of a Mercantile Education ^but, dili- 
" gent to a prodigy ; and is already Weft with a 
44 competent Fortune. With thefe hopeful Ta- 
44 lents, he could not have failed of railing a great 
44 Eftate in a Nation of Commerce, had he bent 
" his Induftry and Ambit iota to (hine upon the 
44 Exchange* But, Alas ! he has broken 1ms natu- 
" ral Reft to attend Levees 5 had the Misfortune 
44 to be whifpered by a Lord Treasurer ^ and un- 
44 luckily (about feven Years agp) his Name was 

«« pub- 
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" ^Hickly annexed to a goo4 Place, by a ; Mi~ 
" Jftake in the /V/?rS<y. 

->ff Since the fatal Publication ef that flatter-* 
44 kig Article of falfe News, he has doubled his 
" Mifappiicatton ; and at ptefent, he fit? up Three 
44 Nights in a Week, poring over, and franfcrn 
44 bing out of Books and Papers, whaj can never 
44 .be of the leaft ufe te himfelf, or any body elfe^ 
44 His Family who arc WitnciTes of the Fatigues 
** be undergoes^ and are told by him, bis, Labours 
* 4 tend all to- the Service of the Publick, are a- 
44 mazed that his Merit fhould go unrewarded-; 
44 and impute the long Negle& of him to the Cor* 
4 ' ruption and Ignorance of 4he Great** 

44 The Man has a Formality, in bia Behaviour; 
44 and a Severity in his Countenance, which the 
44 Vulgar mifiafce. for Wifdom .; he lives* < deceit 
4 * ed into the fame Opinion by their Appjaufes j 
44 carefully avoiding fuch Company, as. might a-> 
44 waken him otit of this Dream of? his Abilities* 
44 He had once the Misfortune to print a Twelve* 
44 Penny Specimen of his Labours*, which, brought 
44 an Explanation upon his Ingenuity, no way to 
44 hts Advantage; though I hear, he has the Judg- 
44 ment of his Barber ftill on hjs fifle. Pray, 
44 - Mr. Free-Thinker* undeceive this indefatigable 
44 Gentleman, by letting him know, as he pretends 
44 to a publick Spirit, that his Diligence might 
44 prove extreamly advantageous to himfttf; and 
44 not ufeleft to Society, would he humble his 
44 Thoughts to their prober Pitch : Whereas, by 
44 *hiV prefent Applications, he tftay gmw blind * 
44 "but, never famous Jot weaJlhy. ' >' » 

u 'Thi Son of Sbrttcb has finely fet forth the 

44 XJfefolrtds of the ''iAKKobr Occupations, ill Life i 

44 in order to fake'Men oflF from -Purfuits, which 

44 ; are not fuitaWe to their Condition or Education. 

..' * * -. "After 
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u After ft xttj ti^m Dufcriprionr df ftverid Mc^ 
" chanical Trades, he fays* M ifttfe frqfi tttheit 
c * Hands y arid ei>tty**t is kui/4 in bit Work: Uftb- 
44 otittk*fii tannm adtt'b*hhdHt*i< Andtbq 
H ,/knff «tf rf«Wf# *?&*><# **#f */*//, mr go up arti 
u down* they /hall not be faagtit for in fublid 
m Gtmfei i 1Mr fit high in tb&Getigregamn : 77>ef 
< # /kail not fit on the fidget 8ea$+ mr dntfcrjhmd th 
** Sentine* offfudgmm w fh*y >c**n9* declare Ju* 
* % ftkt and Jiu%meht i and tkqiballm bt fidatd 
*• token Par Met- are fpoken; ^B*t y they will nad* 
M tain the State of th> World j and their Defm is 
»Uth*mr* of their ifrajt. ^ . , 

" Be f o kl I conclude, 4 muft farther intaeat 
^*yi(r, iW the Good of the C<«nmuAky, toadmo- 

* hifl* all the pt&Ming, Mrktocil Incumbents over 
u Foltes, hot to wafterMr Time and tbeir Mo* 
w ney, hencefcinvard, uport Books ; i*te, to provide 
" fhemfelvts trkh prdjpef -Tools'afid Inflruments, 
^ to aftfwitr At Purpofes of Natwe* by taruftitg H 
u their Hafids, and relieving their Brain from Stu- 

* dies/ to whichnfaey were never deftined^ I am, 

', -x. \fiur tibedtent Servant hndWett- ttijbity ' 

I; I {ttftpotied the Letter; lof this Jagenipus .and 
&ien^rCelr«fpcm^eQt to this Day 5 .foreseeing, it 
tofruUoiMtiftr ilteftrat^ ^heJOp^Eines inscribed, on 
^•*'TM»P>b}H»Vft I .bftVf ijeiply iuri&ed. As 
this (to the heft of s*y Remembrance) is trie firft 
Sample, L have yet received, x>f the good Seofe 
of Mr. J. T. I make it my Requeft to him/ (for 
my Emolument and hi* own ^Improvement) that 

...:-' \ " he 

- * 2**138, 139. i 4 r, 142. '/ 
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hp will frequently look; Into himfelf ai?d other* j f ; 
and tianfmit his.Qbfervatiojift of cvery,Jtindn to 
me; ,- / rj ; v- , • 

Th i* Gentleman's I^te* plainly fljews, bow, 
neceflary it 19 for every Man to become acquainted ' 
with himfelf, that he may not bowl through Life' 
with a wrong Biafe. A diligent (land doth net - 
always make rich. The abpvementipned miftaken . 
Afan is feborioufly idle ; the mo^e pain? he. tpkes^* 
the left he tbrives } and untofc he cati ( Jea*n tp Jurqw. < 
himfelf, he is in a fair, way to imppv^rifh his Fa-; ; 
mUy, by the Sweat of his Brow*. - r 

But, befide the for$faid Miiapplic^KHiy thcra. 
i* another fort of faulty Diligence, which is as tm- 
* pertinent,, though not & common, #s tin* former 
How many Men are thereof j^ed&fe^pfdiQ&fQn* 
whofe whole Ambition is to excel in Trifles, as dif- 
ficult, as they ar$ ufelefs? One (hall pra&ife in- 
cefftntty to Squire the Habit of ftrifcing. a %nna 
Circle, by the Gauge of his Hand 1 another, to 
gain the Knack of flinging a fmall Grain through 
the Eye^f aNeedfe,; and a third pride hinjfdf tipon 
the Renown of being able to lead a £fea captive in 
Chains t W h e n, with the f a me In d uftry right l y <m^ 
ploy'd, each of thefe Virtuo&Y.might have grown 
eminent in "fomeufeftil Dexterity. -- — 

There are, likewife, fome Perfons of over- 
abundant Care, w3i6 for want of ^previous Reflex 
£tion, give themfelves up to a fqperfluqus.QihV 
gerice \ and labour, without Jtlekxation, to accpm- * 
pHlh what is already done to cfceir hands. I re- " 
member to have heard* of a raaarkable Iaftance of 
this kind of Folly in a zeilotitfPrqfeftant, uvthe;* r 
Reign of King James the Second. When thePo- 
pifli Priefts begaii to appear opealy in their Habits, 
in the Streets of London ; he concluded the Eqgl{fl>, 
Bible would not only be foon excluded the .Churches, 

bat 
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but totally deftroyed, in si fbort time. Therefore, 
irt the Sincerity of his^ Heart, he fet himfelf the 
Task of tranferibing every Day a Portion of the 
Canonical Books: And when he Had fini(hed his 
Work, he, communicated to a Friend the great 
Service, he had done to Religion ; (hewed him his* 
Manuscript, and (aid, he was going to bury it fe- 
crctly under ground ; in hopes, it might in fia- 
ture Times be providentially brought ti light, 
when aH the other Copies were reduced to' Aflie*. 
Hereupon, his Friend asked him ; whether it would 
not have coft bim lefs pains, and anfwered his In- 
tentions more fully, to conceal a Number of prin- 
ted Bibles in different Places ? To which, the poor 
Man reply'd, with aftonrthment ; That he never 
thought of the Expedient. 



1 N° 144. Friday Auguft.7. 1719. 
.a . * XJtiU dulci. 



IT is faid of the late Duke of "Buckingham*, who 
was famous for being equally laviOi of his Wit 
and hi^ Money, that when he invited a fprightly 
itfixt Company to dine with him^ he would often 
have a concealed Amatmenfis to take Minutes of 
the Table-Talk ; that in the Evening, he might 
divert his more intimate Companions with the fe- 
veral Digreffien*, Incoherences, and odd Notions, 
which were ftarted at Dinner. It happened one 
day, ( as my Story goes.) that one of the Guefts, 

who 
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who was a Chymift, while be was over-eager in an 
Argument, eat Salt with powdered Beef, whiqh 
the r£ft of the Company thought had lain, too long, 
m t the Brine. JJereupon a Mufwjan, who fat pver- 
aggi&fttfae Chyniift, asked him 5 if he could give 
9 JReaibn for his extraordinary manner of Diet ; 
The Virtuofo (thinking it a Reflection on his Pro- 
feffion to feem ignorant- in the Ufe of Salts) re- . 
- plied i the Beef was pver-feafoned : And, a general 
Laughter arifing upon his Anfwer, he gravely ad* 
<Jed ; That Salt Beef j eaten with Salt, was as frefh 
as frefh Beef 5 and La. fome refpecis, : freiher ; This 
Aphorifm, when it came to be read at Night, was 
(for the Singularity of it) thought worthy to be re- 
corded, as a {landing Jeft upon the Adapts. 

This Frafiice of the Duke's .might be improv- 
ed, to, very good purpofe, in the Evening-Conver- 
^ factions of ingenious Men ; who, in the Run of 
. Difcourfe, often ftrike out Obfervations, which 
they would be glad to orecolled, the; next Morning. 
T9 explain my felf, by an Example : Six Gentle- 
men (Well met) fate one Evening, over a mode- 
rate Bowl of Punch. " A Standiflh and a Sheet •{ 
. -M Paper lying on the Table (fyys Bianta) will be 
*' no Interruption to Good Fellow(hip;Who knows, 
c< but we may giyejthe /r^- Thinker a Holiday, by 
" throwing one Hoar's Con verfation into (omt Me- 
?«<* thod ? We have not ftudied, to converfe only 
" Jike Brocaded Things, Do we not know, that 
?' Men accuftomed to think, . can raife ufefiul 
" Reflexions out of the flighted Hints ?" The 
Motion was a greed to: When Ftdetio propofed, 
. for^ Trial of Skill, that every other Perfon (bould 
tell a flaoxt Story ; upon which, his Right-hand 
Man (hould be obliged to furniihibme uncommon 
Remarks. * This Motion was likewife affented to ; 
and they drew Lots: Whereby, it was Bian&'s 

Chance 
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Chance to begin with a Story ; which be introdu- 
ced in the -following Manner. 

" I congratulate myfelf doubly upon the Favoa- 

w 'rablenefe'aPiriy Lot ; firft, in that the labouring 

<c Oar does not- lie On- me 5 and ne*f, that I ha»e 

u a Partner, whofe Invention caft adorn the moft 

« c barren Subject Therefore* I (hall not have ic- 

" cotrrfe to either Hiftory or Fi&iony for a Scofy 

* c fraught with Inftru&ion ; but, give jtou a lajte 

" Incident in Low Life* (the Truth of 'which I 

u can atteft) feemirtgly of little fignlficancv. A- 

w bout 4lie Tube of the late unnatural Rebellion, 

u there were Two Foot-Soldiers in Ireland, who, 

41 upon a Rejoicing Day^ were'greattydiftreffedftr 

" Want of Powder, to exprels their Joy. To their 

«5 misfortune, they contrived to get, by ftealth, 

€ * intp the Magazine belonging to their Barfacb ; 

/^wherev .finding no lbofe Poi/Kter, one of them 

' " ha4 (Ke Ingenuity to pierce a Barrel, with' a red- 

•"** hpt Iron :• Inffcntly, the whole Store of Powder 

" was blown up ; and both the poor Wretches de- 

\ « ftroyeoV s „.,-"' 

u I am pleafed, fays Euphue$l to obferve the 
* ftrpggle there h between Mirth and Companion, 
** in all your Countenanced," upon this rtdioulous 
" Difafter. But, my Friend hasfet me a Task, of 
« which I know not how t Biall be able to acqtfit 
€i my felf/* Then, paufing a while, 1 he faid ; ** Wc 
€i need not be very much Turprifed at the auk- 
«' .ward Ingenuity of this fimple Fellow, if we con- 
" fider ; that politicians, Courtiers, Divines, Law- 
** yers, Phyficians, and Merchants, are often guilty 
€i of as obvious and fetal Overfights, in their diflfe- 
<4 rent Ways of 'Reafoning. How many go to 
c# work with improper Tools ? How many think 
" by Halves ; and (like the Soldier) do not fee an 
«* Inch 'before them * How many ControverfiaKfts 

"(of 
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44 . (of late) have blown up the Caufe, they undertook 

44 to defend ? In a word j t every ra(b, inconfide- 

44 ,rate ^Mau nja$ a jed-hot Iron into a Barreji of 

44 ^un-Powder.. , 

-» ^"Whzu -thefe two tGentfemen had received tbp 

Xj^anks of the •Company, Irenarchus took his t;ur# 

fte^, faying ; /" I (hall follow the Example qf 

44 Bianco, by taking likewife^a Story in Low Life* 

"to which I happened to be a Witnefs ; and J. 

44 qm^riorj.ript, but my Right-hand Man, willarv- 

44 fwcr ; o^f ExneiSLations^ in anirriadyerting upon it. 

.** Qq thc.fejgljth q{ jfune laft, there was, an Exe- 

4C cation of &ve,3^1cfa<9:ours..; and a Surgeon ob- 

44 <|aijjed one of r the Bodies, to be difle&ed. The 

44 .Body was conveyed to his Houfe ; though nQt 

;* 4 ifo* priyateiy, but fome of the Populace got no- 

*'jpf&#l>iti $nd the Widow of the Deceafed was 

-" flftW4^fff^» : w ^ f ere ^ e Corps of her very 

< *" J*fi? fJwW ?* fe .x 'rF^e Woman came irnme- 

44 ,$0tely Jfotfie SiyjeoiiVHoiift, attended with a 

, 44 ..cl^o|ous 'Ijtetiijiue, to. refcue the dead Body of 

44 her Jju«barid from the Terrours of Anatomy. 

44 The SuqgePI thinking flie might be miftaken, 

44 fyffered.her to go up into the Garret to yie.W 

4 < the : Cqri^ ,jShe i^rned&telv threw herfelf up- 

44 on the Body, embracing and J " the 

_ 44 . utjmoft Signs. of Grief and F was 

44 ; i^/orced from, it, wftbojutjgi In 

44 the iqean time, the Family ne r e of 

44 Mifc^ief from the unruly Po^ >rs 5 

44 they gave the poor Wom&n a Shilling to afluage 

4C her Ityftoty apd fend her away irj better Tem- 

. 44 pe/. Hereupon, her Countenance fnftantiy 

44 changed 5 ijbe fpk in her Hand ; put the Money 

44 lxx$o her Pocket; and.faid, It was the only Shilling 

1* Jbt had ever got by him>Jince her Marriage. She 

" cpnfented to let them ufe the Body, as thejr 

" pleafed ; 
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** pleafed ; and prom j fed to come the nextday, to 
* € fee the Operation . 

" ** My LeadetV Narration" (feys Latrtes) has 
€ * juftly thrpwn a Mixture of Indignation andSuf- 
t€ prife into yout Smiles. The ftrange, and almoft 
€< incredibly Behaviour - of this Woman, brings 
w to my Mind fomfe Reflexions, I have formerly 
«• made upon Mankind. Perfons of refined Spirits 
€< and fublime Notions, and whofe Birth and Edu* 
c< cation has placed them too high to look into the 
" Meanneffes if. their own Species, cannot readily 
" conceive there fbould be fuch a Vulgarity in hu- 
*' man Naturfe, as has been (hewn tis1>y Irenarcbus. 
*' On the other hand j bafe, degenerate Souls, bred 
" in 'Ignorance and Di (honour, are incapable of 
" comprehending the Excellencies and the SubG- 
** mities of an Heroick Mind : And, when fuch 
" Earthlings hear, or read, of a gallaWt Adion or 
" a noble Paffion, they immediately cemejude it to 
iC be all Romance; invented to lead the Credulous 
" out of the Pra&fce of the World. Thus, one 
" part of Mankind is placed, as it were, out of 
<c fight of /the other : And the Phitofopher only, 
u who reflefts much upon the Virtues and the Vices 
" of Men, can diftindiy difcern the Iwo Extremes 
"of Life. 

" These two Gentlemen were, lrkewifc, a|>- 
plauded for their Performance: And when the 
Company had drank round, Fidelio began, as fol- 
lows. " The Story, which occurs to me, is in 
" high Life : Neverthelefs, it (hall not rife in Dig- 
i€ nit)* above either of the two foregoing Pieces ; 
<c that my Affociate may not be deprived of the 
" Glory of throwing out ufeful Reflections, on 
u no important Subject. A Correfpondent of 
** mine in the Northern Parts of Eurofe> tn one 
iC of his Letters, entertained me with an Account 
^ "of 
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" of fome Rope-Dancers, that came (Jaft Winter) 
" to the City, where the Court then refided. Thefe 
" Vagabonds had the Honour to (hew their Feats 
" of Activity before the Sovereign of the Country ; 
" And, his Majefty being highly delighted with 
" their Performances ; the Nobles likewife, in 
" x:bm,plaifance to their Matter, attended thefe 
" Exercifes : But, their Hearts were forrowful, 
'f when they perceived their Prince took a pa?- 
" ticular liking to thefe Foreign Agilities. And 
u * why ? Truly, becaufe they feared his Majefty 
*' would oblige them, at the hazard of their Limbs, 
rt to learn to dance upon the Ropes, for his Diver- 
" fion. 

" You have juflly applauded this ihort Article 
" of News with a genuine, unmixt Laughter ; 
"&y$Eutrapelus. I can hardly perfuade myfelf 
" to interrupt your Mirth wfch any thing ferious 
" upon it. However, to conform to Rules ; What 
V cndlefs Fears and Jealoufies m«fl: alarm- the Sub- 
*- c je6b of a Defpotick Prince, who is no great 
" Philofopher ! They die beneath his Frowns ; and 
<c they live in Terrpur under his Smiles c : There 
c * is no certain Method of foftening the one, nor 
«5 of fixing the Qther 5 fince, they are both influen- 
<* ced by the .Capricioufnefs of a Will, that a£fo 
" without Controll. The Grandees* who are more 
c< immediately under bis Eye, are in more confpi- 
u cuous Danger thaa the inferiour People, who- 
c< efcape his Notice. All are Slaves alike j and 
" the Nobleman is but the Fore-Hoife in the 
« Team.". - 



Vol. Ill, I N 1 

' " Digitized by VjOOQLC 



194 The Fre£-T hi nicer. N° 14^ 



N° 145. Monday, Augufl: 10. 1719. 



Nil nojlri miferere ? mori me denique coges ? 

VlRG. 



To the Free-Thinker. 

SIR, July 30. 17 19.* 

44 T5 Y how much the Soul is more noble and 
14 «D generous, by fo much is the Force of Paf- 
44 fion more dangerous. There lived not a braver 
44 Man than Dorillus. His Senfe, his Good-Na- 
44 ture, and his Affability, highly recommended 
44 him to all, who knew him. In the Field, there 
44 was not a more intrepid, nor a more judicious, 
w Officer : Affectionate towards his Friends ; di-* 
44 verting and inftruftive in his Converfation. The 
44 only Unhappinefs of his Life was, his adoring 
44 the only Woman, that difregarded 'him. A* 
** his Admiration and Love, fo her Scorn and 
(( Averllon increafeel : Till at laft, (he told him ; 
44 if he would make, her happy, he muft refdlve* 
" never to fee her more. He vowed 5 then, HkC 
" (hould be happy : And, immediately withdrew, 
44 He no focmer came into hisown Apartment, but 
4C (the Lady's Unkindnefe over-powering his Rea- 
" fon) he writ the following Letter ; and fent it 
-** by his Servant. 

Cflvmi. 
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Cruel Eudosia, 

« nnHE unfortunate BoriHus has effeclually per- 
il x formed hh Promife* and fe cured your liappi- 
cc nefs. In the agreeable Moment* you Jhall read 
" This* I amjlruggling with the Pangs of Death. 
** The fame Hand t ha f guides the Pen in thefe Lines* 
'* will) before you have pen fed them, guide a trufty 
** Sword* to the Part where all thy Torments dwell. 

" O* Eudofia, you have made my Sufferings great ; 
c< but you have taken care* they Jhould not be lofting ! 
'" I blefsmy Dejiiny pronounced by you j fince* it re* 
4C lieves me from the Unkindnefs of one, I loved beyond 
<c all the Joys of Life. My latejl Wtjhes are* that 
€< your Merit may make you happy with a Man* wor- 
** tbier of your Affettions* than 

Dorillus. 



c< The Lady having run her Eye haftily over 
"«* the Letter ; the Servant who brought it was in- 
c< ftantly difpatched away, to prevent his Matter's 
** Purpofe: But, alas, too late,! For, he found him 
c * dead, upon his Sword. When the unwelcome 
<c News was carried back to Eudofia* her Heart 
c * was troubled beyond meafure, and her Eyes 
? c overflowed with a fruitlefs Companion. But ftill, 
<c in the mid ft of her Grief, fhe declared it impofli* 
<c ble for her, ever to, love Dorillus ; though flic 
c< believed him, the braveft Man on Earth : Ne- 
<c verthelefs ; fince it was not in her power to place 
<€ her Love upon the Perfon who moft deferved it ; 
* c No Man living Ihould ever poffefs it. From the 
<c gayeft Woman, (he became the moft referved 
c< and retired ; gave not the leaft Countehance to 
cc the Addreffes of any x>f her numerous Admirers ; 

1 2 ''and, 
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46 and, in a (hort time fecluded herfelf from the 
" World, in a Nunnery." 

Whether this Tragical Love-Story be, old 
or new ; whether it may be a Fidtion (as ijiope 
it is) or a true Account ; lam not able to deter- 
mine. The Perfon, who addrefled it to the Free- 
Thinker ^ has not cleared up my Doubts by any 
Circumftance, nor fupported his Narration by any 
Authority more, than what appears to my Readers. 
Neverthelefs, as there is nothing improbable in this 
ihort Narrative, and as the reading of it furniflied 
me wit,h fome Reflections, which I cannot afford 
to lofe ; I refolved to give it to the Publick. Be- 
sides, there is not any Occafion of Thinking, in 
which I take greater delight, than in Philofophi- 
zing on the Paflions : Since the Knowledge, and the 
Government of them is equally difficult ; at the 
fame time that, both the one, and the other, is 
uniyerfally of ufe to every Age* to either Sex, as 
well as to every Rank and Profeffion.- 

I. A great and generous Spirit (as we fee in D$- 
rlllus) is indeed liable to vehement Paflions ; as a 
full and vigorous Health is fubje& to the moft out- 
rageous Fevers. . A more than ordinary Tempe- 
rance is requifite to preferve fuch a Conftitution 
of Body ; and fuch a Temper of Mind is never 
fafe, but under the conftant Checks of the fobereft 
Reflection. A high-mettled Horfe requires a skil^ 
ful Rider ; and a gallant Soul, the Management of 
3 Philofopher. Learn, therefore, to know thy felf 
ietimes ; that thou may eft not raQily apply the Spur 
to a prevailing Paffion, which perpetually demands 
* .the Curb. This is a hard Leflbn ; but, the Task 
is glorious : Subdue thy own Defires \ be the Sove- 
reign of thy Paflions : And, let who will boatt of 
conquering the World \ thou haft fet thy felf above 
#. * 2. Eudo/ia's 
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2. Eudojia's fettled Scorn fhews us, that Merit 
is no Plea in Love : A Truth manifefted by nuill- 
berlefs Examples ; and known, time out of mind, 
in this Ifland, as appears by our Proverb, Thar 
KiJJlng goes by Favour. Upon this Topick, the Fair 

-Sex has been ccmftantly fatyrized, by their Ad- 
mirers : Neither will it fuit with my Impartiality 1 
to attempt to clear them of this Reproach ; but, I 
can fefely obferve, that the Men are, in this Fail- 
ing, as frail as the Women 5 as unaccountable irr 
their Averfions, and in their Likings ; and, that 
Love blinds as many Males, as Females. In vain - 
often, do both Sexes plead their Merit, either from 
their long Services, or the Conftancy of their Paf- 
fion. In vain often, is Birth and Education, Wit 
and Beauty, good Senfe, Comelinefs of Perfon, 
Sweetncfs of Temper, Vertue, Integrity and Fide^* 
lity, cconfpicuous in the Nymph, as well as in the 
Swain. Many Ladies doat ona Fop, or a Cox- 
comb ; and as many Gentlemen die for a Wanton, 
or a Coquette : And the fame idle Charms, by 
which the gay Pampbilus enfhared the Prude- like 
Honoria, are as powerful in Corinna to captivate 
the grave Euphorbus. 

3. All, who read the foregoing Story, will 
immediately condemn the Raflinefs of Dorillus: 
But, few (I doubt) are free enough from Preju- 
dice, to confider the hafty Refolution of Eudojia* 
in its true Light. Dorillus is guilty of an irrepa- 
rable Injury to his. Family, to v his Prince, to his 
Country, by cutting fiiort a valuable Life : Eudofta 
has like wife thrown away a valuable Life ; is loft- 
to her Family, and become unprofitable to So- 
ciety. The one lies immured in a Monument ; 
the other, buried in a Cloyfter j and both are dead 
to the World. Few will dare to imitate the un- 
warrantable Practice of Dorillus : Multitudes will 

I 3 glory 
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* 

glory in-tlie unrcafonal^ SuperJHtion of Eudofia : ' 
But, to an impartial Judgment, thefe are, in efted, - 
two Inftaoces of Self-Murder j only under different 
Appearances. 



N° 146. Friday, Auguft 14. 17 19. 

I ' ■ i ' ' ' " 

Vel quia nil reftum^ niji quod placuit Jibi, ducunt $ 
Vel quia turpe put ant par ere minoribus ; &f, qua 
lmberies didicere^ fenes perdenda fateri, 
O '- . Ho RAT. 



THERE is no preventing Miftakes and Irre- 
gularities, in any kind of Bufinefe. The fol- 
lowing Letter came not to my bands, till the fi$th 
Inftant ; for which Neglefl, I have reafon to be 
more concerned, than the Gentleman, who wrote 
it : Since, I have loft the Intercitof a Piece of 
good Senfe, for near three Months.' 

SIR, Oxford^ May 11. 1719. 

** A Mongft the feveral Difcouragements of Learn- 
u J\ i n g^ w hich you have confidered in an inge- 
" nious * Courfe of Leflu'res, on that Subject; I 
" do not remember, that you have taken any No- 
'* tice of one, which is too common : I mean the 
16 Imputation of being' Wife in our ozvn Conceit 
f< As Free^Thinking (which is the impartial Ufe 
of our Reafon) confifts in throwing off all the 

" Prejudices 
*N° 85, 87,89,91,111,113, 115, 117. 
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" Prejudices and wrong Impreffions of Cuftom and 
c< Education,and in examining the Nature ofThings, 
" without admitting 'a Majority of Opinions for 
<c the Evidence of any Truth ; fo it will, for ever, 
<€ meet with Oppofition from thofe narrow-mind- 
cc ed Men, who are refolved to know no more, 
" than their Fathers knew, and to reject every Nch 
€C tion, that innovates upon their Underftanding. 
tQ Accordingly we find, that when any Perfon, 
i€ out of a benevolent Regard to Mankind, cndea- 
u vours to improve or enlarge the fcanty Stock of 
* Q human Knowledge, and fteps over the common 
* c Line of Prejudice ; he draws upon him a malig- % 
* c nant Multitude of Sciolifts, who grow jealous of 
cc his fuppriour Abilities, and reward his generous 
" Labours for them, with the invidious Character 
*/ of being Wife in his own Conceit. 

<c This ungrateful Treatment of learned and 
* * ingenious Men deferves the utmoft Contempt of 
c * every one, who does not wife to fee us relapfe 
*' into the fame deplorable State of Ignorance and 
*' Barbarifm* from which we have been recovcir- 
4< ing, but a. few Ages. It cannot be doubted,, 
? c that the World has been deprived of many noble 
c< Productions, by this prevalent Maliginty : For 
'* the Fearfulnefs and the Modefty of a great many 
*' Gentlemen, of the fineft Parts, will not fuffer 
" them to run the ri.fque of becoming Authours ; 
€C which obliges them to carry their Knowledge, a- 
" long with them to the Grave. It is very pro- 
<c bable, the Number of great Men, who have 
<€ enlightened the Nation, would have been more 
u than double, had they not been deterred from 
" publishing their Knowledge, by the unpleafing 
*' Reflection that they fliould be thought Wife in 
" their own Conceit. 

I 4 \ "But, 
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cc But, there is no Study, in which a Man is 
€t more liable to this Imputation, than in his En- 
* c quiries into Religion. It being a common Opi- 
€< nion, that no Government can fubfift without 
** fome particular EJIabliJhed Form ofJVwJhip \ it 
" too often happens, that Ambition in fome, and 
u Ignorance in others, perverts the Original Infti- 
" tution of Religion from Divine, to Human, Pur- 
** pofes : And, when once fuch a Corruption is be* 
<c come general among the Clergy, how cafy is it 
" for them to implant in the People any Principles, 
lt that may be moft fcrviceable to their feltUh De- 
" figns ? We may fee, in Pagan, in Mahometan, 
46 and in Popifb Countries, how zealous the People 
** are for the Abfurdities in which they have been 
" educated ; and how implacably aftive againft 
" thole, who attempt to (hew them either the Er- 
" rours, or the Impieties, of (what they call) their 
" EJIabliJhed Church. 

" Reformations m Religion, how juft 
<c and reafonable foever, are always attended with 
" the fever eft Difficulties and Difcouragements. 
*' The Man, who enters upon a Work fo dange- 
" roufly Good, muft arm himfelf with Courage 
" and Refolution ; fo as to be able to fupport the 
" word Ufage, the moft inhuman Perfecution, as 
'"- well as patiently to bear the keeneft Reproaches, 
*' and the vileft Calumnies, from Superftitious 
%6 -Bigots. It was an Objection againft ChriJl'ixA 
" his Apojllcs ; it was an Objection againft our 
* c glorious Reformers ; and it ft ill continues an Ob- 
" jedtion againft fome excellent Prelates and Di- 
4C vines ; that they are Wife in their own Conceit. 

" These Thoughts, Mr. Freethinker ', were 

** occafioncd by a Sermon,- preached yefterday 

" before this Univerfity. I was forry to find a 

" Man of Character for good Senfe and Learning 

. " give 
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" give into the indecent Practice of railing in the 
" Pulpit againft his Superiours, by giving an Edge 
** to a general Text, and directing it againft parti- 
cc cular Perfons. I would only deilre this Prea- 
" cher to confider, that the Accufation, be brought 
<c againft fome worthy Perfons,' of being Wife in 
€< their own Conceit^ might with much greater Ju- 
cc ftice be fixed upon another Tribe. Let any 
*' impartial Man determine, who are more JVife in 
€< their own Conceit j Thofe, who with a rational 
<c Humility (as fallible Men) entertain in their 
€< -Breafts a Religious Doubting^ and judge charitably 
" of all Chriftians, that differ from them ; or they, 
c< who prefumptuoufly pronounce themfelves, a- 
<c lone, in the Right ; and command all, under. 
cc Pain of Damnation, to fubmit to their arbitrary 
cc Decifions. I am, 

s i k; 

Tour conftant Reader^ 

Philalethes; 

My Fellow-Labourer* ■' Auguft 13. 1719; 

IN that continued Line of Lectures, which tends 
more immediately to the fupport of Truth, and 
to promote the free Study of Arts and Sciences, X 
have difcourfed hitherto only in very generaf 
Terms ; that the Multitude of my Readers 
may more readily comprehend me, when I (hall 
(In due time) defcend to Particulars. If, then, 
you will be pleafed to turn to the fecond Sec- 
tion of the hundred and thirteenth, and to the 
Cbnclufion of the hundred and feventeenth, Pa- 
per ; you will find, that I have in general Wordg 
hinted at the Difcouragement of Learning* which 

I 3 . you 
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}ou have particularized with great Judgment and 
ngenuity. 

Th£re is, indeed, in the Republick of Let- 
ters, a fevere OJlracifm^ eftablifhed by an almoft 
univerfal-Ccnfent ; by which the Men of adiftin- 
guifbed Merit, are, in a manner, banifbed from 
their Studies. The Ignorant and the Difingenuous 
Students have entered into a fhameful Combination 
againft the Free Enquirers. What Expedient, then, 
remains for us Philofophers, but to exhort one an- 
other (as Cicero exhorted his Fellow-Citizens never 
to defpair of the Common-wealth) more earneflly 
t6 fight the Battles of Truth, and to raife our Re- 
folution above the feeming Defperatenefs of our 
Caufe^ Let us clofe our Ranks, and bear down 
the undifciplined Multitude, in a firm, compared 
Phalanx. Let us rife, and quit our (elves like 
Men. If our Hearts fail us in the Day of Adyer- 
fity, our Courage is but frnall. We are Free lVfenj 
and Proteftants : Neither the Laws of our Coan- 
try, nor the Religion we profefs, oblige us to lay 
down the Weapons of Reafon, and to fign a dis- 
honourable Peace with the Bond-Men of Ignorance 
and Superftition. At leaft, if we cannot yet extend 
our Conquefts ; let us maintain the Provinces of 
Knowledge, which our Fore- Fathers gained by dint 
of Argument, in defiance of the Discouragements 
of Bigotry, armed with Persecution. 

I (ball, in a proper time, confider the Art, the 
Ufe, and the Abufe, of Preaching ; as I have al- 
ready * promifed : For which Reafon, I at pre- 
fent omit the Obfervations, which I might juftly 
make upon the latter Part of your Letter. I hope 
the Accident, which has fo long deprived me of 
the Satisfa&ion of acknowledging the favour of 

your 
# N°93. . 
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your Correfpondence, will not incline you to be 
(hereafter) unmindful of, 

str, 

lour moji obliged and 

moji obedient Servant, 
The Freb-Thinker. 



N Q 147. Monday, Auguft 17. 1719. 



Artibus ingenuis forma juvanda bona ejl. 

OriDi 



TJT0 R the farther Encouragement of my Female 
_•* Difciples (fays 'the Free-Thinker in the third 
Papfer) / propofe, in the Progrefs of my Lectures, 
to enlarge their Faculties, and open their Thoughts 
by degrees \ fo as, in the End, to fet them upon 
the Level with my own Sex, in our boafied Superio- 
rity of Re a f on. 

Ever fince I made this Promife, I have been 
mindful of the Ladies in all my Philofophical Leo 
tures, by delivering the moft abftrafted Notions 
in familiar Term?. I have likewife employed the 
colouring of Metaphors, Similitudes, Illuftrations 
and Allufions ; fo as, by the Lights and Shades of 
Language, to image out the Principles of Know- 
I 6 * ledge, 
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ledge, and to paint to the Understanding thofe 
Truths of Philofophy, which are darkly traced in 
the Works of the Learned. For this Reafon, I 
have (from time to time) called upon my Coun- 
try-Women to give me their Attention : And, it 
js with pleafure I learn, that my Labour is not loft. 
However, fince I am informed, that many of my 
Fair Pupils have, by undervaluing their Capacities, 
wholly negltcled thofe Dlfcourfes, which would' 
turn moftlo their Advantage and Glory ; before I 
proceed farther in the general Openings of the 
Mind (which I hope to finifh, when I have com- 
pleated the Porch of Knowledge) I (hall, in this and 
.the enfuing Paper, endeavour to excite ail, but tbe 
Dunces of the Sex, not to flight the Opportunity 
offered to them of embelliftting their Urlderftand- 
ings' ; and to confider themielves, not only as beau- 
tiful, but likewife as rational, Creatures. 

And, why fhould not Women learn to phile- 
fophize i It would be a new Falhion : But, that 
Objedion (methjnks) is alone fufEcient to recom- 
mend the Propofal, were it never fo extravagant. 
It would, indeed, be a new Faflrion in Great Bri- 
tain : But, it was common amongft the Greek and 
Roman Ladies. . It was likewife very falhionabk 
amongft the French Ladies, till of late, to apply 
themfelves to Knowledge ; and feveral Treatifes of 
Philofophy were written* for their Inftru&ion, ia 
their Native Language. And, fhall our Females^ 
who have copied moft of the* French Levities to 
admiration, not attempt to rival their Neighbours 
In ope Excellency ? Let them but try the natural 
Force of their Ingenuity in liberal Amufements; 
and I dare engage, they will as far exceed the Fe- 
male Students of France in every kind of Learning, 
as they furpafs them in all the genuine Charms .of 
Beauty. 

If 
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If our lovely Spinfters,^ who have as much Lei- 
* fure and as good Eyes for Reading as, our Youths 
have, did but know the Pleafure of found Know- 
ledge, they would find the Fictions of Novels and 
Romances to be infipid Amufements, compared to- 
the Realities of Philofophy : And, by that time the 
Free-Thinker grows" as Voluminous, as the Grand, 
Cyrus: he does not queft ion, but he (hall be ho- 
noured with a Shelf in every Virgin's Clofet ; and v 
be thought a more entertaining Author. When 
this defirable Period of Time fhall be accompli&ed, 
our young Gallants fhall no longer glory in their 
Ignorance ; but, every Lover fhall think it requi- 
site to furnilh himfelf with a Competency of Com- 
mon Senfe. The frank Philofopher fhall be the 
favourite Suiter; and the rich Heir, fur rounded 
with Prejudices, fhall be reckoned a hideous Crea- 
ture in his gilt Chariot. 

By this Means, a mutual Emulation will be 
kindled between the refined Part of both Sexes ; 
each contending, which fhall become moft Reafon- 
able. Love and Wifdom fhall dwell in the fame 
$reaft ; Domeftick Jars be converted into pleafing. 
Debates; and Children improve in Vertife and 
Knowledge, from the Table-Talk of their Parents. 
Then, do I fee the Declenfion of Piquet and Om- 
bre, of Baffet and Hazard ; the Reduction of 
Hoop* Petticoats 5 and the final Abolition of Maf-, 
querades. 

The groundlefs Fears and Apprehenfions, the 
fuddain Frights upon trivial Accidents, the tyran- 
nizing Paffions, and the Dejection of Spirits, to 
which Women are fubject, in a more extraordinary 
Degree than Men, are ftrong Motives to induce 
. them to fly early to Philofophy, for Refuge from 
thefe dreadful Calamities, which grow r$ore im- 
portunate by being indulged. A delicate Imagi- 

nation,' 
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Nation, that is not fortify.'d on all fides by Reafon, 
is perpetually haunted with a thoufand idle, di- 
ftracling Appearances : and by how much a Fe- 
male Mind, is of a more delicate Make, than the 
Male ; by (6 much, does it ftand more in need of 
a rational Habit of Thinking, to fecure its Happi- 
nefs. 

To infpire my fair Pupils with the Love of 
Truth, and to make therh ambitious after Know- 
ledge ; I have (for their nextFriday's En terrain ijient) 
extracted from Ancient Hiftories the fliining Cha- 
racter of an Emprefs, who excelled the Men of her 
Age in Learning, and the Women in Beauty. la 
the mean time, I (hall cjbfe this Half-Qieet, by ap- 
plying my felf tp Parents in general, to turn the 
Hearts of their Daughters to know IVtfdom^ and In- 
JfrucJion y to perceive the Words of Underflanding. 
There is no Deformity in Knowledge ; it neither 
disfigures the Features, nor wrinkles the Skin, nor 
fpoils the Complexion : On the other hand, a beau- 
teous Simpleton never opens her Lips, but the 
Charms of her Face all vaniQi in the Prefence of 
Reafon, like Snow before the Sun. Let it liie- 
wife be confidered, that Learning is the cheapeft 
Amufement 5 and that a good Book may be pur- 
chafed for the Price of a Pack of Cards. The Ma- * 
iters of Sciences are, likewife, to be procured at 
very reafonable Rates : The Free-Thinker teaches 
regularly a whole Family twice a Week, for Four- 
Pence 5 and a Dancing- Matter (I fpeak it with Re- 
gret) is paid for one Leflbn more, than he receives 
for a Quarter's Inftru&ion. Laftly, to animate the 
young Ladies to be fedulous in the perufal of my 
Philofophical Lectures ; I will undertake to enable 
them, in a few Months more, I "do not fay to 
pofe their Brothers ; but to judge, whether they 
have mif-employ'd their.Time at the Universities. 
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• Afo« ilia loco, neque origins gentis 



Clara , fed arte fuit. - 

Ovid. 



WH E N the Emperor Theodojius (the Younger) 
had refolved upon making Choice of a 
Confort ; he would often advife with his Sifter Pul- 
cheria Auguft a y concerning a proper Perfon. PW- 
cheria gave up her whole Time and Attention to 
enquire otft a worthy Partner of her Brother's Bed, 
amongft the Number of young Ladies, of Noble 
or of Royal Blood, whom (he (in this Vjew) edu- 
cated within the Palace, under herownlnfpec"iiori. 
Theodojius had declared to his Sifter, that his De- 
fire was to have a Virgin of fuch extraordinary Beau- 
ty, as might eclipfe the Luftre of all the bright Dam- 
(els of Conftantinople 5 and, if befides, (he was of 
a Royal Lineage, that* he (hould be the better plea- 
fed : But that, in his Eftimation, neither Noblenefs 
of Birth, nor Royal Defcent, nor the Addition of 
Wealth (hould come in competition with Beauty. 
For that, upon th£ Whole, let her Family be never 
(b obfcure, the Virgin of the moft finifhed Charms, 
(hould be his Bride. The Emperour's Refolution 
being fully known, in this Particular 5 Pukberia&tf- 
patched Perfons of Judgment into all Parts of the 
World, in queft of Beauty: And Paulinus^ a young 
Favourite Courtier (who had been educated in the 

Palace 
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Palace with Theodojius) ftudied likewife to gratify 
his Mailer's Inclinations, and made bis. Addreffcs 
every where among the Ladies, to find out a match- . 
lefs Maid. 

About this time, it came to pafs, that Athtr* 
na'is (a Greek Virgin, of exquifite Make and Fea- 
ture, and extraordinary Learning) came to Conftan- 
.tinople^ upon the following Occafion. Her Father, 
who was a very learned Man, had inferted the fub- 
fequent Claufe in his Will : " Lgive, to my dearly 
" beloved Daughter, only one Hundred Pieces of 
" Money ; becaufe her Beauty, and her Erudition, 
cc in which fhe excels her whole Sex, will be a fuf-" 
" ficient Portion to her." When the Will came 
to be opened, upon the Father's Dtceafe, and Athe* 
na'is faw, (he was in exprefs Words cut off from 
her.full Share of the Inheritance ; (he apply'd her- 
felf for Redrefs to her two Brothers, who were 
made Co-heirs. She hung upon: their Knees, be- 
feeching them, that they would not infift upon the 
Inequality of the Will ; but, fuffer her to come in 
for the Third 'Part of- her Father's Eftate; fince 
they knew, (he did not deferve to be difmherited 
by the leaft Forfeiture in her Duty towards him. 
Neverthelefs, her Brothers were inexorable : They 
not only flighted the Petition of their Sifter j 
but, in their Anger, turned her out of her Father's 
Houfe. • 

Hereupon, Atbenais fled to her Aunt, by 
the Mother's fide, who not only entertained her r 
as her Ward y but gave her Protection, as a Virgin. 
This Lady conducted her to her Father's Sifter y 
and, both the Aunts agreeing to undertake the Caufe 
of their fair Niece, they commenced aSuitagainft: 
her Brothers. They acquainted the molt religious 
Princefs Pulcheria, of the fevere Ufage, (lie had 
met with from hsr own Brothers ; and, at the fame 

time* 
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time, took an Opportunity to commend Athe~ 
ftais for her Eloquence. 

Wh e n Pukheria found (he was a Damfel of 
extraordinary Beauty,Learning, and Eloquence 5 (he 
asked her Relations, whether (he was a Virgin ? 
The Prince/s being thoroughly informed of the 
great Care the Father of AthenaU had taken of her 
Chaftity, and how (he bad been trained up, by him,' 
in a long and regul^/ Inftitution of Philofophy ; 
Orders were given, (he (hould be entertained in 
the Palace amongft the Ladies, whom Pulcheriah^i. 
ailembled : And her Aunts were difmiffed with an 
Affurance, that their Petitions (hould be granted. 
When the Princefs heard the beautiful Stranger 
make her own Complaint, and relate the Circum- : 
{lances of her injurious Treatment, and her Con- 
duct upon it ; (he was fufficiently convinced of her 
Eloquence, of her Prudence, and the admirable' 
Dexterity, with which (he had managed her own 
Affairs. Upon this, (he determined to ufe her En- 
deavours to marry Atbenais to fhe Emperour : And 
to promote her Defign, (he acquainted him, that (he 
had at laft found an unblemi&ed young Virgin, of 
an Exquifite Form : HerFore-head fair andfmooth ;"■ 
her Lineaments lovely ; her Features regular ; her 
Skin white as Snow ; her Eyes large \ her Hair flow- 
ing in yellow Curls ; her Air uncommon ; Wo- 
manlike in her Motion ; Learned, and of a Greek 
Extraction. 

The youthful Theodojius was fired with the De- 
fer ipt ion of fo com pleat a Beauty : When, fending 
for his Friend and Favourite Paulinus^ht defired his 
Sifter to appoint Athenau an Audience in her A- 
partment, under the pretence of fpeaking with her 
about her own Bufinefs ; that, by this means, He 
and his Favourite might behold her unveiled. She 
was accordingly introduced into the Apartment of 

the 
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the Princefs ; where Tbeodofius viewed Jier, witfc 
Raptures; and Paulmus* with Aftoni&ment. Soo% 
after, (he was converted to Christianity j for, ilhe 
had been bred a Pagan, of the Greek Religion* 
Hereupon, Ptdcberia font for Aniens the Brfliop ta 
baptize her, by the Name-of Eudocia : And, im- 
mediately after, (he was married to the Empe- 
rour. 

EUDOCIJ, theEmprefs, was a Perfon of ve- 
ry extraordinary natural Abilities ; which (be had 
improved by all kinds of Latin, as weU a* &•&*&& 
Literature. She was Miftrefc of both the A&ive 
and Contemplative Parts of Philofophy : Shcsper- 
fe&ly underftood the Art of Speaking eloquently, 
and of Reafoning. juftly j and knew the Methods 
of Proving and Convincing by Arguments^ as well 
as of Refuting^ Adverfaries 5 . in which, no Ktan was 
ever fo great a Proficient. She attained to a more 
perfe£ Knowledge of Aftronomy, of Geometry^ 
and of the Proportions of Numbers, than any one 
could boaft 0f, in her Time, To tfcefe Accona- 
plifhments, the added, the Skill of Poetry : And,; 
while many famous Oratours published Panegy ricks 
on TbeodoftuS) for his Vi<9tory over the Perfians% 
the Emprefs compofed Poems in Heroick yerfe, 
on the fame Occafion. For thefe and other Po- 
etical Works, fhe was fo much celebrated, that 
two of the Hiftorians ftyle her the Post, while the 
reft call her the Philofopher. 

I muft not omit to mention, one Paffage more, to 
the honour of Eudocia ; which will at once fhew 
the united Force of her Philofophy and her Chri- 
ftianity. She preferred her two Brothers to the two 
moft confiderable Employments in the Empire ; 
and, inftead of reproaching them, Ihe faid 5 If they 
had not obliged me to leave my Country J I fhouW 

flevec 
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never have vifited Conftantinople, whfre I am ad- , 
vanqed to Empire. 

I have already fhewn how highly Philofophy has 
been honoured in the Male Sex, by * 'Marcus An* 
toninus t And in Eudocia, we fee, it has been raifed 
to as great Dignity, by a Woman. So that, I 
hope, the Ladies will not, for the future, - fritter the 
Men to arrogate to themfelves the whole Glory of 
Learning ana Wifdorn. 
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■» ■ Anhrtum Piclura pafcit inani. 
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IN diftinguiflung the Merits of Men, as no Al- 
luiionsjaFe mote natural and eafy, more clear and 
oqprefliye, than thofe taken from weighing their dif- 
ferent Pretenfions in a Balance ; fo we find this Fi- 
gure made ufe of, by the moft ahcient and beft 
Authours. In the Book of Job- (which is allowed to 
be one of the Oldeft, as weil as one of the Sublimed, 
Pieces of Poetry) Job> in one Place, pathetically 
cries out ; 0, that my Grief were thoroughly weigh- 
ed 9 and my Calamity Mid in the Balances together! 
In another place, he prays; Letmebeweighedinan 
even Balance > that God may know mine Integrity ! 
In the Pfalms (which are bold and noble Compo- 
fttions in the Lyrick Kintf) the wicked Man is faid, 
to be deceitful upon the Weights 5 and, to be lighter 

than 
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than Vanity itfelf Daniel (who was the greateft 
and moft accomplished Man of hfs Age) declares 
to Bei/bazzar ; Thou art weighed in the Balance s 9 
-end found wanting. Homer, in his Iliad, reprefents 
Jupiter weighingin his golden Scales, at one Time^ 
the Fates of Greece and Troy \ at another, the De- 
ftinies of Achilles and Heclor. h. is well known, 
that Virgil has herein almoft tranflated Homer \ and 
that Milton has copied, and, at the fame time, ad- 
ded new Beauties to, the Fiction of the Greek and 
Latin Poet. But, the moft beautiful Imagery of 
this fort, is that mentioned by Plutarch, in a Tra- 
gedy of Mfchylus i wherein, at the fingle Combate 
of Achilles and Memnon,. the JMojuer-Goddefles 
(Thetis and Aurora) appear, one on the Right, 
the other on the Left, fide of Jupiter's Scales; each 
anxioufly imploring, that her Son'sFate might pre- 
vail in the Balance. From this Incident, the Tra- 
gedian gave to his Play the NzmeofPJycho/taJia ; 
which is fufScient to warrant my calling this Pa* 
per by the mechanical Term of Pfychojlaticks \ or r 
in plain Engllfl), the Weighing of Souls. And our 
own Language favours me yet farther in this Me-* 
taphor, which calls a Perfon of fuperiour Worth, a 
Man of Weight. 

G E B E S has reprefented Human Life in gene- 
ral, by a Picture in a Temple at Athens : In imi- 
tation of this ancient and lively way of Allegory, 
I (hall figure out fome particular InftancesoP weigh- 
ing the Merits and the Demerits of Perfons, in a 
Hiitory-Piece, proper to adorn an Apartment 
in the Houfeof any Britifh Nobleman, who thinks 
he can bear it. Let me, therefore, aHot two fpa- 
cious Rooms to this Defign : In the Outward, (ball 
be reprefented the Weighing of Falfe, and in the 
Inward and more retirea^ the Weighing of True, 
Merit, 
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" Methikks, as I enter the outward Room, 
a glaring Light dalles my Eyes ; whenHpoking up 
to the Roof,, 1 behold (at the farther End) zFAME 
of a monftrous Size^ like the Figure defcribtxj by 
Virgil: She blows a large Trumpet, feemingly b£ v 
Gold ; but, the Gilding is laid on fo thin, that the 
Brafs underneath may be eafily difcovered, by a ju- 
dicious Eye. The reft of the Cieling is filled with 
the Battles of Alexander , and the Conquefts of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, in the moft glittering and 
gaudy Colours. One half of the Compartment Is 
"full of French and EngliJJ) Cavaliers, fighting Da- 
els ;. the other half, of feveral Perfons with Rage 
and Defpair in their Looks ; fome with Bowls at 
their Lips, others withDaggers at their Breads ; and r 
in the Middle fits Cato^ with a fullen Brow, holding 
in one Hand Plato Of the Immortality of the Soul, 
and a Sword in the other. The Cornifh is embof- 
fed with Medallions of Modern Dramatlck Writers, 
Smatterers' inNaturalPhilofophy andMathematicks, 
^Pretenders to Free-Thinking, Party- Patriots, and 
the noify Zealots of every Communion. 

.On the, Walls, are various Experiments of PJy- 
chojlatich reprefented : Either Side difplays aNum- 
*ber of Scales ere&ed on Eminences, each at a pro- 
per Diftance, with a human Figure in every one 
of them, mounted up to the very Beam ; and un- 
derneath (lands Crouds of Spectators, in whofe Fa- 
ces appears the Surprife of Difappointment On 
the Right, in the moft diftinguiflied Point of View, 
is ken a grave, folemn Figure of a fancYify'd Look, 
with Eyes and Hands lifted towards Heaven. His 
Garb is a long Robe, like that which the Pharifees 
wore ; and in his Lap lies a Book of Devotion, 
, fpread open. The Reafon, why this venerable Per-? 
fon weighs fo, light, is foon difcovered, by look- 
ing into the lower Scale, that preponderates by vir- 
tu© 
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tue of a fmal Weight of Gold, on which is engra- 
ved S INC E R I TY. 

J}£ n e a 1 rt this Pfychoftatlcal Experiment, one 
ip/y fee a mixt Multitude, made up of feveral of 
the Religious Orders in the Romijb Church ; of La- 
dies in Hoop- Petticoats, with White Rofes in their 
Bofoms ; of Men, fome in Gowns with long flit 
Sleeves, and large Black Rofes in their Hats ; ci- 
thers, in fhortCloaks with little Ebony Canes in their 
'Hands ; and hard by, is drawn a feparate Groupe of 
Men and Women, in Habits plain and urifafhion- 
able, and of peculiar Countenances. 

On the Left of the Room, the moft confpicu- 
ous Portraiture is an elderly Man, with a GoldChain 
about his Neck ; his Shoulders are loaded with three 
Bags, on each of which is infcribed a PLUMB ; 
but neverthelefs, the Scale, he is placed in, rifes to 
the utmoft Height ; And, in the prevailing Balance, 
lie two Boxes ; the one containing the Writings of 
an Orphan's Eftate> to whom he was Guardian ; the 
other an account of R^oney put , out at Fifty far 
Cent. '\ 

Casting my Eye directly forward, fronting 
me appears a large Pair of Golden Scales, hung to 
"a Silver Beam ; in one. of which ftands, in danger 
of falling, a pert Figure, with a Scarlet Hat on hh 
Head, in a Purple Robe ; Holding in one Hand a 
Roll infcribed, A League with the Turks ; in the 
other, a little Scrap of Paper, indorfed, The Hopes 
of the Pretender. Amazed to fee this important 
Figure kick the Beam, I call my Eyes into the 
weighty Scale ; and in it, I find Four Parchment? 
tied together with a Ribbon ; in which was wove 
in Capital Letters, The QUADRUPLE AL- 
LIANCE. 
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Orandum eft, ut fit Mens fana in Corpo\'efano. 

JUVEN. 



CLEANTHESmzy fee, I have* lately an- 
fwered the Intention of his Letter (which I re- 
ceived the Third of July) by exciting the* Ladies 
to become Students in Philofophy. I thank Mr. 
jf. B. for the following ingenious Obfervation, in 
his Letter of the Seventh otjufy: " Notwit|j#an- 
«* ding, that Nature forms the Mufcles and the Si- 
<c news alike on both fides of the Body ; yet, the 
*< Right-Hand and Arm of moft Men are ftronger 
<c and moreadroit, ^than the Left ; becaufe they are 
«* more exercifed, on all Occafions. Thus, the 
" ForkrnHope of Squires (mentioned in your Hun- 
" dred and Thirty Fourth Paper) prove generally 
ci firing in Body, and weak in Under/landing ; not 
" from any Natural Incapacity in their intellecluar 
«< Faculties ; but, becaufe they choofe to make the 
" Body their Right, and the Mind their Left* 
« Side.'* 

• This leads me to make^ny moft gratenil Ac- 
knowledgments to a worthy Country-Correfpon- 
dent, whom it is my misfortune not to know. To 
httn 9 am I obliged for two excellent Letters ; ona 
in the Ifarty-Fifth, the other in the Seventy-Second 

Paper; 
N2 147. 
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Paper : To which, he now gives me an Opportuni- 
ty to add !i Third. The Method, which I have all 
along obferved in forcing the Letters, I receive, 
puts it in. my power to aflure my Readers, that Ice- 
nusj MnemonideSy and Phiionous Icenus^ are bat one 
and the fame Latent Philofopher ; though, his. good 
Senfe' is alone fufficient to betray hiin under every 
Difguife. 

Mr. Free-Thinker, ' July 25. 1719. 

44 T^OU have need of all the Help and allthe 
44 X Eiijlfcurageaient of Honeft Men, tb enable 
44 you to go*through.w1th the Task, you have un- 
* 4 ctertaken j I mean, to perfuade your Difciplesto 
t 4 confider, that they are made up of Mind as well 
44 as Body ; and that the one deferves (at leaft) as 
44 much Attention and Cultivation, as the other. 
44 You work under great Difadvantages: The In- 
€l fluence of Education and Example, and the Cur- 
44 rent of the Multitude, bear ftrong againft you. 
" Betides, the greateft Number of the Minds, you 
44 have to inftruft, are full grown* and ripe in pre- 
44 pofleffions, before they come into your hands. 
44 Many a bad Habit aijd diforderly Paffion you 
44 will have to pluck up by the roots, and others 
44 to prune ; and many a good Inclination you will 
' 44 find choked up by unnatural Weeds. 

44 If the Perfons to whom the Care of Youth 
44 is entruftcd, do not perform their Duty, by giv- 
44 ing their Scholars early Impreffions of the Beau. 
44 ty of Truth and Deformity of Errour, and by re- 
44 ftraining the Diforders of the Mind, when they 
4r firft appear ; your Labour will, in a great mea 
44 fure, be loft. A headftrong Humour, or a vici 
44 ous Inclination, , deserves a feverer Correction 
44 than a falfe Concord. But, Sir 5 they are no 
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cc Children, but Men, for whofe Improvement your 
** Difcourfes are calculated : And they are to be 
** taught by Precept; and the only Correction you 
€C can give to thefe overgrown Boys, muft be by 
C V (hewing, them the Ridiculoufnefs, or the Danger, 
4t of the Courfe they are in. 

" Did a Man but believe or imagine (what is 
<c undoubtedly true) that his Inclinations and hit 
<< Underftanding are as vifible to all that are well 
* c acquainted with him, as his Perfon is ; he would 
'* take as much care to adorn his Mind, as his 
€c Body: A Gentleman would then be as much a- 
" fliamed to give opprobrious Language, as**to ap- 
€c pear in dirty Linnen ; he would be as nice in ad- 
€i juftipg his Words, as his Wig; he would take 
€< the fame pains to correA or to conceal a Weak- 
€i nefs in his Soul, as to amend or hide a Defor- 
<c mity in his Body. But, fo far are theGenera- 
** lity from thinking aftef this Manner, that it is re- 
* c puted a more effential Part of Good -Breeding, to 
cf know how to enter a Room with an Air, and to 
" go out of it with a Grace, than to be qualified 

* to fpeak pertinently, and bear a rational Share iri 
'" Converfation. 

" Now, the Qualifications of the Mind are as 

*' difcernible as the Beauty, Vigour, or Sprightli- 

<l nefs, of the Body : And the Company of one, 

* who has no other Accomplilhment to recom- 
" mend him, but the firft and laft Flouriih of a Leg, 
€t muft needs be very difagreeable to Men of Senfe. 
rt How is it poflible to bear the Infofcnce of Cof- 
cc metes ; who, becaufe her fancies he is admired, fays 
<c and does Things. every Quarter of an Hour, for 
€€ which all the Company (excepting himfelf) arc 
4< aCbamed ? Can a Man with patience fee the Airs, 
" he gives Himfelf in fpeaking French ; when every 
** one Jcnows, he cannot utter ten Words of Com- 

Vol. III. K " mon 
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f l mon Scnfe in his Mother-Tongue ? Would not 
" an Englijb-Man be provoked to hear the fame 
" Perfon cry up the Softnefs, the Polkenefe, the 
" Copiouftefs of that Tittle-Tattle Language, and 
u find fault with the Roughnefsand Barrenne&of 
€€ his own ; when, at the &me time, he cannot, 
f c without the Help of a Spelling- Bjok, write one 
€C true Line in either ? 1 wifli likewife, for my Qui- 
€C et, I did not often meet with Men, who can talk 
€€ Hours together on the good Qualities of aFavou- 
c< rite Hawk, or Hound, or Gelding ; and yet, ask 
" them an obvious Queftion concerning their own 
" Adions, or the Actions of any of thfcir Species 
" (to which they ought to think they have at leaft 
" as near a Relation as to their mute Companions) 
<c and they can make you no Reply. 

" THisAbufe ofThoughvbyafhamefulIn- 
c * attention to what moft immediately concerns us, 
€€ muft be owing to a wrong Turn at firft ; which 
" is afterwards, encouraged and indulged. How 
*' ehe (hould it come to pais, that a Man, who 
c< has Reafon, (hould ufe it about every Things 
« but what is properly himfelf, his Mind ? Why 
« (hould he not cultivate his Underftanding, and 
" keep it as clear of Weeds, as he keeps his Garden ? 
" Why (hould he fuller his Thoughts and Affec- 
c< tions to be the only Furniture, belonging to him* 
< " in Diforder ? Let him look into himfelf, as often 
*' as he looks into his Glafs ; and, if he corrects 
<€ what by Reflection he finds amife, he will appear 
" moil beautiful to a judicious Eye, and may go c- 
« very Day abroad, compleatly dreft. 

" This Self-Infpe&ion would be of great 
" advantage: For, by obferving the Workings 
u of his own Mind, a Man would fee^ not only 
€c how often it is out of order $ but likewife whence 



f* every 



dbyGOQgk 



N 0, 15a fbi F R E E-T HINKER. 2l(f 

** every Dlforder proceeds : He would perceive, 
€t thatupoa- fuchfa particular Occafion fuch a Paf- 
<c fion kindles, and inflames the Mind, as certain-* 
cc ly as a Fevei heats the Blood j that one Thing m 
<c ruffles, that aaothercompofes, his Thoughts; that 
** by one Accident he (hall be wrought up to a 
cc Pitch of Madnefs, and by fome Circumftances 
cc let down gradually into the profowideft Indo- . 
€C lence. 

ct Moreover ; for want of obferving the Pro- 
cc grefs, which the Mind .makes in vicious Habits, it 
<c is often laid wafte and wholly fubdued, before it is 
* 4 aware of having ever entertainedany fuch Habits, 
" How comes it to pafv that fcarce any one thinks. 
cc himfelf paffionate, proud, or covetous ; when 
" all the World fee it, * befides-himfelf ? It is, be- 
<c . caafe he is the only Perfon, that does not reflect 
'* upon his Word* and Adieus. The proud Man 
c< overlooks himfelf, as well as others ; other wife, 
c< he would difcover his peculiar failing : The paf- 
" fionateMan is never angry with Himfelf;, if h* 
c< were, he would not long remain infenfibleofhis 
s« own Temper: And the covetous Man might 
** aseafily know he is covetous, as he knows he 
4 * is rich j if he would enquire into Himfelf with 
" the fame Afliduity and Exa&nefs, as he examines 
€< his Accounts. 

iC It is throughr this prevailing Inadvertenc}', 
c< that, in thefe notorious Inftances,Men are fo fcan- 
u daloufly ignorant of themfelves : By this Negli- 
*< gence, a Man becomes a Slave to his PafHons ; 
* c and his Life grows a Burden to him, before he 
*? ever once refle&s on the Caufe of his Mifery. 
" This ?s an %viH$[x. Free-Thinker, the Remedying 
u of which requires and deferves your Labour. ; 
u Some of the Inconveniencies ariung from the' 
" Negletfr of.Sclf-Tnfpeaion, I have fet down ' 
K 2 "only 
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'Vonly to incite you to profecute tbc Work, for 
ci the Benefit of your Readers ; among whom, I 
" defire you would number, 

Tour Humble Servant* 

Philonous Icenus* 
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Latus in pr a fens animus* quod ultra eft 
Oderit curare. " 

Hor. 



WHofoever thoroughly confiders Human Na- 
ture, will agree with the Moral Philoso- 
phers, who obferve j that Man, without the %s- 
ftraints of Reafon, would by his natural Afle&ions 
and Inclinations become the moft miferable of ill 
Creatures : And of all the difquieting Paffions, to 
which we are fubje&, a violent Defire to foreknow 
the Events of Things, and tojpry.into Futurity, js 
not the leaft vexatious. 

This vain Defire lias 1>een the Source of all 
. the ridiculous Arts of Divination, which we read 
of, amongft the Antients^ and (till keeps up, a- 
mongft us, the Reputation of Judicial Aftrology 
apd Fortune-telling : And though, in the.pre;fent 
Age, only the more ignorant part of Mankind are 
fatisfy'd with thefe Methods of Enquiry ; yet, there 
*fe very few (or none) who. ate hot, in Xome. de- 
gree, 
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gree, affe&ed with an anxious Curjofity about Fu- 
ture Events, 

On many Occafions this troublefome Paffion 
may be moderated, and even fubdued, by Reafon : 
But mThmgs; which nearly concerns our Live or 
Fortunes, our immediate Happinefs or Mifery - $ 
the Defire of Fore-knowledge (however vain it 
may feern) is not to be absolutely quelled ; fince 
it flows from the Principle of Self-Prefervation. 
Now, of all the needlefs Anxieties, that difturb 
the Minds of Men, there is not any fo univcrfal 
(at leaft in this Ifland) as the impertinent Solicitude 
we daily give ourfelves, about Affairs of State : 
Therefore I (hall, in this Le&ure, endeavour to cure 
my Countrymen of their uneafy Fore-bodings in 
Politicks, by (hewing them how incapable they are 
of making any reafonable Guefies concerning the 
Conferences of Things, whofe real Caufes are hid 
from their Eyes ; and by convincing them, that they 
perpetually argue to what wjll be, from what is not. 

Why a Prince, or a Minifter of State, a&s 
after this or that Manner, no Man (if he pleafes) 
can know, befide himfelf. But, when a Defign is 
executed, and becomes the Obje& of Publick Spe- 
culation ; a Reafon is to be given out, that (hall 
make the World believe, the Good of the Nation 
was confulted in it. An Arnour, a private Family- 
Grudge, Revenge, Lucre, or Ambition (as I have 
intimated * in a former a Pager) are often the chief 
Motives of a Political A&ion ; which, if it turns 
to the Advantage of the Publick, we call glorious j 
if otherwife, we condemn it as infamous; notwith* 
Handing that, in both Cafes, it may proceed from 
the fame concealed diflionourable Caufe. 

My Readers know that the important Affair, 

which made all Greece enter into a tedious War 

K 3 againfl 

*N°i 3 2. 

Digitized by LjOOQ LC 



/ 

ZZ2 73feFx«E-THINKER.. N° 15% 

againft the Trajens, was only the Frcdkk of a Co. 
qucttc, who eloped with a Prince (he took a li? 
king to j and the Credulity (probably) pf a fond 
Husband, who (Good Man) might imagine his 
Jear Wife was carried off by Force ; and that (he 
was miferably uneafy, and impatiently expeded her 
Spoufe to deliver her fipm theRaviftier. 

Monsieur Balzac informs us, that the Omiffioa 
of two or three civil Syllables in the clofe of a 
Letter was the Occafion of the Death of above a 
hundred thoufand People : Bien humble & tres affiec- 
tione^ in a Subscription to the Duke of Olivary 
inftead.of Tres bumble & tres obetffant (which the 
Duke thought was his due) made him fwear, in 
searing a Prince's Letter, that his want of Breeding 
Aould prove the Ruin of his Country. This was 
the firft ami the real Motive to what followed ; 
though, at that time, very few knew it : And (no 
tkmbt) All, who were not in the Secret, made 
very learned and elaborate Conje&ures (which had 
never been once thought of in the Cabinet) con- 
cerning the Catties and .the Events of the -War, 
.that enfued. 

Those, who are acquainted with the Englijb 
Hiftory, know to what Springs, and to how trifling 
an Accident, the glorious Reformation under King 
Henry the Eighth was owing; which, a little time 
^before, it was as impoffible to forefee, as it would 
lately have been thought Madnefs to prognosticate, 
.that after the many fuccefsful Battles in Flanders 
during the laft War vt\thFrance>zx*fEngliJb Miniftry 
could be brought to fruftrate all our Vi&ories by 
a dilhonourable, difadvantageous Peace. 

There have, indeed, been fome Perfons, (o 
happy in their Preiages, as to foretel Events of 
great importance, long before they came to pais : 
But then, they have either thcmfelves been inftra- 

mental 
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mental in bringing their own Predictions to bear ; 
or have at leaft been near the firft Movers, and 
•well acquainted with their Interefts and -then? 
Schemes.. Cicero boafts, that he foretold the Ruin 
of the Roman Commonwealth, and the Change of 
the Government into a Monarchy, fourteen Years 
before it happened. But then, Cuero had been a 
Conful, and was a Senatour 5 and the Manage- 
ment of publick Affairs continued, many Years, 
in the hands of his Friends or Relations. I could 
mention two or three more of thefe political Pro- 
phets, were: I not afraid of encouraging my Fel- 
Jaw-Sybjc&s by.&qh Jnjtances to believe, they are 
able to» denounce Deftrudiion upon us from the 
>Jorth and from the So^th. My Readers are not 
#11 Qicerd '/,; ^ancj, how plau/ibly ibever they may 
declaim in CJoffee-Hqures, I have jQiewn thera^ 
J^t ^hcy W a ,At^he neceffary .(Qualifications for this 
^brt of jDivjnatkm. 

I do not meap, by what I have (aid, to hinder 
My Countrymen from looking into a -Gazette, or 
,asjcjng a Neighbour (when tbev have no other 
r Bufiaefs) what .News from the mediterranean. I 
WHild not e ^tfngMi& jn them that generous Con r 
cern /or tfce Good of their Country, which it is 
an Honour to them to. have very much at heart. 
,But, I would fain perfuade them to moderate the 
Extravagancy of their SurmifeSj which produces 
Impatience after News, ridiculous Judgments a- 
bout publick Aflairs, an Affe&ation of being in 
the Secret, Quarrels amongft Friends and Rela- 
tions, intolerable Impertinencies in Converfation, 
blind Wagers, Law-Suits, and Negleft of Bufinefs, 
to the. ruin often of themfelves and their Fa- 
milies.^ 
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N° 152. Friday, September 4. 17-19. 



Jmprobt Neptunum accufat, qui iterum tumfragium 
facit. 

Publ. Syr. 



Mr. Free-Thinker, Auguft7, 1719, 

" T Queftion not but you intend, in the progress 
** X of your Labours, to point out %6 us the fe- 
** veral Prejudices, that give a wrong fiiafs to our 
" Reafon. In the mean time, give me leave to 
€t put you in mind of a very general "Prepofleflioh, 
<c which, I hope, in time, will not efcape yo«r 
c< Notice ; fince the Confluences of it are very 
* c pernicious in a Trading Nation. I mean, the 
<€ Opinion moft Gentlemen e'ntertaih of Traders, 
** as a Mercenary People, of difingeniiOus Minds, 
** incapable of Science, and Strangers to Genero- 
** fity. This Prejudice deters many young Men 
<c of a Liberal Education frqm applying them- 
" felves to any kind of Traffick ; by which means, 
** the three learned Profeflxons are over- flocked. 
** I muft confefs, that I cannot apprehend, why 
" Trade (hould debafe the Soul, or weaken the 
*< Understanding, more than Divinity, Law, and 
u Phyfick. If there are a great many mean Prac- 
4 * tices in Merchandife* there are Dealings as mean 
" in the Profeffions mentioned ; not chargeable, 
" however, on the Profeffions j but, on the Per- 

** fons, 
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<c fons, who are guilty of them. As for Abilities 
<c equal to the Affairs of State, have not the Dutch^ 
cc for many Years* excelled their Neighbours in 
<c the Arts of Government ? And, have not the 
<4 Venetians been formerly great Politicians ? And, 
<c have they not declined in Arts and Sciences, in 
€€ Power, and in good Government, in proportion 
<c as they have diverted their Thoughts from Trade? 
€c It is 'farther obfervable, that Trade flburifhes 
<c moft in free Countries ; which fhews, it is jiot 
**ofa fervile Nature. Laftly, Sir, as an Argu- 
c< ment of the Ingenuous Difpofitipn and good Tafte 
4t of my Fellow-Citizens, I can aflure you, that 
** moft of us approve of your Le&ures. 

Tours > 

S.S. 

I entirely fall in with the Notions of this worthy 
Citizen ; and have, as an Englijbman y fo. great a 
Regard for the Honour and dee Encouragement 
of Trade, that t have all along intended to allot 
a canfiderable . Share of ray Time to make an 
impartial Enquiry into this profitable Branch of 
Knowledge. I hope therefore,, the Perfons, whofe 
Experience muft have furniflied them with advan- 
tageous Schemes, and ufeful Obfervations, in this 
Science, will enable the Free-Thinker to treat of it 
rationally, by communicating their 7 noughts to 
him ; which he Will endeavour to methodize and 
explain, for the Service of his Countpy. , 

The Prejudice, this Gentleman complains of, 
is chiefly owing to the Perverfenefs and the Igno- B 
' ranee of the^ Landed Men ; not confidering, that 
the Wealth, the Strength, the Liberty, the Learn- 
ing, and even the Politenefs, of the People depends 
K 5 upon 
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upon Traffick* But, I am importuned, by Com- 
paifion, not to defer the Requcft of another Cor- 
rcfpcxuUnt ; fo that I have, in this Paper, room 
only to obferve ; That a Nation, advantagcoufly 
fituated for Commerce, can never be overftocked 
with Traders. 

To Mr. Free-Thinker, 

S /£, [London, Auguft 25. 17 19. 

,f T Am under a Cloud of Adverfity, being inca- 
** X pahle of anfwirtng all the Demands of my 
" Creditors. I fend you a particular Account of 
€i my Concerns ; that it may appear, I have not 
€t been extra vaganf: Which, when my Creditors 
9 f (hall fee, I hope they will the more readily 
« c commiferate my Cafe. 

€C I began to trade for myfelf, in the Year fe- 
* r venteen hundred and four. My Wife's Fortune 
<«< and my own amounted to four hundred Pounds: 
*' one hundred of which was expended in Houf- 
« hold Goods, and in fitting up the Shop : So that, 
*" I had then three hundred Pounds left, Ffom 
•«* the Beginning, I have traded for a thoufand 
•«< Pounds per Annum, one Year with another; 
« and, my Dealing being in the RetailWay, I 
4< trufted little : So that, I thought my Trade was 
-<< a good Living Buftnefs; and that I rather added 
?* to, than diminilhed, my Stock. But, fincemy 
- €C pr6fent,Mfefortunes, I have Tate down, and fe- 
<c rioufly reflefted how I fliould run out ; upon 
• " which, I made the following Calculation. 



«< Expended 
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. • l. s. d. 

« Expended each Year, viz. 1 2 - 00 00 * 

" Rent — .— -rr i 
«« A Child at Nurfe, and Lying in— 20 00 00 
" A Man Servant — — — . ro 00 00 
« A Maid Servant — — 04 00 co 

r«« Houfe-keeping,- and wearing Apparel 70 00 00 
.«« Coals, Candles, Wafting, Small- 1 J0 00 00 

" Beerjand'other Contingent Charges J 
*« Church and Poor, Water,. Watch/1 
c * Window and Convex Lights,/^ 
" Parilh and Ward Offices, Com- >io 00 00 
" pany Charges, fcf*. pne Year witht 
" another — — - — * —J 
<c Pocket Expences annually , — 08 00 00 
" Bad Debts 67. />*r ^»»«w — 06 00 00 

. '163/00 00 

* 

« Gained in 15 Years Trade i2o/-? |goo ^ ^ 

" each Year is ^ . — * " — J 

cc Caft, when I began — 300 00 op 

»— — «■■ ■ ■ 11 * ■■ 

2100 00 00 



Expended, as per the above Cal- n 
"elation, 163/. every Year ; • • w ^ 
" which in 15 Years amounts to - C ^^ 
" Expended — —.J 

" Gained — — — 2100 00 00 



Bad- 34s 00 "oo 

i n m n i n ■ 1 ■■ 

K 6 " Upon 
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/. i. d. 
44 Upon theCafling up of my Stock,*? 

" &c. I find that I hare Shop- ^420 00 06 

44 Goods » 3 

44 HoufhoulJ Goods, valued at ■ 50 00 00 

44 Good Book- Debts — — *— — 126 00 00 

596 00 00 



44 And I find, that I owe my Creditors 941/. 
46 By which I find, I am capable of paying but 
44 twelve Shillings in the Pound. 

44 Bv this Calculation of my Afiairs, I have 
44 two Purpofes in view. The nrft is, that when 
44 my Creditors, and the reft of Mankind, (hall 
44 fee this faithful State of my Account, they wiH 
44 the more cheerfully comply with the Compofi- 
44 tion, I offer. 

44 My fecond. Purpofe is, by way of Advice 
44 to my Fellow-Citizens in general ; That they 
44 wpuld, before it is too late, fit down and make 
44 an Eftimate of their Affairs ; and if any find, 
44 the Profits arifing from their Trade do not an- 
4C fwer their prefent Charges, that they would time- 
44 ly endeavour to extricate themfelves from their 
« growing Difficulties. This early Circumfpe&ion 
44 would prevent the filling of our Gazettes with 
44 fuch Numbers of Statutes of Bankruptcy. 
44 This prudent Calculation is neceflary, at leaft 
4C once in the Year, for all Traders, though '?he- 
4< ver fo confiderablc : And the Shop-Keeper 
44 or Merchant, who finds his Affairs do. not an- 
44 fwer his Expectations, fliould in time contract * 
4 .* his Expences proportionally, or fall upon fome 
44 other Expedient to make good the Deficiencies 
44 owing to his Inadvertency, Your Thoughts 



44 upon 
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Ci upon this SubjeA would be ferviceable, as well 
*^ as acceptable, to the Town. I am, 

SIR, 

Tmr conjiant Reader, 

and humble Servant^ 

J.H, 

My unfortunate Correfpondent has In his own 
Words, fufficiently cautioned his Fellow-Citizens, 

. not to trade without-book : And as the Warnings 
of a Sufferer are the moft effectual ; inftead of at- 
tempting to enforce his Admonitions, I fhall turn 
Advocate for him with his Creditors ; fuppofing 
the abpve-jvritten Account to be fairly ftaied. l 

We are liable to Overfights in every Condition 
of Life ; and Traders are, of all Men, the moft 
liable to fail in their Endeavours. Every Impru- 
dence is not to be treated *with Rigour : And, I 
fpeak it to the Honour of the City, that an unfiic- 
cefsful Dealer generally meets with Companion 
there $ whereas, a Failure at Court is ufually pur- 
fued with unworthy Reproaches and Contempt. * 
Me thinks, the firft Failure of every Man 
calls for Indulgence. But, that I may not be guilty 
of Partiality, even in pleading for the Diftrefled, 
I think It reafonable, the Creditors lhould, in their 
Determinations, have a Regard to the Charadter 
of their Debtor. A fair Chara&er generally is (and 
always fliould be) the vifible Reward of Vertue, by 
the Support a juft Man may hope for, from it, in 

* Adverfity. I know not whether I mention this 
Confideration to the Advantage or Difadvantage 
of Mr. J, H. who is an utter Stranger to me : 
And it is my Defire, that all, who apply to me, 
may keep themfelves concealed } that I may be the 

" more free in my Judgments, 

But, 
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• 

But, (hould the Perfons, concerned with my 
Correfpondcnt, generoufly comply with his Terms ; 
he muft not think the Composition a due Satisfac- 
tion to bis Creditors : On the contrary, he thereby 
becomes doubly indebted ; and is obliged, by their 
Forbearance, to double his Diligence and Frugali- 
ty ; in hopes to put himfelf in a Condition, one day, 
to pay the whole : Otherwife, I (hall be forry, that 
I ever attempted to fpeak in his favour. 



:$<v 



N c 153. , Monday, September 7. 1719. 



Now, by my Love (the greateft 0#th that is) 

None loves you, balffo well as I : 
I do net ask Tour Love for This j 

But % for Heavetts Sake> believe me; or 1 die. 

Cowley. 



Cqmbrulgej July 16. 17 19. 

Dear Mr. Free-Thin*cbr, 

T Am a Servant-Maid, in a Houfe frequented 
* by a great many young Gentlemen, of this 
€C Univerfity. I am thought agreeable ; and my 
«* Glafs makes me think my felf fo. My Ambi- 
«* tion is to marry a Go wnfman ; and to that end,« 
« 4 I lay out all my Wages in fine Clothes. I have 
" (a long time) been upon the Watch, iike r. Cat 
c< for a Moufe ; and began to defpair of my Prey; 
c * But, of latey I have an Undergraduate in my eve ; 
** who (I hope) will be my own. Every \i~v> -.: 



CC 
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<c comes, fee .winks and failles upon me ; iqueezes 
cc my Hand by flealth : and, in aAVhifper, fwears 
** lam pretty. Sometimes he throws the Sleeve of 
" his Gown about my Neck «$ pulls me clofe to him $ 
" and ftifles toe with Kifles. Now, dear Sir, tell 
*' me, whether you think I may, by thefc Tokens, 
*' look upon the Gentleman as *ny Lover ; or as 
f a Gallant, who has only aDefign upon my Virtue. 
" If you think him the. former, I defire you wifl 
€€ teach m$ how to fecure him 5 if the latter, how 
€€ to guard againft, him : For, he is a prettjr Fellow. 
" Be fpeedy, , pray, in your Advice j left it (hould 
" come too late. - 

/ am Yburs, 

Barbara ThoughtfuiIJ 

Many of my Correfpbndents are in hafte, and 
preffing for a Place in my next Paper : But, by the 

•Dates of almoft all the Letters I have publifhed, 
they may fee, that I am feldom at leifure to com- 
ply with their Impatience. If this Paper comes too 
late to the hands of the Parties concerned ; it may/ 
neverthelefs, be of ufe to others in the like tide- 
lifh Circumftances. 

To fpeak in the Univerfity-Language,theTokens 
this pretty Maid has particularized, are very Equi- 

' .vocal ; and nothing lefs than a Conjurer can ex- 
pound their Meaning. In all the Love*Cafes, that 
-come befpre me, I confider my felf as the Parent 

» or Guardian of the Perfons,who confult me. There- 
jfore, if Barbara will be ruled by a Philofopher, I ad- 
vife her to moderate her Ambition; to fave her Wa- 
ges 5 to drefs fuitabiy to her Condition ; and to br~ak 
-her Glafe. Many a Damfel, who has marrv'd a 
Round- Cap* has dearly repented of her Bargain, By 
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my Twenty- Firft Paper {he may fee, I do- not ap- 
prove of very unequal Matches : that, perhaps, 
may not be her Cafe : But, I would have her con- 
fider that the lefs her Lover knows of the World, 
the more apt will he be to alter his Mind. A Stu- 
dent is not of Age, at the fooneft, before Five and 
Twenty : And, an Undergraduate fhould no more 
be allowed to venture upon Wedlock, than an Ap- 
prentice. 

To the FREE-THINKER. - 
S I R> Friday Morning, July 31. 1719. 

u \? I love to a greater excefs, than can be ap- 
14 *• proved of by a Philofopher, it is owing In 
44 fome meafure to the Free-Thinker, who is fo ve- 
* ry indulgent to All, that profefs themfelves Lo- 
44 vers. You encourage your Difciples to give ad- 
44 mittance to a Pafuon, which foon grows too 
44 powerful a Gueft to be refifted, and lords it over 
4C the Hoft. Thus, at kaft, has it fared with me : 
•* In vain do I endeavour, by the help of Philo- 
u fophy, to eje& this troublefome Gueft from my 
<c Bofom : In vain do I ftrive to aflert my former 
4€ Liberty : I find my felf every day more and more 
4< a Slave to the cruelleft, but to the'faireft, of Wo* 
4< men. To you therefore, Sir, do I apply for Re- 
'*' drefs : On your Generofity and Averfion to Ty- 
4< ranny of every fort, do I depend ; hoping, you 
^ will not refufe your Affiftance to one, under an 
4< OppreiEon, to which you have partly been ac- 
44 ceifary. 

44 I do not expeft (a Task impofiible !) that you 
44 Ihould inftruft me, how to gain any Pity -from 
44 her I love : My only hope is, that you may teach 
44 me to fuppdrt her Scorn. And yet, alas, that 
« 4 too (I fear) is impoffible ! Patience, which in 

44 other 
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<c other Sufferings is a Virtue, here would fcem a 

* * Grime. Let me, then, indulge my Sorrow ; and 
" do you, Sir, help to make it pleafing to me, by 
*' your Approbation : Nor could you difapprove 
c< my Paflion, did you know the Lady* who is the 
" Obje<a of my Defires. So excellent a Creature 
cc muft juftify any Extravagance, whatfoever : And 

* * I wi(n (for your Satisfaction) I was able to fpeak 
"of her Perfedions, in Language equal to the 
" Subject 

" Nevertheless ; deferving as (he is, (b 
44 little fenfible is (he of her Charms, and To little 
€c Rhetorick have I, that I cannot, by all my Pro- 
44 teftations, perfuade her either of her Power, or 
44 my Love ; which is the only Reward I afpire to, 
44 for my whole Soul, which I have devoted to her. 
44 Dear Mr. Free-Thinker^ be my Friend in obtain* 
44 ing this Requcft. Tell her the Fondnefs of tny 
/** Love 5 and how, in the Anguife of my Heart, 
*' I have entreated you to be my Advocate ; or ra* 
44 ther tell her, that you believe me ftneere ; and then, 
44 I know, (he will no longer doubt of my Faith $ 
4< fo great a Deference has (he for your Opinion*. 

,P.fc 

u P. S^ I (hould have told you her Name is 
" Luanda." 

* 
In Vindication of my felf, I defire this Gentleman 
to have recourfe to the feveral Le£tures and Obfer- 
vations, I have publifhed for the benefit of Lovers; 
and when he has ferioufly confidered them, I dare 
fay,he will not tax me with encouraging my Difcrples . 
to love either to Madnefs, or without Hope. And 
yet, at the fame time, I think a little Extravagance 
in a young Man, beyond the Sobriety of Reafon, 
may be excufable in a virtuous Love \ and very (len- 
der 
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4er Hopes are not to be flighted from a modeft 
Virgin. It is his bufinefi to difcover, whether the 
Lady'* Indifferency proceeds from Diffidence, or 
A verfion : This will require the utmoft Penetration, 
as Well as the Ufe of the mad fubtle Strat^g^xris j 
and to affift his Judgment and Invention in this re- 
fined Art, (b neceflary to ^mbarrafled Lovers, I re- 
commend to him the diligent Peru&l of The Scorn* 
fulU4y. 

I would not forfeit the favourable Opinion Lit* 
jdftda has conceived of me ; nor betray her into 
Credulity through .her Condefcenfion to rjiy Judg. 
jnent. How long the Gentleman has loved, I know 
not : HoWlong he may love, perhaps he knows not 
Himfelf. I advife her, therefor^, to infift upon the 
mod evident Proofs of his Sincerity 5 which per* 
Jiaps he has already given, in many Ipftances. All 
1 can fay in his favoiir is, that his Letter appears 
to be fincere 5 and as paffionate, as a Woman of - 
Senfe needs require. If Luanda consents to many 
with him, and he (hould not prove a fond indulgent 
•Husband to a deferring Wife; his Protections to 
the Fret-Thinker wjll ftand as a publick, and (I 
jfcopf ) a lafting Record againft him* 



N* 
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■ ^f A mifer, 



Quanta laboras in Charyhdiy 
Digne puer nuliorefiamma / 

- fi0R. 



I Fear, my Difciples, who are impatient after 
Knowledge, and eager in the purfuit of feverer 
Studies, may not be pteafed with thetomplaifance 
I fliew to my Correfpondents, by giving up three 
Papers fucceffively to their Importunity! ' And yet 9 
I could not find in my heart to .poftpone the two 
following Letters, any longer. But, to piake a- 
amemls to my Scholars for the Interruption in their 
Studies, occafioned by Family-Misfortunes ; I (hall, 
on Monday, proceed in my Courfe of Philosophical 
Inures; to which Ibeipoak their Attention. 

Mr. Fuse-Thinker. 
SIR, Auguft24. 17 19. 

« T Have juft now received the inclofed, as I Tend 
«• A it you, from an Attorney, with an Account 
" of its being the Copy of a Letter written by my 
" Son, and found by his Matter, upon his running 
*< away from his Service. His Matter adds (to my 
*' grief) that he hears, my Son is married to a 
c< Common Woman of the Town, who is the Sub* 
" jeft of the Letter j and that he was drawn in by 
" the Fellow, to whom he writes : That he fedu* 

" ced 
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*• ced him, under the Appearance of a Friend ; and 
€< that he knew the Woman, better than my Son, 
** in every refpeft. 

" This Miftrefs of his went for what, I think, 
c< you call a Coquette ; but was at the fame time . 
" reprefented to mv Son, as a very great Fortune. 
** If, upon your publUhing this, and my Son's Let- 
f< ter (ty which he will know I mean him, for he 
" reads your Papers) he (hall immediately leave 
" the Jade, and his felfe Friend ; I' may ftiH con- 
" timie the Bowels of z Father to him : But I 
" can never think of anAvering the Expectations 
" of the other two, by doing for them, who have 
** ruined my Son. I am, 

' S/R, 

ls*r conftant Reader ^ and 

Jdmirer r though unknown, 

R.B> 

B$ar Mice, 
€C T AST Night I was moff agreeably enters 
<c «" tained by the charming A/—. She hath 
«« a furprifing Way of Talk, and enforces every 
" thing (he fays, by her Looks. She is capable, 
<c amidft all the Wit, fhe fo lavilhly abounds with, 
" of preferring one of our Sex ; but, in the mean 
" time, hath the Policy of keeping the Secret ; and 
" goes on daily to (hine, by beftowing fome exter- 
c< nal Favours on our whole Community, 

" In (hort, Friend Mico> (he hath declared me 
w the Man ; and from this moment, I fear you 
€t will think, you have too happy and powerful a 
" Rival, to carry on our former Friend (hip, in all 
f< its repeated Inftances, 
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" I Laugh, Sing, and Drefs, and .am fitting out 
** for one of the moft« compleat Beaus in Chriflcn- 
c< dom j.but firft of all, -the Services are to be 
44 performed ; arid M. is to be conduced to the 
" Sacred Temple, in fome plain decent Drefs, ne- 
<c glebing her very Jewels^ An~agreeable White- 
<c nefs is to be in her Habit, to (hew Tier Inno- 
<c cency ; and which may Terve at theTame time, 
<c to heighten the Blufces, (he will'be fure .(on 
4< fuch an Occafion) to fpread over her lovely 
" Face. 

" I (hall not difobey her Leave, by telling you 
c< thus much. She hath allowed me to bring you 
€ * there ; where will be a pretty young Innocent 
" of her Training up, who is let into the Secret ; 
** and with whom, you may very fatisfa£torily.pafs 
w jour Time. 

. *" I {hall hereafter be To formal, Mitosis to give 
•* yQU an Account when and where you are to 
cc minifter to us in Holy Things ; for I fear, you 
<c muft be the Father : But prithee, Mico> do 
** not commit Inceft with your Eyes on this you* 
<c Daughter ; but regard her only as a fine Woman, 
*• and my Wife. 

" What can the Coxcombs fay? Where are 
" your Wits at Witts i Poor Amorous Damon, 
" that fo often fighed for her ! Proud Honorio, that 
€ * thought his Coach and Six muft carry her away. 

", By the Gods, Mico y ffie is become a Chri- 
** *ftian ; and hath put me upon remembring, I 
€€ oace'had a God-Mother; but I had command 
•*• enough of my Memory to tell, I knew the had 
** likewife been educated in the Do&rine and 
" Difpipline of the Church of England^ and had 
" thereby renounced the Devil and all his Works; 
" nay, even though he fliould appear in the ihape 

" pf 
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" of young Junius, whom you know to be a pretty 
« Fellow. 

<c She fwears (he. will not ride to the Park on a 
<( Sunday \ that (he will even lay afide Scandal j 
cc and hath defired me to get her 4*tllotfon 9 s Works* 
c « and lend her The Whole Duty of Man, when I 
<c (hall carefully have read it over*; which Ae ftre- 
" nuoufly exhorts me to do, again and again. 

" How this fuddain Reformation began, God 
** beft knows ; (he fays, (he's weary of her Sex's 
" Vanities ; and believing me meritorious, would 
" thus reward me : But, (he hafh not given me 
<c a very particular Account of her new Expo* 
*' riences. 

c< I am going to her. — The Gods continue this 
** "Temper in her, till Tuefday y which will do, 
" Mico. But, (hould I find her a Reprobate, and 
cc that after her Houfe was thus fwept clean, feven 
<c worfe Spirits had entered in ; — Farewell Love, 
«* Farewell Wife : —Woman is inconftant :— Wino 
" is powerful : — And I have nothing t&en to do, 
u but to get a Place at Court. I am. 

Dear Mico, s 

Partly Tour's. 

Pa m p hi lvu 

Tfje Joys, of Parents are fecret j andfo are their 
Griefs and Fears : They cannot utter the one, nor 
they will not utter the other : fays Sir Francis Bacon 
in his Eflays. To which I may add ; That the 
Joys and the Griefs of Parents cannot be well coiv« 
ceived by any but Parents. And yet, I fympa* 
thize with Mr. R. B. and feel fomething, which I 
imagine like the Concern of a Father, upon read- 
ing thefe Letters. In the FirfV may be difcovered 

the 
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the Force of natural Affe&ion in the Parent ; in 
that his Indignation- rifes only againft the Perfonq, 
Wba have enfnared his Son : In the Second, appears 
the brisk Thoughtleflhefs, which is too common 
aiflbngft the Genteel Clerks and Apprentices, about 
the Town* 

I make it my Requeft to Pamphilus, that he 
<m&r im me d i a tely pay. his Duty fc> his- Father ; ami 
hear, at leaft* the Propofals he may offer, to his 
Confideration.. In the mean time, let me difliiade 
him from the Projeft of getting a Place at Court : 
It will be for more prudent in him to follow the 
Bufinefs to which he is bred. Places at Court are 
not to be had, for asking. Therwre People about 
the Court, who live upon felling Smiles : And he 
will meet with abundance ofDearMico\ who will 
plunge him, a fecond time, into inextricable Dif- 
ficulties, with all the feeming Cordiality imagi- 
nable. Not to repeat what I have already faid ; 
1 refer him, for his farther Inftru&ion, to the fifty- 
firft and the hundred and forty-third Papers. But 1 , 
if he is obftinately bent upon trying his Fortune 
amongft the Great Men, and the Woman he is 
fuppofed to have marry *d, be fuch as (he is repre- 
sented ; her Ingenuity may, probably, be of fervicc 
to him. 



,_ rr-»- 



Digitized by CjOOQ LC 



£40 72* Free-Thinker.* N° i&f 



N p 155. Monday, Sept. 14. i?i<K 



Ufusf& tmpigne Jimul experientia mentis, 
Paullaiim docuit pedetentim progredientes. 

LVCRBT. 



9 | *G carry on" the * Porch of Knowledge: When 
JL a capable Underftanding has, through Re- 
flexion, attained to fo nice a Difcernment, that 
(like the moft diftinguifliing Eye) it is able to* per- 
ceive the unobvious Diftin&lons between Things 
which bear a very near Refemblance to one an* 
other ; it Is, then, in a fit Condition to acquire 
clear Ideas ; which (be they never fo few) are the 
fure (and only) Pledges of future Knowledge. 

It is through the Want of thfs Punctuality, 
this Precifion in our Difcernment, that our Judg- 
ments are confounded' ; and that, we unwittingly 
fall into Errours. The principal Perfe&ion, or 
the Clevernefs (to familiarize my Meaning) of a 
right Underftanding, confifts in the Skill of Ang- 
ling out the moft minute, and moft peculiar, Dif- 
ferences of Notions, .feemingly alike ; fuch Un- 
likeneffes as, by their Subtility, efcape the Obser- 
vation of Judgments lefs acute. Thus, an expert 
Jeweller difcovers a confiderable Difproportion 
" in the value of Diamonds, between which a com- 
mon Eye perceives no Inequality, 

^S VTO The 
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' : ' Jr '. The firfl little Parcel of neat Ideas, which a 
'• Man is Matter of, wiH enable him to encreafe his 
'. Stpre ; fince one Truth, clearly apprehended, leads 
as naturally to another, as one Errour betrays u? 
ifito more. The Mind proceeds, in the Acquit 
tion of Knowledge, by, comparing all new Ideat 
(as they prefent themfelves) not only one with an- 
other ; but likewife, with the Notions, it was be- 
fore poflefled of: and consequently, if a Man be- 
gins to Philofophize, by acquiefcing in a Set of 
unaccurate Conceptions j his fature Brood of No- 
tions Will be moftly spurious, and his Conclufions 
deceitful. 

Let the Candid Student then (who defires to 
Think Fteely) ih the firft place apply his Miole 
Attention to difcern the full Truth of a few Ge- 
neral Notions ; by which (as by fo many Standards) 
he may afeertain the greateft part of his other I» 
Heas. After this; as tie dally looks over. his Stores 
6f Knbwledge ; it may Sometimes happen, that his 
fitbfequent Thoughts and Judgment of Things will 

eo#e iriconfiftent (more or lefe) with his- former 
efleSions ; whereupon, fince both cannot be ab- 
fclutely true, he hiuft fpare no Pains to be better 
informed : And herein, the Accurate Discrimina- 
tion of his Ideas, fo as to perceive all their Like* 
iiefles and Unlikeneffes, their Equalities, and In* 
Equalities, will be of the greateft Servfce to him. 

He muft have a great Averfion to Errour, and 
a mighty Love for Truth, who has the Candour 
jjjfgfe he rarience to delight id this Severity of Free* 
-^SBKhlring. But, whether upon this ftriel: Exami- 
nation, he finds himfelf miftaken in his old Opi* 
nions, and quits them as Prejudices ; or y whether 
-he is confirmed in the Juftne/s of his new No- 
tions, and retains them as approved 1 ruths ; in 
both inftances, he advances in found Knowledge ; 
Vol. III. L Since, 
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Since, the infuring a Truth, or the destroying a 
FalSbood, in the Mind, Is equal Gain to a Philo- 
sopher. 

Now, a final! Stock of plain General Truths, 
which are fully and distinctly comprehended, to- 
gether with their Relations to one another, is ca- 
pable of being applied to a vaft variety of Ufes ; 
many of which cannot be forefeen even by the 
PoSTefTour of tb'ts little, fignfficant Trc^fure. Pro- 
vided therefore, he does not exceed the Limits of 
his Underftanding, nor haftily entertain Novelties, 
fo as to fufFer them unwarily .to mix with his Ori- 
ginal Standard Notions, with* which he is perfectly 
acquainted ; his Judgment will not be perplexed, 
nor his Sagacity .puzzled in the Investigation of 
fuch new Truths, as are the .immediate Defcen- 
dants from thofe he already enjoys, : or at leaft bears 
an Affinity to them. 

Thus, the Algehraift fets out with a very Jew 
Ample, but clear' Principles, which enable him to 
work out a very intricate Queftion, to his Satisfac- 
tion : While ^every flow Acquifuion he makes, is 
the Foundation of his Succeeding Knowledge ; of 
which there often appears not the leaft Glimpfe, 
before he comes to the End of his Enquiry 4 
when, the latent Truth, he has patiently purfued, 
is at laft manifested to him (as it were at once) in 
its full Evidence. Thus likewife (to give a more 
familiar Inftance) the Proteftant, who (after 4ue 
Reflection) clearly comprehends, That mere Man 
cannot be infallible in the Concerns of Religion ; 
and that God alone can know the Heart of Man ; 
may, from thefe two Fundamental Principles, not 
only direct moft of the Abfurdities peculiar to Po- 
pery ; but, may alfo come gradually on to be con- 
vinced, that, in Matters purely Religious, even we 
Proteftants are neither to judge, nor to perfecilte, 

our 
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our Fellow-Subje£fc j but that every Man ought to 
t>e indulged in the Religious Liberty of his Con- 
science. 

But, to return to the Ufefulnefsof diftin&, and 
adequate IdeaS: .We are to view our general No- 
tions (whicn are to conduft us to Particulars) on 
every fid$$ and to know the full Extent and Di- 
menfionjfof them; before we venture to confide 
in thern'as our Guides to farther Knowledge : Since 
a Trtith, apprehended only by halves, or in part, 
may^is readily feduce us into erroneous Concliifions, 
as a Propofition, that is entirely: Falfe. . 

To illuftrate this Precaution to my more learn- 
ed Readers : Weight is a known Property of Bodies ; 
and every Man has obferved, that a Stone (or Ball 
of Lead) forced up into the Air, falls down again 
fwifter and more dire£tly, as it has more Weight; 
while Feathers (or lighter Bodies) are flower and 
more oblique in their Defcent. Thus, the general 
Notion of the Defcent of heavy Bodies becomes, 
by common Obfervation, familiar to the Under- 
ftanding ; previous to any Philofophical Examina- 
tion. Upon this daily Experience of Mankind, did 
the Epicureans reafon fupinely j taking it for grant- 
ed, that the Atvms> of which Materials (accord- 
ing to them) the World is compofed, continued tp 
defcend, for ever, in the fame direct Line ; never 
coniidering, that heavy Bodies ftill tend towards 
the Earth, on this, or any other, fide of the Globe : 
And, upon this inaccurate Knowledge of the Ten- 
dency of heavy Bodies, they thought the Notion 
,%Sf Antipodes to be ridiculous ; imagining, that a 
People on the other fide of the Earth, with their 
Teet dire&ly oppofite to our Feet, muft neceflarily 
fall headlong into the Sky. 

In the like manner, the prefent Race of Fana* 

ticks are ftrongly deluded. From the iiniverfal Con- 

L 2 fent 
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fent not only of this Nation, but of dirftfankind, 
who live tinder a Monarchical Form *>f Govern- 
ment, they have learned j that it is commendable in 
Subjects, to take up Arms in Defence of thefr right- 
ful King : But then, not having a diftindt and com- 
pleat Notion of the Qualifications requisite in a 
rightful King of Great Britain ; fom6 of them have 
unhappily rebelled merely through Want of Reflec- 
tion : And it is the partial Knowledge of this Que- 
ftion, that ftill betrays the Inadvertent into Sedi- 
tion ; and feveral daily draw upon themfelves the 
Juftice of the Laws, by making Inferences from 
cbfcure and confufed Ideas. 



'[ K* 156. Friday^ September, 18. 1719. 



Namque a lid ex alio dare/cere cprde yidefyani 
Artibus \ adfummum donee venire cacitmen. 

LuCRET. 



TO corapJeat thy third Column : Let lis now 
fu'ppofe, bur Student has (by Dint of Re- 
.fleclion) fettled in his Mind fome general Ideas, of 
Which he has a diftin& and full Conception ; and 
by which he regulates his Judgment of the feveral 
fubfequent Particulars, that have any Relation t6 
them. Thefe approved and fettled Notiona may 
be confidered, as fo many Originals ; from which all, 
6r moft, of his future Notions are derived, in tbb 
Progrefs of his Enquiries : And therefore," I {hall 
here liken them ta the Heads of Families, fruitful 
in their ProgenyJ and branching out into numerous 

AW- 
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Alliances ; By which AUufion, I Ijope to explain 
myfelf even to my Female Difciples, who fhall ap- 
ply themfelyes to the Study of this Column. 

Now ; tjie Relations between thefe Handing O- 
riginals or Parent-Ideas, and the New ones, which 
^re born of them, diminifli gradually, and grow 
more and more obfcure, as they are drawn out into 
Length by many Removes : Infomuch that, therq 
often arifes much Uncertainty ajbout thefn, when 
there are numerous intermediate Defcents ; each of 
which muft be carefully traced upwards, in order 
toafcertain their A.nceftry, and make out their De- 
grees of Kindred. In this Enquiry, therefore, in-* 
to the Relations of Ideas, the fame fort of Care is 
necejflfary, as is ufed in order to determine the Con- 
fanguinity of Families. 

There is a Kind of Philofqphical Heraldry : 
And in order to tjiink clearly arid juftly, my Dif- 
ciple muft regifter in his Mind the Generations of 
his Notions, with their peculiar Diflin&ions ; that 
he may be thereby enabled not onlyto account for 
the different Relations they bear one to another, but 
alfo to know the pegree of Confanguinity, they 
refpectively ftand in, with Regard to their Origi- 
jials, - 

In every Family the near Defcendents are eafily 
known ; whereas, the Degrees of Confanguinity of 
fuch, as are at a great diftance from their Stock, 

5:an be discovered only by examining their Genea- 
ogies, with the utmoft Accuracy. Thus likewife 
it is, with regard to Notions; it is no difficult 
Matter to perceive diftin&ly the Relations of Ideasy 
that fpring immediately from their Originals j bur, 
as to Ideas far .removed from their fir ft Principle y 
.the Chain of Reference muft be continued, .in the 
Mind, without Interruption ; by Which Means the 
Relation of an Idea, the moft remote, may be tra- 
L 3 , ced 
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ced upwards, through all the intermediate Degrees 
to its true Original. 

This is a Study, that requires no fmall Patience 
and Intenfenefs of Thought : And yet, no Man caii 
proceed fecurely in any Method of Keafoning, with- 
out being affured of the Relations of his Ideas, and 
of the Manner in which they do (as it were) derive 
their Pedigree. 

Tm e Defcent of fome Notions is direct : Others 
run off obliquely, into feparate and collateral Chan- 
nels. This Difference in the Genealogy of Ideas is 
very much to be confidered ; fince, their Branch- 
ing diverfcly into feveral Lines creates new Diffi- 
culties in the precife Knowledge of them ; and great- 
ly obfeures their Relation to the Head of their 
Clan. 

Every Remove in a Family lofes, gradually, the 
Blood of the Anceftours;. and infenfibly grows into 
a feparately Family : From which, in Time, a new 
Race arifes. So is it, in the Propagation of Ideas : 
When they are diftant from their Originals, 
and are become fas it were) another Stock ; they 
will, at laft, be found to retain few of the Qualities 
peculiar to their Firft Parents. 

To explain this Doctrine ; I (hall have recourfe 
to the Inftance I gave of the Vulgar (which was 
the firft) Idea of the Defcent of heavy Bodies. 
Every Mechanick can determine the Weight of 
Bodies by Scales : But, a Philofopher experiences a 
Difference in their Weight, according to the diffe- 
rent Fluid, in which they are weighed. Hence a- 
rifes a new Diftin&ion of Weight, into Abfo- 
lute and Comparative. But, befide this Departure 
from the Original Idea $ the firft Notion of the di- 
rect Defcent of heavy Bodies is again altered, or 
at leaft limited, by Perfons, who fuppofe a large 
Orb to be comprehended within the Terraques 
•• Globe i 
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Globe ; to which, rather than to the Center.of the 
Whole, weighty Bodies have a dircS Tendency. 
And again y. when we proceed to regard this Prin- 
ciple of Gravitation as producing the Powers of 
Impulfe and Elafticity ; we fo far lofe fight of that 
Idea* of Weight, which the Mind had -primarily 
conceived, as to confider Impulfe and Elafticity, 
as original Ideas, diftinft and abftra&ed from any 
Confideration of their Firft Parent. 

Bui, that my Readers may not imagine, iris 
only in Philofophical Enquires that the Mind is apt 
to deviate from its Original Ideas, 1 (hall give them 
a more obvious Example ; obferving firft, that this 
kind of Inadvertency in Philofophical Queftions 
leads a Man only into Errours ; whereas, when it 
happens in Queftions relating to common Life, it 
betrays us often, through Miftakes, into Misfortunes, 
The firft Notion of Government (which Men of 
any Rcfle&ion form to themfelves) is, That it is in- 
tended for the Good of the Whole Society : The 
Propofition which naturally rifes in the Mind out of 
this Principle, is ; That Individuals muft obey their 
Governours : The not attending ftrt&ly to the Re- 
lation, which this Propofition bears to its firft Prin- 
ciple, and the confider ing it as a primary Truth, 
detached from its Original, has been the Founda- 
tion of all the Tyranny, that was ever exercifed in 
the World ; and is the fatal Miftake, which infa- 
tuates Multitudes to believe, they are in Confcience 
obliged to be Slaves. 
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N° 157. Monday* September 21. 1719* 



Zfo manusy ob pair mm pugmndo vulnera pajji j 
£>uique facer dote 5 cajli> dum vita mantbat. 

VlRO. 



ON the Twenty-Fourth of Juguft, I began a 
Piece of Painting : And now I take up my 
Pencil, with an Intention to finifli it. TbeSubje&> 
therefore, of this Day's Paper is the Second Part of 
Pfychoftaticks ; the weighing of 'true Merit : Which 
{to purfue the Allegory) is to be rcprefented in Pic- 
ture on the Walls of the inner and more retired 
Room. 

As Poetry and Painting are Sifter Arts ; fo there 
is a particular Affinity between Hittory-Patnting 
and Epick-Poctry, This will juftify my taking thfc 
whole Defign of the Imagery from a Paflage m 
the fixth Book of tht Mntid : The Place Is, wJjere 
the Poet peoples his Elyfium with a Colony of Inha- 
bitants, worthy of th'ofe blifeful Regions. His Seiv- 
ti merits arc noble and delicate ; and he has, with 
the niceft Judgment, here fhadowed out the diftinfl 
Kinds of true Merit and Excellency, which juftly 
entitle Men to fuperior . Degrees of Efteem and 
Glory. 

I have taken Part of the Verfes in the Original 
for my prefent Motto t And, as in the entire P^affage, 
Virgil fpecifies five Kinds of great Merit : anfwer- 
able to his Divifion, I fliall difiribute this Second 

Part 
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Part of Pfychojiatical Experiments into five Hifto- 
ry-Pieces : Two of which fhall be the Entertain- 
ifient of this Day. 

The fir# Piece is much thelargeft; and fills 
the whole fronting Wall, at the upper End of the 
Room. Here, we fee a Profpefl: of the Sea : And 
far off, on one fide, is extended a flat Coaft, full 
of Shoals, and fenced with Dykes; behind which, 
appears (iii Perfpe&ive) a level Country ; in which 
tjiick-fpread Cities rife, many of them furrounded 
with Water, and the Streets adorned with Trees § 
and Canals. On the Shore of this'Country ftand ' 
Crouds of the Inhabitants, with iTears in their 
Eyes ; looking on a numerous Fleet, which fails 
from them 5 .and feems to dire& its Courfe towards 
a large neighbouring Ifland. This Ifland rifes out 
of the Sea, encompafled with white Rocks 5 on 
which fwarms a mixt Multitude, of every R ank and 
Condition ; By their Countenances, and the Spying- 
GlafTes, which feveral of them ufe, it may be guef~ 
fed, that they wait for the Arrival of the Fleet, 
with no lefs Concern, than the oppofite Nation la- 
ments its Departure. The Face of the Ifland is 
agreeably diverfified with Cities, Towns, Villages, 
Hills, Rivers, Woods, green Meadows, and Corn- 
Fields ; and the very Mountains are cloathed with 
Grafs. , • 

On the level Top of one of the Mountains, is 
ere&ed a large Ballance : I n the afcending Scale 
hangs, tottering, a tall Perfon, of a long, deje&ed 
Vifage j with a Crown falling from his Head, and 
a Male-Infant in his Arms. Below him, on the 
Ground, liana's a huge Monfter (like that, by which 
the Poets reprefent Fafiion) with a Multiplicity of 
Heads and Hand : Some of the Hands tug at the 
Cords of the Scale, endeavouring to pull it down- 
Wards; others appear open, with H^aps of French 
L5 Piftolcs 
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Pijloles in the Palms. The weightier Scale defcends 
as low as poflible ; and in it fits, on a Throne, a 
Princely Fhure : His Look is Majeftick, Wife, 
Refolute, and Honeft ; with an highForthead, and 
piercing Eye. On the right and left fide of this 
Scale, aie placed two Portraitures, that feem atten- 
tive to every Motion of the* Prince. The Figure, 
on the Right, difcovers in his Afpe& great Penetra- 
tion and Affability : A golden Mace lies by him j 
and he holds in one Hand a large, embroidered 
Purfe, with the Arms of England emboffed upon it; 
in the other, a Baron's Coronet, with this Device, 
P RODE SSE $UJM CONSP1C1. 
On the Left, is the Figure of a Perfon, much youn- 
ger : In his Face appears a lively Bloom, with art 
uncommon Mixture of Fire and Judgment ; to 
which is added a Dignity, that declares him to be 
of Noble Birth : He is array'd in a Robe of .Black 
Silk adorned with Loops and Buttons of Gold- j and 
k the whole Figure feems to be the Original of a Pic- 
ture, I have feen (at full Length) in Trinity-Col- 
lege Library, at Cambridge. 

At a little diftance, ftand three Females, of Im- 
portance. The firft is a grave, beautiful Matron 
in whofe Face may be remarkably difcerned Meek- 
nefs, Humility, Devotion, and Sweetnefs : Her 
Drefs is plain, and decent 1 and her Head is bound 
with a white Fillet, in which is woven in red Cha- 
raaers, The Protestant Religion. The 
Charms of the fecond are of another Kind : Her 
Limbs (hew an unufual Vigour ; her Complexion 
is fair and bright ; her Eye livelv and fparkling : 
But, though her Air is free and chearful -, yet it is 
modeft, and not difcompofed : Her Garb, which 
fits eafy, but not loofe, is a Silver Brocade ; on 
which the various Embtems of Liberty are 
wrought in Needle- Work of Gold. The Beauty 
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of the third Jills the Eye ; and fhe bears a fmiling, 
contented Countenance : Her Drapery is of the 
fineft Woolen Manufacture : A Chaplet of Ea$s 
oF Wheat wreaths her Temples ; and fhe holds in 
one Hand a Mariner's Compafs, and in the other, 
a Golden Coin, on which is ftamped Property. 
Thefe three Ladies fix their Eyes on the Prince in 
the prevailing Scale ; looking up to him, as their 
Patron and Defender. 

The four remaining PJychoJtatkal Pieces are fet 
in diftinct Pannels, on a Side- Wall of the Room. 
In the firft Pannel an Angel, with Wings expand- 
ed, holds an Azure Beam, that Poifes two Scales. In 
the weighty Scale, is reprefented a Perfon attired 
in a Black-Sattin Robe, with Sleeves of the fineft 
Lawn : His Countenance is ingenuous, good-natu- 
red, and pious : He holds a Bible, open, in his Hands ; 
and feems fpeaking to an attentive Audience, ftrook 
with Concern. 1 At his Feet, are placed three Folio 
Volumes ; the uppermoft lies open ; and the Title at 
the Top of the Page is, The Rule of Faith. 
It is amazing to fee the mounting Scale,- feemingly, 
fo loaded ; and yet, in effe£t fo light : It is filled 
with a Mafly Triple-Crown, Golden Crofiers, Sil- 
ver Crucifixes, Keys, Dead Mens Bones, Scourges, 
Beads, Wafers, and one Velvet embroidered Slipper. 
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N c 158. Friday, Sept. 25. 1719. 

■ ■ « ■ j. . > 1 • 

Sguique pij votes, & Pbaebo digna locuti : 
Invetftai aut qui vitam excoluere per artes ; 
Quiquefui memores alios fee ere merendc. 

VlRG, 



MOnday's Paper was clofed with an allegorical 
Hiftory-Piecc, which fills the firft Pannel in 
a Side- Wall of the Inner Room : And, now, I (kali 
point out the Reprefentalions, which adorn the three 
remaining Pannels. The Subjeft of which will be 
found anfwerable to the three Verfes I quote from 
Virgil : Of whom it may be proper, in this Place, 
to obferve j That no Writer ever delivered more 
juft and more foblime moral Notions, than thofe, 
which (bine throughout this admirable Poet. 

The Painting on the fecond Pannel comes, next 
in Order, to be viewed. From the Top of the 
Piece a ftrong Light ftrifces the Eye ; and, thro' an 
Opening of the Heavens, appears a Man playing on 
a Harp. His Countenance is ruddy, and beautiful 5 
and, in it, may be difcerned the Tranfports of Mu- 
fick, Poetry, and Devotion. By him, on one fide, 
lies a Sling ; and, on the other, are the Helmet, 
Spear, Sword, and Coat of Mail, of a vaft Giant „• 
A Glory blazes round his Temples j and, on his 
Head, is a Regal Crown. 

Below, rifes an high Mountain, cleft into two 
Summits : It is flbaded all over with Bay-Trees ; 

and 
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and in the Middle, between the two Summits, a 
Fountain. fprings up into a wide Bafon, which emp- 
ties it fclf in $ large Cafcade. The Waters, $t the 
Bottom* unite into a Cryftal Stream ; and, on a> 
Bank of the Stream, fits a lovely Youth, full of 
Comelinefs, withbright flowing Hair. , Acrofs hi3 
Shoulders, h^ngs a Quiver ftored with Arrows $ and 
by him lies a Silver Bow, and a Golden Lyre. He 
is attended by nine beautiful Nymphs : Both, the 
Youth and bis fair Attendants feem big with Ex- 
pectation and Doubt 5 and fix their Eyes on two 
Perfons, weighing before them. • - 

In the Scale on the Right Hand, is a cheerful 
old Man : There is a Dignity and Boldnefs in his 
Features; and his whole Afpe& difcovers great 
Livelinefs, and an uncommon Sublimity of Thought. 
His grey Hairs lie almoft hid, under a Wreath of 
Bays ; and he is covered with a loofe Mantle, which 
is wrapt over his Hands. In the Foldings of the 
Mantle, lie feveral little Rolls ; two of which openr 
ing & a Qorner, in the one mav be diftinguiflied 
' thefe Chara&ers ; M H N I N £11 f 1 5 in the other* 
ANAPA poi hvMrt The Perfon, in the other 
Scale, feems more fedate and thoughtful : His Looks 
(peak him a. Man of great Application, and coi*- 
fummate Judgment. On his Head, is a mix* Gar- 
Japd of Bays, Myrtle, and rural Flowers: In his 
Left Hancj, he bears' a Shepherd's Crook j at the 
Top of which hangs, cluttering, a Swarm of Bees : 
In his Right Hand, he difplays a Trumpet, with * 
Banner hanging from it: On the Banner, is pain- 
ted * Night-frece of a City in Flames ; and * 
young Man in burniflied Armour, leading (through 
a Street, which goes to a Gate of the City) a Boy, 
by the Hand ; and bearing on his Shoulders an aged 
Perfon, who carries a Parcel of little Images in his 

Arms 
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Arms. The Scales feem equally poifed ; or, if 
there is any fmall Declenfion, it is on the fide of 
the old Man. Clofe by the Scale on the Right, ftands' 
(as if he expe&ed to be weighed next) one, who, 
holds out a Profpeft of a delicious Garden ; out of 
which an Angel, with a flaming Sword, drives a 
Man and a Woman naked ; who, in their Looks, 
betray all the Agonies of Sorrow and Remorfe. Be- 
hind this Figure, advances a venerable Perfon, with 
a Mitre on his Head. He looks up (with all the 
Signs of Admiration and Gratitude) towards the 
old Man, who holds the little Rolls in the Folding 
of his Garment ; and he ftretches out 4iis Arm, as 
if he meant to prefent him with a Book, lettered 
on the Back, Telemaqub. Not for off, is 
drawn a large Groupe of Men j fome with Buskins 
on their Legs ; others with a particular Kind of 
flight Pumps on their Feet ; and two or three with 
Vizard-Masks on their Faces. At fome Diftance r 
up in the Air, is feen a Figure with a Human Face, 
and the Legs and Body, and Wings, of a Swan : It 
feems to direft.its flight to the Clouds : And be- 
neath, ona Plain, are reprefented feveral Games of 
Exercife, as Running, Wreftling, Horfe and Cha- 
riot-Races ; with Crouds of Speflatours. 

In the third Pannel, the Figure, that firft enga- 
ges the Eye,* is Afirca> fitting on a broad blue Arch 
of a Circle ; in which are fbadowed out darkly, in 
Miniature, the-Likenefles of feveral Animals. In 
her Hand flie holds the Ballance, of which (he ''was 
jthe Inventrefs; In the Scales are human Figures lef- 
lened in due Proportion. In the descending Scale is on- % 
ly one Perfon, bearing in his Lap a Sphere ; and upon 
it, lies the Draught of a City befieged, with feveral 
Engines, of an ancient Form, planted on the Walls. 
He beckons to a Man of a ftudioUs Afpe£t ; wh6 
feems intent upon a Prifm of a Glafs, and holds a 

_, ^ Book 
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Book open, which' the Painter's Pencil has entitled 
PRINCtP. NATURAL. PHILOSOPH. 
MAT HE MA T. In the rifing Scale is a Clut- 
ter of (mart Men, in tawdry Dreffes, with little Ra- 
piers, cocked Hats, and tied Wigs ; holding divers 
Sorts of Mathematical Iriftruments. Beneath, are 
feveral Perfons, whofe Merit is diftinguiflied by 
their peculiar Marks of Honour. This Man leans 
upon a Plough ; that holds a Line and Plumbet* 
and points to the Plan of an Houfe : One looks 
through a Telefcope ; another obferves a Mariner's 
Compafs ; and a third winds up a Pendulum Clock. 
Amongft them, are two Women : The firft holds 
a Diftaff under her left Arm ; and a Weaver's Shut- 
tle in her Right Hand : The fecond plays upon 
an Organ ; and feems ravifhed with the Sound of 
the Inftrument. At a proper diftance, and in 
a due Pofition, fits a Man with a Piece of* {trained 
Canvas placed before him ; over his Left Thumb 
is a Painter's Pallet, with a Mixture of Colours upon 
it j in his Right Hand he holds a Pencil ; and he 
calls his Eyes full upon A/trea, and her Ballance. 

I come now to the fourth Pannel ; which con- 
tains the Reprefentation of the laft Pfychoftatkal 
Experiment. In the prevailing Scale fits a Man, 
whofe Looks are full of Goodnefs and Companion; 
and, with both his Hands, he fcatters Pieces of Sil- 
ver and Gold to a mixt Multitude of indigent, 
maimed, and fick, People. Hard by, is erefted a 
neat, plain Building ; and, in the Front of it, iso- 
pened to the View a long Gallery 5 wherein young 
and old, of both Sexes, are employed on various 
Manufactures. Looking up to the Perfon in the 
other Scale, who weighs fo light, I find there is a 
remarkable Blindnefs in his Eyes, notwithstanding 
they are drawn wide open; his Features betray evi- 
dent Marks of Weaknefs and Fury j and he hugs 

in 
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in his Arms (as apprehenfive of its danger) a car- 
ved Model of a Church, on which rifes an exor- 
bitant high Steeple. 

On the Cornifh of this Room, are to be feen 
fome few Heads of the beft Greek and Roman Phi- 
lofophers, Oratours, and Hiftorians. On the Cie- 
ling, I behold the Battle of Blenheim ; The brave 
Exploits of ancient Heroes, who faved their Coun- 
try from Ruin; and, through Party-Rage, became 
Exiles, or Joft their Lives : And here likewife, does 
the Story of Socrates find place, with the Manner 
of his Death ; together with the Sufferings of the 
great Inftru&ars of Mankind, who (from bis Days 
to our Time) have been Martyrs, in the Caufe of 
Truth. 



N° 159. Monday Sept. 28. 1719. 



Homo/urn: humqni nihil £ me alicnum puto* 

Terent. 



rO-memiu, it will be a Year and half \ fince the 
Publick was firft alarmed with the {larding Ti- 
tle of THE FR$E-THINKE£; which,, 
from the Lights it- bas been ihewn in (through 
the Prognefs qf this Paper) by this time appears 
a very harmtefs, .fecial Character. 

-• Amonq 
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Among the Grttis, thofe Perfons, who aj> 
^piy'd themfelves to the Study of Truth for thf 
Inftru&ion of Mankind, were at firft dignified by 
the Style of \Visb Men This Mark of X)i r 
ftin&ion was, afterwards, thought too invidious and 
affuming: For which Reafon, they condefce^dgq 
to caU themfelves Lovers of. Wisdo.i^, o^ 
Philosophers. This Appellation (through thf 
Modefty of it) gained fo univerfal an Approbation, 
that it was received among the Romans ; and h^s 
£nce, been naturalized in all the European Lan- 
guages, where-everXfiowledge has flouriflied. 

In t}ie mean time, while neither the Latin, nor; 
any of thp Living Languages have been able to 
raife (out of their own Qrowth) ap £xprefl}oii 
equivalent to this compound Greek Word; thf 
fenglijb Tongue alone has, by a happy Conjun&iori 
of two Ideas, which are the Glory of Humaa 
Nature, improved the borrowed Phrafe, PHILO- 
SOPHER, into FREETHINKER: A 
Phrafe, which not only denotes the full'Senfe ot 
the 'former ; hut lifcewife fliews, whereip the verjf 
Nature and Perfection of Philofophy confifts. - 

He alone is properly a IVife Man, a Phifofipbjtr f 
pr Lover ' of PVifdom, who difdains to fubmifc hif 
Jleafon to the Prejudices 6f Cuftom, of Educa? 
tion, of Authority, oflntereft, orofP^ffion: Whs 
(to the utmoft of his Ability) examines into all 
Things impartially, before he determines either to 
approve, or tq rejeft them ; and who is neither ua- 
willing nor afraid, to enlarge his'Underftandirjgj 
and to exercife the Faculties* of his Mind, freely^ 
upon every Kind of Knowledge* which he thinks 
worthy his Notice, or his Duty to learn, as a 
Man. ' 

And ytU notwithftanding the Elegancy, theDig- 

nity, and tthe Significancy, of this Enjr!ijfcEx$rtf+ 

\ - fion j 
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fioh j had I not- undertaken (in rtiany of my Lec- 
tures) to refcue it from the general Clamour raif- 
ei againft it, through the Rafhnefc of feme Wri- 
ters, the Malice of others, and the Bigotry of th£ 
Ignorant; we had probably, in a few Years mprej 
thrown the Name of Free-Thinking out of the Lan- 
guage ; which would have rendered it more practi- 
cable (in Procefs of Time) to banifh out of the 
Nation, the manifold Privileges, arifingpfrom the 
Freedom of Thought. 

I come now to purfue the Method, which (from 
the Beginning) I determined to obferve at the End 
of every Half-Tear, for the Advantage of my Rea- 
ders. The Supplement to the Preliminary Ledum 
confifts of Eight Papers ; Four of which are poin- 
ted out in the third Paragraph of the Hundred and 
Fifth Paper ; with which I clofed the preceding 
Half- Year : The other Four will be found in the 
Hundred and Eleventh, Hundred and Thirteenth, 
Hundred and Fifteenth, and the Hundred and Se- 
venteenth Le&ure : But, the fecond Seflion of the 
Hundred and Thirteenth, and the Conclufion of the 
Hundred and Seventeenth, will be more ample ; if 
the Hundred and Forty-Sixth Paper be fubjoined to 
them. After the Supplement, in the regular Courfe 
of Reading comes the Porch of Knowledge ; Three 
Columns of which J have erefled uvSi> Papers: 
The Hundred and Thirty-Eighth and Hundred and 
Thirty-Ninth Papers make the Firft Column ; The 
Seco?ld is faifed in the Hundred and Forty- Firjl and 
the Hundred and Forty- Second | and the. Third Co- 
lumn is fet up in the Hundred and Fifty- Fifth, and 
the Hundred and Fifty-Sixth Paper : But, the Hun- 
dred and Forty -Third, and the Hundred and Fiftieth 
Paper may ferve (in fome meafure) to illurtrate 
the Do&rines inferibed on the Fir/i and Second Co- 
lumn. In the Fifth Paragraph of the laft Clofing- 

Papery 
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Paper* I direS the Student in Politicks to Five "Lec- 
tures for his Furpofe ; to which he may now have 1 
the Satisfaction of adding Two more, by turning 
to the Hundred and Thirty-Second* and the /fo»- 
dred and Thirty-Fifth Number : The former of 
which two Papers (if not both) he will more fuN ; 
\y comprehend, by perufing, with them, the Hun* . 
dred and Fifty-FirJI. - : 

J have feveral Times hinted j That the Free- Thin- 
ker has a jLtf/jr^ Courfe to run: My Race feems 
to grow before me 5 and fo endlefs is the Purfuit 
of Knowledge, that (in my Imagination) lam as far 4 
from ths End of it now, as I was, when I firft fet 
out. The Candour and Impartiality, with which I 
began this Work, I endeavour ftUl topreferve ; and 
(hall not, knowingly, forfeit it, in my future La- 
bours. To this Uprightness of my Intentions ^a- 
lone, do I attribute the peaceable Reception, and 
the indulgent Treatment, which thefe free Difcour- 
fes have met with amongft Readers of every Party, 
and every Perfuafion. And, as I fpeak out plain 
Truths, with no Intention to offend ; my Country- 
men (in general) have hitherto been fo equitable to 
me, and fo kind to themfelves, as not to take Of- 
fence at the Di&ates of common 'Senfe, uttered 
with Moderation. 

At the fame time; I a-riot infefible, that 
there are many Perfons,* *who wifh (not through 
Ignorance) I would not give my felf the Trouble of 

fublifliing my Thoughts ; apprehending, perhaps, 
may lower the Price of Errours, and bring them 
(in a few Months more) to be an unfaleable Commo- 
dity. All I have to reply to thefe Dealers in Trin- 
kets, and flight Ware, is ; That I expofe my Goods 
fairly, in the publick Market ; that every Buyer has 
the Liberty of examining and finding Fault, to ei- 
ther the beft, or the worft, of his Judgment j that 

Digitized by VjOOQLC 



z6o T&Frbe-Thinker. N q 159. 

I do not defire my Opinions fljould be takqn upon 
ipy own Recommendation ; that I may frequently 
err, notwithftanding all my Care to the contrary ; 
that I fcejc only after Truth, and (hall always be 
dad to have any of my Miftakes correfled. The 
Fairy Phijofopb/r js a IVf arj \ and defires to be trea- 
ted, upon afl Ocwfiqns* as a Man ; which is the 
Treatment he has, all along, given to others :' And 
the mod he pttfeiKls to,* by way of Diftindlion 
from the Generality of Writers, is (as he declares 
in the very Second Paper) Neither to b* afraid to 
avow a. Truths nor ajhamed to retraft an Errour. 



Tie End of the Third Volume, 
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A 

A 2*. an Obfervation of his. iV* ! 50. 
Abufe of Thought, the Reafon of it. AT. 150. 
Adver'tife merit, Reflexions on one. N. 118. 
Alibez, his Hiftory. JV. 128* 129. , 
Anacreon, imitated, AT. i 07. 
A-ntoninus, the Imperial Phiibfcpher. N. 141. 
Asiniws Pollio, his Cuflom of fpending the Day* N. 

122. 
Athenais, her Story. N. 148. 

B. 

Belinda, a Letter concerning her. N. 127. 
Bianco, Story of his telling: N. 144/ 
Br am into, his Hiftory. 1& 109. 
Buckingham, Duke of, his Cult om. & 144. 

C 

Capacities, Difference of them. AT. 142. 
Cato, a 'Paffage concerning him. N. 122. 
Cebes, his Allegory imitated. N. 149. 
Ch a- Abbas, lung of Perjia, his Story. TV. 1 28, 129; 
Cicero, a Thought of his. N. 114. 
'^Computation) Philosophical, of Life, &u N. 139. 

Conceit 
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Conceit, a Difcouragement of Learning. N. 146. 
Constancio, his Cafe confider'd. N- 127. 
£ on trove fas* animadverted on. N. 1 26. 
Converfation, the mod .agreeable Method of {pending 
Time. iV, 124. A Letter on it. 131. 

D. 

Deelenfion, of the Romans. N. m. The Englijb. ib. 

De Retz, Cardinal, a Story of him. N. 132. 

Dial, an Account of the Firfl among the Romans, N. 

121. ... 

Dor ilxvs. a Story of him. N. 145. Reflections on it. ib, 

* 

E. 
Epigram, Greet, a Thought from one. N. 107. 
Epijile, Poetical. A* 107. 
Examination of our own Abilities neceflary. #.138. 

Recommended to the Young. 1 39. 
Expedients, of the Pretender's Agents. N. io5. 

F. 

Fidelio, his 'Tale. N. 144. 
Florio, his Hiftory. N. 109. 
Fore- Know /edge, the Defireof it vexatious. AT 151. 
Free-Thinker, gives fome Account of his Procecdurc. 
N. 118. Declares his Integrity. N. 1 59. 

G. 

Glajfes, Optical, a 'Dream of them. N. 125. 

H. 

Heidegger, Mr. a Sale for his Benefit. AT. 108. 
Heraclitus, famous, for what. N. 141. 
Horace, an Ode of his tranflated. N. 133. 
Husbandry, efteem'd amon£fl the Romans. N. 1 20. The 

Englijb formerly, ib. 
Hypanis, River, Infctts of it. JV. 114. 
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i. 

liens, difttnft, when a Perfon is capable of forming 
'em. N. 155. Their Uie* ib. Compar'd to Keads 
of Families. 156. 

Indiifiry, of giving it a wrong Turn. N. 143. 

Inft ability of Mind, the Cauies of it. N. 123. 

Irenarciius, tells a Story. N. 144. 

. K. 
Knowledge, defended N. m. The Afliftance whicK 
oqe Branch «f it receives from another. 115. 117. 

L. 

Ladies taught, and eneourag'd to philofophize. N. 147. 
a Story for them. 148 

Learning, Obje&ions againft it confider'd. N-' 1 1 1. The 
unworthy Treatment it meets with from the 
Learned. 113. Species of it dependent on one an- 
other. 115. 117. 

Letitia, a Letter concerning her. N. 119. 

Letter from JJrbanus, on Mafquerades. N. 108 From 
Miranda, ib. 136. From an unknown Correfpondenr, 
on the Infe&s of Hypanis. 114. From Pbi/am, a 
LoVe Cafe. 116. From Ly/ander. ib. FronvCr. B. 
On Letitia. 119. From Lavinia, a Cafe propofed. ib. 
From £. /iT. on Memory, bfe. 123. 130. 134. From 
Conjlancio, on Love. 127. On Rallery, &V. 131. To 
E. IV. 134. On M/r*. 140. From J. f . on In- 
duftry. 143. On the Fate of DorMus. 145. From 
PbUaletbes, on being Wife in- Conceit. 146. To 
Pbilaletbes. ib. From Pbilortous Icenus, on the Mind. 
1,50. From S. $. .on Trade. 152.. From J. K on 
Expence. ib. From Barbara Ibwgbtful, a Cafe. 153. 
From P. S. a Requeft. ib. From R. B. with another 
inclos'd from Pampbilus to Msco. 1 J4. 

£#£, an Allufion to the Shortnefs of it. N. 114. 

Lottery, the Free- Thinker one. N. 136. 

Love-Adventure, an Account of one, JW137. 

Lucrvi 
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Lucius, a Story of him. JV\ 137. 

Luxeuurch, Duke of, a Story of him, ^13.5. • „ 

* v . ' . M. -' ' 

Mafqturades, a Letter concerning 'em. iV. 108. ' Ani- 
madverted on by the Author, ib.. 
May the firll, (acred to Love. #. 116. 
Memory, treacherous, con Gder'd. iV. 123. 130. 
Merit, weigh'd. N. IC7. 
Mind, rightly qualify «, like a Mirror. N. 141. 
Mir a, a Letter concerning her, N. 140. 
Miranda, a letter from her. N. 108. 1*23. 
Mifeellany, Poetical. Jv*. 107. 112. 133. 
Mi/managements, Political, the Caufes of it. N. 132. 
Mo0> a 'Hymn to it. JV~. 133. 

o. 

Omvarez, Uukeof, a Story of him. N. 151. 
Oxford, Gentleman of, Verfes by him, iV. 107. 112. 

. P. 

Partiality, in Men of Letters anreafonable. N. 113; 

Poetry, a Familiar JSpiftle. it 107. Stanza, ib. £pi* 

grams, ib. 1 1 2. ' 1 33. On an April Morning. iV. 112. 

Hamp/bire Love-Jiallad. 116. An EpifUe. 1 24. Hymn 

, to the Moon. 133., Cupid in Love. ib. Odex>f Be* 

race, ibv To a fuccefsful Rival. 140. 
Popery, one of the Free-Thinker's Defigris to ftir up 
u People's Indignation again!* it. N. 106. ' 
Porch at Knowledge, the Free-Thinker opens it. N. 

n*- .; 

PJycbofiatich, a View of them. iV. 149. The 2d Part. 
Pulcheria, her Prudence. If. 148. 



R. 

Rdllery, condemned. i\f. 131. . , 
ifyfinement, Thoughts' on it. N. 134. 
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Rival, a foci* to one. AT. 140. t 

Romans how they employed their Time. AT. 120. 121. 

122. 

S. 
State/man, unaccountable one. N. 13 a. The compre- 

henfibleone, 135. 
Snrnams, whence. N. 120. 

T. 

taie, a Winter-Evening one. N. 109. 11* In Verfe. 

f 3J- 

Thales, a Story of him, told by Socrates. N. 13?. 
Thbodomus, hia Hiftory. tf. 148. 
Tradefmen 9 Prejudices concerning them. M 152. A 
Computation^ by one. tb. 

W. 
Waller, an Imitation of him. N. 112. 
Weighing, a Noble AUufion, to trying the Pretentions 

of Men. 1 49. Infhnoes of it. ib. 1 57. 1 58. 
Wblstbd, a Poem of his. N. 112. Another. 124. A 

TranHation. 133. 
Wifdom 9 of Solemn, a Quotation thence. N. 1 1 4. 
IT//, an Afic&ation of it condemned. #.131. 
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